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by HENRY A D F344 Baptized PO Pa under oing 
| the Name of a Free-Willer , and alſo moſt ignomineouſly 


| by the tongue of Intamy, called a Fannatich, or a mad man, 
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; | Silver and Gold have Inonc, but ſuch as I have give I Thee, 
Acts 3. 6. 

| Firſt Read, then Judge ; and Judge nothing before the 

time , becauſe the "Wiſe Man ſaith , That to him that 

| Judgeth a matter before he beareth tt, it is fully and ſhame, 
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May it pleaſe AE, O Rene , 
MPH Am come now to Preſent Thee with that 
IN r/U o M1 TE, the Compoſing of which I have 
AY £7 ( Y been very much prefled to in ſpirit, ever 
\ KD * fince Thou waſt brought again into this 
i, Na WA \ Landof Thy Nativity , with that great 
\ | SS lll N Solemnity and Triumpn 3 the noite of 
which hath rejoiced the hearts or forreign 
i Peinees, daunted the ſpirits of thy Domeſtick Enemies, made 
2 thy Friends merry, and the rude multitude mad, even to the 
' adningthe hearts of the truly Vertuous (and as 1 judge) not 


| becauſe thou art reſtored again, for the meeriy Rational 


+ may plainly behold in it an high Act of Divine Providence : 
| But the Moon-{ick madneſs of the multitude , yet unrepen- 


| tedof, rogether with the revived and daily continued AQts of 


© abomination in Srage-playes, May-games, and Paſtimes, with 
| they many biutcr and moſt horrid Oaths and Exccrations, uttered 


94 ___ almoſt 


almoſt in every corner, by Nine-Pinn, Nine-Hole, and Pigeon- 
Hole-Players, and to the poyſoning the youth of ourAge, in 
that multitude of dammy and debauched Bawdy-houſes, even the 
foul and deteſtible ſhame of a Chriſtian Kingdom 3 is that they 
fear is gathering into a black thick Cloud over the Land,8& in 
ſpecial over rude,revelling,ranting Londonzout of which it is to 
be feared (wnleſs Ninevehs Repentance intervene) will be pon- 
red out one or more of thoſe three heavy Judgements of 
God, Plague, Sword, or Famine, 

Therefore , O King , I have brought Theean Antidote, 
both forThee and Thine , the which haply may prove bit- 
ter to the taſte, and will hardly go down 5 yerlet me aſſure thee 
uponthe word of an honeſt man, there is nothing hurthtul 
in it, there1s not ſo much as an wmwholſom Bud, nor a ſtinking 
Weed, but all precious Flowers and who!ſom Herbs , newly ga- 
thered out of the Garden of God by a faithful Hand, and tem- 
pered together by a ſincere heart 5 and is a Potzon of that rare 
Vertue , that if it be w:/lingly taken and well dige ted , it will 
take down the Tinpany of Pride, and utterly dry up the 
Dropfical humours of all 4bominations 5 it will perfeftly recover 
out of the C onſumption of Vertues, and fortifie the heart againſt 
all vice whatſoever 5 1t will ſtrengthen the ſtomack y boch to re- 
cetve and retain wholfom and ſound Doctrine, aud perjetily purge 
out the Iniquity of all your Floly Things 5 it will purge the 
Brain from all fanfical formal frenzy, and caule it onely to ſtudy 
the Great Things of Gods Law 5 it will perfecily purge out Me- 
lanchaly , and generate foy unſþeazable, and ful! of plory 5 it 
will dry up the overfiowing Iſſues of Sin, and nourtſh 1þ a Soul 
unto Eternal Life ; it will Operate upon the 12wayd Man 1, as 
that there will be a ſudden change in the outward 5 itwill mak? 
the Proud Perſon, Humble; the Lofty, Lowly 5 the Carelefs, 
Careful 5 the Rich in this IVorld , Rich in Good IVorks 5 the 
Spotted and Painted face, truly Penitent : To be ſort, it will 
operate upon the Luxurious, Laſciious, and Liceniiors 5 and 
incced upon all, ſo , as that it will take down the Inordinate 


heat 
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heat of Luſt , and make ſuch aſweet Compoſure, as that it will 


ſet Love, Joy, Fear, Zeal, Pitty and Prety upon their right 


Objefs 5 it will perfectly purge out all Envy and Malice, Blood-. 


thirſtineſs, Hatred , with all Uncharitableneſs, and Create in 


_ the room thereof, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
_ neſs, Goodneſs, with Meekneſs and Temperance 5 it will operate 
- upon all Complexions and Sexes,and upon all Ranks and Subor- 


dinattons of men of all ages ; and as 1 faid before, if willingly 
Recerved and well Digeſted,it will make theP &1N c Et Prttiful, 


| Fauſt and P:ous,and the Su Bj Et © T Loving, Faithful & Loyal 5 
| it will make Great Per/ons Noble, with that true Berean Nobili- 
' ty, andyoyn Goodneſs to their Greatneſs, (a Rarity indeed) it 


will make the middle fortok men Moderate, and cauſe 


* themto uſethe World as if they uſed it not ; yea, it will make 
| the wery Beggers of the Blood Royal of Heaven , and Children 


of God , yea Kings and Prieſts to God, and to Chriſt; it will 
make the Sugg:h and Slothful, watchfully Vigilant , and the 
Vittous, truly Vertuous 5 it will make the Child Dutiful, and the 
Parents Indulgent, the Servant Painful , and the Maſter Pit- 
tiful 5 itwill keep the Virgin Chaſte , and breed Loyalty in the 


Married ; it will make Youth $S age and Grave, and gray Hairs 
. truly Honourable 5 it will make the Bend-man Free , and the 


Free-man a Fellow-Cittzen with the Saints , and of the Houſe- 


bold of God 5 it will make the Poor man traly Rich , and the 


Rich by Poverty of Spirit bleſſedly Poor 5 it will Corroborate 
the Cow-hearted, and cauſe the Coward carneſily to contend for the 


| Faith: In fine, it will /o purge out the old Leaven, as that it will 
| make a man become amew Lump 5 it will make a meer Natural 


man, truly Gratious, and cauſe him to pu? off that old man with 


. all his deeds, and put on that new Man, which after God 1s crea- 
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. ted in Righteouſneſs , and true Holineſs: And thus when old 


things are paſſed away , ye may evidently behold all things to 
become new 5 for though aſprritual man be produced , yet he 


* 18 nt like a J part, So as to be invi{ible, but apparently you may 


behold his Dialect changed, and his {/pect altered; tor that 


FONgte 
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/01eue that in the old man was ar unruly member , and full of 


acadly Poyſon, Oaths, Execrations, and acbauched Abominations, 
is in the new Man, an Inſtrument to ſet forth the Praiſe of God, 
and to ell what God hath done for his Soul, to talk of the Ma- 


Jeſty of Chrifts Kingdom, and to declare his Power. 
The Eyethat was never better ſatisfied than when zt was be. 


kolding vanity , 1s now looking within the vail, where the Fore- - 


runner is entred, itis now beholding the gooaneſs of the Lord, and 
enquiring in his Temple , and aligently ſeeking after that one 
thing neceſſary, that once Mary choſe. 

The feet which before were ſwiftly running to ſhed blood, 
are now in Zzons Pathes, readily running the way of Gods Com- 


manaements. | 
The hands which before were otherwayes employed, are now 


handling of the Word of Liſe , which their Eyes have ſeen, and 


their ears have heard , the which ther Tongues alſo are now ready 
to declare 5 that ſo ethers may partake of that Fellowſhip, which 
they have with the Father, and hs Son Feſus Chriſt, 

To conclude, Itis an Antidote of ſuch a tranſcendent ver- 
Z1C , that bein g rightly applyed according to the enſuing Dire- 
fHon, it will tranſlate a Creature out of the kingdom of darkeneſs , 
znto the Kingdom of God's dear Son 5 and allo cafe him there 
with Enoch and Noah, to walk with God. 

0 King, Silver and Gold have I none, but ſuch as I have Give 
T thee; I give it thee freely, diſpoſe of it at thy pleaſure , tor 
freely through mercy 1 received it, 1t colt me nothing that was 
worth the keeping, 1 parted not with fo much as one zee for 27, 
but that which tor ſome time was my daily nſupportable bur- 
then , which at length grew ſo ponderous , that 24 werghed me 
down even to the very brink of Hell, the Horrour whereof, Da- 
rius-life, cauſed me to forſake my meat , and alſo my /{cep to 
paſs from me, it being a Mountainozs confuſed Lump of Int- 
quities, Tranſgreſſions and Sins , the fruits of my labours from 
my Cradle ſome forty years in the Devils f{avery, im which 1 was 
led captive by him at bis will 5 the parting with which was my 


| great = 


xn af hos gn L 


TO""T""H EL .NILINN &:; 

great gain , Not oncly by /ightnng my burthen , but by an en- 
Highrning tie 20 eyes of my under fanding , tothe bebolding and /ay- 
ing vold on bammho 1s muVjble. And thus , O King, through 


; Grace 1 became a Famatick, or a mad man , as ; ime Call 
me. 


nd now let me beg thee, 9 Ring, Firit, Nether to flight 
| the Gi/t for the meannejs of the Giver , nor the Potion , becauſe 
- not FOE pounded b) y the arrettion of a Colledre of Phyſitians, that 
- have read many Authors 5 but the rather efteem it. becauſe it is 
1 an acer ad Receipt, and becaule as the Phy/itrans ule to ſay, 
Probatum eſt, is engraven upgn tt, 
And ſecondly 'Letme be eg thee,0 King,to make uſe of it thy 
* ſelf5 tor, ſure Q am,thuu haji need of tuch an Antidotes the which 
2 if thou doſt, 1 ai conjideat 1 need not then beg a third Boon 
- of thee, to recommend it to thy great Family, viz. to thoſe that 
* are wnder thy charges tor that is one partof the excellent ver- 
* tue that Souls arc mate far, "hers of , , that well digeſtit , viz, 
© that when they are Converted , they will be provoked, then,” tO 
p ſtrengthen thetr Brethren. 
And now, O An, I ſhall ar preſent ceaſe to ask more at 
. thy Throne , but fu! 2Ppiy my ſelf ro the Throne of Grace 5 
-and there beg the Lord tO give thee as much irue joy in Reading, 
'as he 7 mercy gave mem wreimn tt s and that as he hah Degun 
this good I or b, {0 ſu FI Antidoie mio thy hand, 10 bre wo ul 
Ween / the ſame, that \1e would ſiveeten it to thy tajie , and Gelp 
thy difgeftion 5 ava lecing he hath dectared himfelſ to be ſuch 
-mone that waztct' upon Sozls , that be e moht be Era O0us unto 
- them, that he would 1pa7t won thee witi; the ſivert meanings of 
"his own & pirit 5 andin ſpecial , whlft thou art taxing thes Po- 
\ton., that he would vi/r thee wich hrs loving kindneſs 3 $0,.4S 
That It may clfectuall y operate upon thee, , to the bringing 
wth the fruits thereof in t, iy Life and Converſation, to the 
Honour and Glory of him who hath already done fuch 
| Freat 


great Things for thee 3 into whoſe Care , Direfon and Pro- 
 ##10n, he ſhall now commend thee; who is, and by his 


Aſſiſtance ſhall ever be , 


Thy Loyal Subject to Pray, but neither to Swear, nor 
Fight for thee,yet Faithfully to Obey thee in all things 
that God requires m his Scriptures of Truths 
who never did fight againſt any of thy Pre- 
deceſſors, nor never ſhall reſolve to 
Poht againſt thee nor any of thy 


Succeſſors , 


HENTY ADIS. 


AN 


An A fter- Wriung 


O 
TO THE 
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Arvel not, O King,at my fſingle-hcarted Concluficn, 
in that I ſaid, 1 ſhall neither Swear nor Fight fur Thee, 


neither conclude me peremptorily Peeviſh, nor fa- 
 &110uſly Revellious,becauſe T am ſo plain : But by the way know, 
That in Concluſion, "Thou wilt find him to be Thy trueft Friend, 
that dealeth plainlieſt with Thee,tor one Dram of down right hone- 
+ ſty,is of more #rxe worth than a whole Pound of fawning flattery 5 
 formine own part,although I am by Trade an #pholdſter, yet 
| know, O King, I come not to ſow Pellows under thy Elbows, 
+ I fear thou haſt Artificial Work-men at that work already, and 
too many too, for thy future good 5 but what I have received of 
the Lord, in the fingleneſs of my heart , and in plainneſs of 
ſpeech, 1 declare unto'Thee , take it as Thou wz/r, and do 
with me for it as Thoupleaſeſt, the meaning of it I yet underſtand 
. not; but ſurelam, I have more than a common impulſe to the 
; Work, however it will fare with me I matter not, 1 bsth Hope 
and Pray it may prove of good uſe to Thee: Therefore 1 
; ſhall beg Thee in Gods tear , to confider ſeriouſly what Thou 
' doſt , when Thou ſhalt force men to Swear 3 torhc that will 
Fight for Thee, and he that will Swear tor Thee, being thereto 
conſtramed, will be as ready , if It ſtand with his own intertſt, 
: both to Swear and Fight agammſt Thee 3 for men generaily make 
© little Conſcience of keeping conſtrained Vowes, 
: OKing, Thouhalt been Tutored by Experzerce , the beſt 
' Mafter 5 and I need not tell Thee,that Conſtraint and Reſtraint 
xe two Exſtreams:; and therefore dangerous to deal withal. 
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AN AFTER-WRITING 
Voluntarily tome there arc 3 but others being thereto for- 
ced, have already to their TAE trouble Sworn againſt thee : 
And now , it thou ſhalt again compel them to Swear for thee , 
what 1s it leſs than to rav7/þ hep Conſce "oy and to force them 
maſt abominably to forſnear themſelves * A ready way to pull 
dawn Gods fudgements _ the Nation 5 tor ſo ;aith the Pro- 
pet , Fer. 23.10, ed: vecauſe of Sweartag the Land mourneth: 
So alſo faita another Prophet , Ho/: 10. 4. Tiey have ſpiken 
Vords, Swearims fol, oy ty, mm making a Coumant Tins ] e dow 
ment ſpringeth up 35 Hemlock in the furrows of the Field, 

And lett be found guilty of ſuch a harms /in, 1 faall rrfolue 
to truſt a man upon his bare word, rather than force him to 
Swear ; tor he that fo {15 pn Benefit will not regard the keeps 
ng his word patied vefe 2re God to Man, will for his own adUan- 
tage be as carcleſs both of God and Man , in /lighting bus wnvel- 
ling Vow. 

Theretore 7: this, O King , be perfwages 2 leave men to 
their Liberties 3 and know, that Englanas 5 $ = will be /c0- 
ner won by their Atngs kindneſs, than brought under by his cowet- 
ty: Itisthe Love of Chriſt that conſlrains his So lett thy Le- 
nity allure the. 

And be entreated to ſhake off all all law; /7 cannal {rar an ad caſt 
thy care & burthen upon him,who hath |, oyrle taken ſci care for 
thee , Render tl,ou but to 1m according to his Bene fi s beſtowed uþ- 

on thee , and confident I am, that the Ke per of ifradl, who 
netther {lumbreth nor ſteepeth, will watch thy Su njects hearts, fo, 
as that they /7a:! ve kept cloſe to thee 3 for when a mans waves 
pleaſe the Lord, he will make bis Enenics to be at Peace with 
him. Pro. 

And think not to make thy ſelf ffronr, by fo orc: thy Sul 
jects to forfivear themſelor P, in {er nz for thee , F i he that 
Swore by himfelf, when he could Sea by no Greater , 7 
out bs Ges ates band anna Fas. by ratoer 1: 
Subjetts, as the Lord Chriſt faith t9 ad th. 5. 34. Swear _ 

at all: And I being one of vis Subject pr9- IS 07ie Hades, 


_—— 


. thee /0 }udge between me and mm } God , 
: WOFL bf OL Peter £13 ig Join, f CES <5 19, þ3- 64 
I the /;o/:t 0 0; : God; 0 heart \PI2 UN! 0 Ie, WIGTE EQN Uno my Goa f? 


; T2 defer thy felf tobe *; /udre, 


"x OD Pr” NT" IN"OD. 

King, why Ttold thee 1n plainneſs of ſpeech, that I cannor 
Smear for thee; aid becaule he tarther requrreth me , that I 
ſhould love mine Enemies, and do £ood to them that hate me, 
and pray for them that Apreepur'y uſe me, Math. 5.44. 'Lhis 
is another Keaſun, O King, why 1 cannot F1y wh f forthce: And 
] being a Branch in tha it Vene, ot which the.R Wot an a Ojf- 
ſpring 7 0© Lavid is the Root, and tron: oy Wa ney 4 daily 
throug] (1 WCTCY ICCEIVE ſap, Urour and jrifh ſupplics of Grace , 
for che, { (TONE "7/14 PNINT and ſupp or ems of 5's (RV card man aare 
7104 have io much 2s a tought to Scar thee to bo 5, wprcam of” 
tat Bodv of Tvhach Chriſt is the Head 3 ang bec: oy the Lord 
>y Þ1s | 'ropher, fer. 18, 9. ſaith thus, At what infiant 4 ſhall 
4 2s CONCEFAINT @ SNAHON, ANG eng res a Kinzdam to Buld 
o Plant z2t 3 it it do evil in my fight, ſo that it cbey not my 

V6re, then will I repent of the good whererotth 1 rad I would Be- 
7 fict it: Thisis alſo another Reaſon, O King, why 1 cannot 
61047 COT Ie ot for thees for if thy Attings fall not anſwer 
Te £52 1 (if i IVord be true) thou mult then CXPect a _7e- 
moat , and a pulling downs and it I fhall Swear, or Fight, to 
ſuppo Ort ito, When by thy lines thou ſhalt cauſe Gado pul 
thee donna; Whatis it lefs than tor me to be found | pghting 


| arainſt God” And befides, A Servant of the Lord muſt not 


firive , but be geniletoall, 2 Tim.2, 24. 
ind by the way Know , Lhat zhefe Refolves were not nten- 
ted to thy jelf on: ly, bur aiſo to theſe that were in Power after 


thy Father,ai 1d before ihee, WEEE theſe things ianitelted, as by 


' my Declaration in the End of my Book folded, is evyi- 
+ dcut. 


Therefore, O King y it thou ſralt feem to Counter-mand 
my Lo; alty LO DU V ko O07! TE Nie ar {0 Fl car a | LCC, «aS the 


\ 


\ feeddns of ns 0190 7 Pi etious Ries ' --AACES-20;28, I ſhall aefire 
and 0 


Malta kt] Lee in thc 
ter 1t be right 112 


And. 


THE AFTER-Wh N G, &c. 
And thus, 0 Kg, having (Ihope) given thee a Rational 
account of my down r:ght and ſmgle-hearted Concluſion of my Epi. 

le ts thee Dedicated ; 1 ſhall now tell thee 2 the farthfulneſs of 
my Soul, that by the Law of the ſame Law-grver, I am bound 
not onely to pay for thee, 1 Tim. 2. 2. butallo to ovey thee tne 
all Cruil things ,that are agreeable to the Mind of God, revealed in 
hrs Scriptures of Truth; and allo to render Tribute,Cuſtome, Fear 
and Honsur, both to thee, as God hath ſet thee over us, and 
to all others ſent by thee, Rom.13.7. 1 Pet.2.13. Whoſe Obe- 
aence;upon the word of a Chriſtian, without Swearing or Fight- 
21g, either for or againſt thee (God afliſting) he ſhall fair ful- 
ly contiuue 5 who refolveth (unleſs for his ennocent fudgement, 
thou either Deprive him of Life , or Bamjh hum this Land of his 
Natruity) to remain tall Death, 


Thy Loyal Subject , 
HENRY ADIS. 
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| A Word 
READER 
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HE Common Proverb goes, That every L1t- 
tle makes a Mickle 5 and the Kings TRE &- | 
SURIES being empty , whilit the Pay- 
l1ament and City are throwing in their Rich 
Gitts, I (with the Poor Widow in the Go{- 
pel) havecaſt in my M11 T x, letthe King 
take 1t how he pleaſeth ; furc lam, he 
"will take am?ſs, 1 he take tt not well; for God is my Witneſs, 
lintended it tor good, and fo it will prove , it rightly ?mpro- 
zed 3 andis of that worth, that it may be faid of zt, as our Sa- 
-yiour ſaid of tke Widows Mite, 1t w:l/ prove worth all; not 
for the Quantzty, but for the Quality of it; not for the Beeu- 
ty, but for the Blefſeaneſs ; not tor the Eloquence , but for 
_ the Excellency of it; theirs being Material , but this Super- 
" wtural; theirs Perifhing , but this Permanent 3 theirs onely 
to Feed, Cloath and Pamper the Boay , but this to Nowr/h , 
*Ttrengthen, and to Support the Soul, 


Fa. 


Reader, 


"DTT oy TT" | 

Reader, I was neither bred a Scholar, nor a Cornrtter ; there- 
fore chou mult expect 1a it neither Complement nor Curioſity z 
neither was I ever our of this Land of my Nativity ; therc- 
fore look not for any forretgn Ragiiies , but fuch onely as are 
to be found mm the Garden of God. 

It is a Home-ſpun Piece , whercin there is little Floguence, 
and leſs Flattery , but fore of down right hanefly, with abun- 
dance of Fidelity 3 a Ponderous werght of the trueſt Love, wrapt 
_ up inan homely Garment of tne bejt Loyalty, 

To be ſhort, iris that which I know, muſt undergo man 
Cenſures (it not my ſelf ſeurrely Sentenced for it) both by the 
Critical Church-man, and the Carnal Church-member , the Flat- 
tering Courttery and the Flouting Citizen, the Learned Layer, 
and the 7/l:terate Rajtick ; but let them fay what they will , 
and do with /z and Me what they pleaſe, ] much matter it not ; 
for in my Compoting of it, I had a good Conſcience; which, 
ſure I am, 72 the mide of the worſt of Maiſertes, wilt be to me a 
continual Feaſt; tor 1 look upon it, to be a part of my Gene- 
ration IVork , to ſpeak & word in ſeaſon , to the Cherifhins of 
Vertue, and the bearing my Teſtimony againſt Vice, as far as the 
Lord hath enabled me to the beotns 44 downs and fo, to be 
ouilty of the blood of none, but to have a Conſcience al- 
wayes void or ofieace, both towards God, and towards 
Man, and to have no fellowſhip with the unfruittul works of 
darkneſs, but to Reprove them. 

Reader, Jn fine, 1t1s apartof my Talent, the which 7 dare 
not hide in a Napkin 3 and ſeeing it cannot be permitted to be 
employed where 2 ozzht, at mine own peril 1 dare not but Mint- 
ſter it where Tmay: 'Theretore take and yeadiit, after.whicl;, 
it thou fnd Benefit by by vt, bleſs God for it , and crave his afſi- 
ſtance , that thou mayelt make a right uſe of it 5 for Ut rs bis, 
and mne no otyerweſe, than from him, through Mercy have / 

 recearved tt, 
| Net- 


© AD SES vWS:0 
Neither do I /o highly praiſe zt, for any thing that I have z7- 
 fuſedintort 5 but for what through mercy I have been made 
partaker of by it 5 by Divine aſſiſtance, 1 have Compoſed it,and 
the Searcher of all hearts knows, it is neither Pay , nor 
Praiſe 1 aim at , for my reward is with him: Butift the Glory 
of God, the Well-being of his People , the Good of the King , or 
the Benefit but of one Soul be thereby produced, he hath his End; 
who defireth according to the Ab:/zty recerved, to remain, 


Thy Faithful Friend im the 
Truths of feſus , 


HENRY ADIS. 


atrione 


**% AN 


An A frer- Word. 


READER 


RE ADE KR, 
Knowing the temper of theſprts of the generality ofrhc 
Sons and Daughters of men of this Nation, #2 ths Jun- 
ture uf” time z cannot but expect that thou ſhouldlt be 
fomething unſatisfied wich my plainneſs of (peech , and my 
Terms of Thy, Thee, Thou, and D Kg, 12 my Diſcourſe 
to the Keng 5 and alſo, 1n that I «Mok /tm not thoſe Titles 
chat ſome men are þleaſed to put upon him , and therean 1 am 
hin thou wilt be ready to je me as one that am ei- 
cher peremptozily flighting , or peeviſhly ey og. 
the K7nz, becauſe I do not ſay and Do, to and foz him , as 
thou haply canſt and doſe. 
Or at the belt, for the plainneſs of my ſpeech , thou wilt 
conclude me to be one of thoſe ] New-lig ited men of our 
age, commonly diſtinguiſhed by che name of Quakers , be- 
cauſe that in their Speakings and Writings, they Senerally ule 
the ſame Terms ; and to fay Truth, ifthey did not ſpeak the 
Language, and wear the Clothing of the She cep it Chrilt , 
they "could not (Woli-like) fo eaſily deccive as generally 
they do. "h 
Therefore Reader, Ido hereby affure thee, that Tamnot = | 
of that Synagopgne 3 for through mercy I can groundedly, 
and upon a good account let thee know , that I walk by the 
i direction of a more ſurer word of Propheſie , to which I ſhall 
endeayour by the afliſtance of the Eternal $ Spirit, to take 
good heed to 3 and from which I ſhall warrant the foundneſs [4 
and manner of my Speech { trough it be inſuch plainneſs , | 
" and without flattery) to be of God, E 


ATC 


TO TH READER 


And becaule the/: Notniſts haye ſome oi Conaans £.9915 0 
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11 their mouths 3 1 ſhall therefoze no more forbear the ating of Wl 


it,than the Apejile Peter didl the Confeſſing of Chult to be che 
Son of the living God, Math. 16. 15. Becauſe the Devil 
n ſo many words acknowled ged the ſame, Math. $. 29, 
Mark 5.7. Luke $. 28. 

Nejther ſhall 1 refoiye to alter my Habit , becauſe theſe 
men 92g dccerved, run up and down tn the theeps clothing, 
UecetUiNg 5 but ſhall patiently wait upon God for a Manitelta- 
tion of 7hem and all others, to be of the Dynagogue of Da-= 
tan; who ſay, they are 42wes, and are not, but Do lye, 

In the mean while Reader , in Chriftian love I ſhall far- 
ther endeavour thy /atzsfaction , and in the linglenefs of my 
Soul, I ſhall let thee know, that I both Do and ſhall Yonour 
the King, with that honour and reſpect that che Lo2d requt- 
rcth 4 (ould ; as in this Diſcourſe, compared with my Dec/a- 
ra1191 13 theend of this Book tolded, is evident, aithough as 
thou haply mayeſt Judge in my /o/peaking , I xrudely behave 
my ſelf. 

Theretore for thy farther /arrsfattion, know, Lint as Iam a 
 Servantto the Wot igh G9D, and a Membcr. of a CYUrcy 
of Chaift ; So i look upon it to be my Duty, to Regulate 
my Converſation as becometh the Goſpel ot Chult, and ro 
walk in the footſteps ot the Flock ot God gone beiore; who. 
though according to the Requirement of God, they were obe- 
d:ent to Kings > Rulers and Governours , yet tney gave 
them no other Language than in this my Diſcourſe J 
give to King CHARLES: witneſs that Ditcourſe the 
Prophet Danel had with that Jead of Gold, that King of 
Kings, Nebucadnetgan King of Babylon, Daniel 2. 29. who 
- faid, As for thee, D King, thy hovo/ts came 10 thy head 5 
and thou D Rings /aweſt, &c. And inv. 31. 4n4thou, 
 Oking, art King of Ayngs. V. 37. AndthOu art this Head 
ef Gold. V. 38. Andin Dan. 4. 22. 1tzs thou, O Anz, that 
art grown and become ſirong , and thy greatneſs 1s grown an f 
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reacheth unto Heaven , ana thy Domimen unto the ends of the 
Earth yet they fall drive thee from men ; and thy awelling 
ſhall be with the Beaſts of the Field , and they ſhall make thee fo 
eat gras as Oxen,and they ſhall wet thee with the dew of Heaven, 
=D [even times ſpall paſs over thee, till thou know that the N loff 
High Ruleth in the Kyngaom of men , and giveth it to whom he 
wil V.25. WW herefare , D King , /et my Counſel be accepta- 
ble to thee, and break off thy /ins by Rig] teouſneſs, and thine 
inzquity by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor , if it may be a lengthning 
out of thy Tranquility. 

But left any man ſhould fay,that Nebucl adncxgar was a Hea- 
then 3 and theretore the Prophet gave him neich er the 1 itles, 
nor that duc Reſpeft that otherwiſe he would have done. 

In Anſwer whereunto , 1h x" lay before thee the Prophet 
Davida, a King in Jſrael , and a man after God's own heart 5 
who, it it ha T been his due by God: Hfpeing ment, could as 
well have become the Title ct S Dacred, anc | ol EDA1ED 
Majeſty , as any Ye that Iever read or heard of, cither be- 
fore or after him, to this very day ; yet weread, that when 
the Prophet came to him in the caſe of 7ri/2h the tire, he 
faid not, MAy It m— YOUr Dacred Majeey ; bur Nathan 
faid unto Dawid, 2 Sam. 12. 7. 4hou art the Man. Andv.g, 
Thou hajt k:lled 1riah the Hittite with the Sword, and taken is 
IWife to be thy TVite 5 now therefore the Sword ſhall not acpart 
from thy Houſe. 

Neither did the Woman of Tehoah, in 4b/oloms caſe, come 
with a, May it pleaſe your moſt Sacred Majcfty; for ve may 
plainly underſtand what her Dialect was to King David , 
2 Sam.14. 5. Even, Help, D Kng, hen faid ſhe, v. 11. 
[ pray thee, /ct the King remember the Low, {thy Ged, 1/ ot thou 
wouldeſt not ſuffer the e Kevenver of blood t9 deftroy. Many more 
Examples of this kind might be ſufficicatly nail ipled , If 
needful. 

But to come nearer , even to the diſpeni{ation we are now 


un Cer ; ; Peter ſaid unto the Lord Chriſt, ro Emanuel , even to 
God. 


TO "T1" TE" NS" 11" 13" 15"VC: 

Ged with us, Math.16. 16, THOU. art Chriſt the Son of the living 
God, And the Apeſile Paul bein gaPriſoner, and comin g to 
make his cefence, Acts 26, 2,3, heſaid, 1rhink my ſelf happy, 
King A4grippo , becanſe TI ſhall Anſiver for my ſelf before thee, ||| 
this aay 5 tor I know thee to be expert in all Cuſtomes and Que- || 
lions amons the fewss wherefore I beſcech thee (not your 
molt Dacred d/azety ) but I beſecch thre to lcar me fattently. 
Andiav.1z.and 14. At ma-day, D king, 7 aw a light from 
Heaven, --—— And avorce ſheaking unto me 3 1Whereupon, O 
Bing HEViEPa, 1 was not diſobedient to the neavenly 
voice, V. 19. Andinv. 27. King J6rippa, Zrcveſt theu 
the Prophets © { know thou Belicvt. And Paul ſaid, v. 29. 
TI would to God that not onely thous but all that hear me this day, 
were bath aint and altogether ſuch an one as lam , except theſe 
Bonts. | 

Even fo ſhall I ſay to thee, O Reader, I would to God that 
as to my Judgement, thou werteven ſuch an one as my ſelf, 
that{o thou mrghteſt give to Ceſar , onely the things that are Ce- 
{ars, and to Ged the things that are Goas. 

And, Reader , conkder with thy ſelf , that it the Lord 
Chrifſtreproved bum that ſaid to him, good Maſter ; ſaying , 
Why callc/f thou me E88D 4 There 75 None Cood but Cne, e- 
vent Gods Luke 18. 19. Even fo do 1 ſay to my ſelf; 
Viy ſhould 1 Bare te callthe greateſt ot Men, molt Da- 
crtd 2 When! «: Fttrroute that properly and pecuttarly 
belongs tw C67 bimſeif, and was never given to Van by 
GoD; and toMy. ©. Irems to be one of thoſe names ot 
Blaſpicm? wont ſoren Heads of the Feaſt , Rev. 13. 2. 
and no 66 than 2 Battering ittle, 

The which +0 another ot the Kings Titles , had I but 
thc Pi LLIEDSC of his, CAC but one /17i/e futtance of time y 1 
quetton not, bur iv Ztaine aſſiſtance, 1 ſhould ſo Diſcover 
the tiniaafuineſs rrevect, as that he would himſelf refuſe 
(0 0:11 them, 
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And for me to flatter him , or any man elſe, 1dare not 
for theſe Reaſons : 

Fir: , Left-thereby J baing my ſelf and mine, under the 
Sin-revenging hand of God, 4An«!, 

Secondly, Lett J thereby eninare others, 

Firit, Leait 1 endanger my \cl? andmine ; Ze-cav/e , if 
00s words be truc , who ſaith, 1hat he knoweth not to g1ve 
fattering Titles ; it 11000 z Maker (faith he) would 
ſoon take me away, Job 32. 21,22. Anu ihould Ibefound 
ſo doing, God would no more ercuſe me, thor him 5 tor faith 
the Prophet David , Plal. 12.3. The Lord will ent off ail flat- 
fering lips , a7 7e tongue 72! tpeaketh pzoud things ; 
and allo faith that wpright man '/ob, He that (peabeth flattery 
to his Friend , even the exes$ of his Childzen hall fail , Job 
19.5. Sothatas I render the good of my ſelf and mine, J Dare 

_ not doie, 
And ſecondly, Idare not do it, ile { endanger otyers 5 
for @ man that Eattereth bs Ne:hbour, (preadetha Net fo 
Is feet , ſaith che witeſt ot men , Prov.29. x. tor {faith he ; 
A flattering mouth wozketh ruine, Prov. 26. 28. 
And this is that which was the dcitruction of King tZemod ACt. 
12, 21, for {ith the Text, On a jet day Herod arrayed in Royal 
apparel, [ate upon his Throne and made an Oration unto his Sub- 
7eits 5 who upon the hearing thereof, began to flatter him 
tor laith the Text, The People pave a ſhout, ſaying, Jt1S the 
voice of a God, andnot of a \'an; and mmentatly the An- 
1 of the Lord (mote him} becauſe hegave not God the Glo-. 
w3 and he was eaten of Vorms, and gave up the Ghoſt : had 
not his Su{-&ts gtven him that flattering Applauſe, he 94 
not robbc -9d of his Glozy, and fo the Angel had not 

ſmitten him. | 

So that in this 1 queſtion not, bur 1 ſhall eviDEnce MY 
love to the King moze, than they that ſo flatter him. 

Therefore this ſhall be my Reſolution (the Lord aſtitting 
me) to continue treading in the footſteps of the Flock of God 


gone 


Tv TT READER, | 
gone befoze, and ſhall conclude with my ſelf, and fay with 
that Queen, Heſter 4.16. And if therein J perilh, 5 pe- 
rith ; tor 1 had rather ſuffer by man tn obedience to my 
God, than by the Din-revenging hand of Go?, to be cut 

oft in h1s diſpleaſure, 
; Andthus, Reade/, having givci thee an acconnt of my 
- manner of 8peech to the King , which is none other that! 


- what the People of God in fozmer Ages uſed, 50) under 
the Law , and under this Goſpel Diſpenſation ; I ſhall 


| take my leave , and defiring the Lord to ſet zt home upon thy 
| heart , and that it may be /atzsfattory to thee, that ſo thou 
mayeſt not have a prejudice in th y /pirit againſt him,who deſirethy 
to do nothing, cither in wo2d or Yction, but what may tend 
' tothe Glozyof God, the good of his own Doul , and the 
enlightning of thoſe wich whom he doth Converle ; who 
ſhall be readyin Chriſtian love , to give thee a Verbal ſatista- 

Con, to any thing that in this Diſcourſe may be thy diflatis- 


_ faction, 
Anda to remain thy Friend therein, to ſerve thee , 


HENRY ADIS, 


TIOWI'T 


Faults in Printing. 


IT? Page 3, line 15, read,' that ſmote him. p. 6. 1.22, r, into. p.7. 
L.to. r.ſate for fit. p.7, 1,16. r.theſe for this. p.11. 1.9. r.doth now 
(or under this Goſpel Dilpenſation) ſave us. p.24. 1.6, r.pricks for 
prick, p.27, 1.3. r. I have heard thy Prayers, I haye ſeen thy Tears. 
P.27. 1,24. r.and not be faint, [ſ:40. 3r. p.29. 1.7. r. diſcoyered the 
manner of Gods merciful dealings. p.29. 1,2x. r. x Chron,16,29, p31 
I, 4. r. And allo, for, alſo. p.33.1.21.r.godlineſs, for God, p.35. 1.20. 
r- already for early. p.,4.3- 1-18. r. his for mine, p.44. 1.24. r.yer for all 
this. p.5 1, 1.6, r,benefirs for benefic, p, 52.1. 12,71. x Chron.21. for 
Chron.21. p.54. 1.4.7. flies for plies, In the After-writing to the King, 
In P.2o 1.29. I, Prov.iG, 7. | OE 
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IREASURY: 
ak 2 Chron, 32, 25. 
Byt Hezcklah rendred wot ag 4i# according t0 the benefits beſtowed 
pon him ; but his heart was lified up : Therefore there was 
wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 


SURMIMD HE SE words themſelves have a Depen- 


), p=—_ dncy upon the Story geing before, and 
TD RANTS F wk 
pl Jdl}} LF are no other but a Declaration or Manife- 


> 


( 


: if RA] Þ mmm /* ation of the Kings unthankfulneſs to God, 


ME 1 0 


Fill VV * | ; | 
VWOIVRDTTIQY By Hezckiah rendred not again accord- 


lit} : | 
FLW for his Mercies beſtowed, and of the ſad 


| W Conſequences thereof . 


W4\ 


: « the Benefits beſtowed upon him but his heart was lifted up : 
gl 


Had this Diſcourſe been ſpoken as it is now written tothee, 


erefore there was wrath upon him, upon Judah & Jeruſalem. 


B O King. 


= | | 
_ 0 Kits, many diſtini7ions might have been made, and ſeveral 

and remarkable Obſervations hinted at, which might have been 
very uſeful ( if diligently minded,and as effectually put into pra. 
Ziſe ) tome of which for brevity {ake I ſhall here omir, and 
{hall firſt runover the Story that occaſioned the Spirit of God to 
lay down theſe words, and thercia briefly hintat ſome things 
I thall judge aſeful ; and then 7» the ſtrength of the ſame Spirit, 
come to the handling of the words themlelves, 

Good HeFekiah atter the death of his Father King 4haX, 
began his Reign, as we may read, 2 Chron.28.27. who had 
ſet his Son ſo fowl a Copy, that in truth he couldnt write after 
it without blotting And therefore he leaves the ſteps of his Fa- 
ther, and walks inthe pathes of David, and ſome others of his 
Fore-fathers, 

Eor Ahax ( his Father ) Reigned 16 years in Feruſalem, but 
he did not that which was Right inthe ſight of the Lord, UtRe 
Davidbisfather, Ch.28. 1. for he walked iz the wayes of the 
Kings of Iſrael ( which were the waycs of Teroboam the Son of 
Nebat,who made Iſrael to fin) And alſo,or over and aboye their 
abominattons, he made molten Imazes to Balaam, v.2. And bur- 
ed Incenſe inthe Valley of the ſon of Hignom, and burned his 
Children 13 the fire, after the manner of the Heathen, y.3.He Sa- 
crificed alſo, & buryed Incenſe in the high Places,& under every 
greens Tree,v.4. For which miſ-aRings of his,God delivered him 
into the hand: of the Kings of Syriah, and intothe hands of the 
Kings of Iirael, who ſmote him with great ſlaughter, v. 5. 
W hencewe may note, That when Rtngs,Rulers o2 Goyer- 
nours, 4% contrary 10 the mizd of God, God ratleth up Ad- 
verſaries. againit them, as once he did againſt Solowon, 
1Kings11.14. Andas Aha; continues his miſ-aitings, (0 
God encreaſeth his Adverſaries, for the Edomites alſo came 
and ſmote Judah, and carricd away Captives, v.r7. Yet for 
all this, Aha7 returned n8t io him that ſmote him, Thevefozc 
the Philiſtines alſo had invaded the Cities of the Low-Countryes, 
«nd had take ſeveral Towns and Villages, and came and dwelt 


ih 


in his Land, v.18. Whereupon Aha ſends out for help to 
ſuppreſs his Encmics,bst all iz vain, ſo long as he continues ann 
Enemy to God by wicked wozks. Foy a that time Ahaz 
ſent to the Kings of Alyria to help him, v.16. To whom Ahaz 
gave gifts ont of the Lords Hauſe, and out of the Princes Houſes ; 
| but they helped him not, v. 21, but diſtreſſed him, v. 20. 
W hence we may further note, That whilſt men continue wick- 
ed, their Bleſſings become Cnſes, and their hoped foe helps, 
hindzances. 
And thns whilſt Aha7 is underthe fin-revenging hand of God, 
- the ſaying of the Pfophet 7/atah is in him made good, 1/aiah 
1.5. Why fhould ye be ſmitten any more © ye will Teyolt pet 
- moze and moze. For w:th our firſt Parexts in the Garden, 
Gen. 3.8. Aha; runs further from hts God, 4»dreturnetl 
not to htm that mote htm. And with the fierce dog earneſtly 
[naps at the ſtone that is thrown at him , little con(idering the 
hand that threw it. And thus whilſt menare quarrelling at 
| ſecond cauſes, they looſe both the Berefit and the Bleſſing of 
Goas chaſtifing hand, And therefore cannot with David (that 
- manafter Gods own heart } ſay, as once he dtd, Pſal. ug, 67, 
71. Jt wasgood for him that he was atfflided,for before he 
was afflicted he-went altray ; 5«t now (faith he) J have kept 
thy wozd. Thus whilſt David is making a Rzht improve- 
ment of Gods chaſtiſing hand upon him, he 1s made ſenſible of 
Gods faithfulneſs towards him; which cauſcth him thankfully 
to acknowledge the ſame; & to fay,v.5 7. 1know, 0 Lord,that thy 
- Judgments are right, 42d 74a? thou i» faithfulneſs haſt 
afflicted me : He now ſees the dealings of God herein to- 
wards him to beſuch,as that he makes that Sandified uſe of it, 
2s once Moſes the Servant of the Lord required of Iſrael, Deut. 
'8. 5. Thow. ſhalt alſo conſider 4n thine heart, that as a Fa: 
ther chaſteneth bis Son, ſo the Lord thy 60d Chaſteneth 
_ thee. And fo faith our Apoſtle, Heb. 12: 5, &c. — My ſor 
deſpiſe not 1how the chaltening ef the Lord -— For whom the 


Lordloverh he chaſteneth, adſcourgeth every Son hone 
bereceivetÞ' B 2 | Men 


Men lie under the Chaſtiſing Hand of God, as Way and 
Clay in the heat of the Sun, whole heat ſo Molifieth the Wax, as 
that it becomes plyable and fit for the 1mpreſſion of the Seal, 
W k:ilſt the Cay ( though betore ſoft.) yet ts thereby hardened, 


made ſtiff, and ſo &ritle, thar it will rather break,thanin the 
leaſt conforms to the Seal. 


And thus, it fares with King Aha, he grows worſe and 
wor ſe.; fo? inthe time of this diſtreſs,did he Treſpals yet mozec 
and moze, faith the Text, 2 Cor. 28 werſ.22, For he SjACtt- 
fiſed /9 +4 Gods of DamasKkus,wbich ſmore him, & he ſaid, 
Becauſe the Gods of the Kings of Syahb helped them, 
Thercfozew:{ 1 Sacritice hem,that they mayhelp me, v. - 
23,Thus whilſt men forſake the txue God, they truſt on them 

which by natureareno Gods: Ard ſo become as ſerſeleſe, 
and as ſortiſh as they, For they that make them, re ltkeunto 
them ; And fo are a zhey tar put their trufi in them, ?/a!, 
I15.*. | 

And asif theſemniſ-actings of his were not enoughto make 
hira and his People ſufficiently Miſerable ; he Crowws, as it were 
all his former Evils, with this zriple Crowne of Abominations z 
Firſt, hecutinpreces the veſſels of theLozds Youſe. Sc- 
condly, heſhutup the Doozs oftheLozdsDouſe. And | 
Thirdly,hefets up afalſe wozthip in every Cozner of Je- 
ruſalem, to burnetnfenceuntoother Gods, verſe 24,25: 

Thus whift men relinquiſh their knowledge of the true God, 
they are given up tO blindneſs of Eyes, and hardneſs of Heart ; 
To commit all Abominations with greedizeſs; for (o ſaithour 
Apoſtle, Rom. 1.28, 29. Amd as they did not like to yetain 
Godin their knowledge,God gave themup to arep2o- 
bate mind, 70 do thoſe things mbich were wot convenient, being 
filled with all unrighteouſneſs, &c. And thus Fhilſt 4ha7 
is committing ſin with greedineſs, Aha is made partaker ot its 
wazes ; for the WARES of fin is death, 2o2-.6.23. And ſecing 
Aha will thus forget God in hislife-time, God at length will 
aeprive him of a poſſibility of remembring him at all; forin 


death 


ES? on pt.» 
\ 


C 5) Har 
| death thereis no rememibzing ofthee ; 42d who ſhall giyeo 


thee Thanks #/» the Pit? ſal 6.5, 
Aha; being ggus deprived of life, HcFekiah now cometh 


" to ſucceed his Father in the Cr cwa and Government: Andice- 


ing the ſeveral miſ-actings of his Father, and the ſad Conſe- 


quences that attended both htm and his people thereupon,is not 


willing to heir his Fathers puniſhments, And therefore will 


 notatt in his Fathers fins, but mikes an evident Manifeſtation 
. of his experimental knowledge of them, and alfo of his utter 


Deteſlation tothem;, together with a Publick Declaration of the 
intentions of his heart, tor athorow reformation throughout 


” his whole Realm; for he gathered the Prieſts and the Levites 
_ together into the Eaſt-ſtreet, Chap. 29,v.4.andfaid v.6. Our 


Fathers have txeſpalled c done :hat which was exutl in the eyes 
of the Lord our God,and have fozſakenhim, 4-4 -4aveturned 
away their faces fromthe Yabitation of theLozd, a4 


- turnedtheir backs, v.7.4/ſs they have ſhut up the Doozs 


of the Poztch, ad put out the Lamps, a#44have not 


burnt Jncenſe, no? offered burnt-offerings inthe Yoly 


Place, to the God of 1ſrae! : Wherefoze ſaith he, v.8, The 


Wrath of theLozdws- #po» Judah az4 Jerulalem, ad 
_ he hath deitvered them z- trouble, aſtoniſhment, ad :- 
- hiſſing, ye [ce with your eyes; tor ſaith hev.g, Our Fas 
thers have fallen 5 ihe Sword, and our Sons and our 
Daughters, ad ov Wives arei» Captivity (for this ) 


And aow it is in mine heart tomake a Covenant wir4:heLo2d 


' God of Jfrael,c4a: 4/-ferce wrath ay turnaway from: »s, 


verſ.10. Therefoze he calls upon the Levites and the 
P2teſts, co be activein the Work, . azd not robe nenligent 
in the places God had ſet them in,v.11. | 
| A glorious Reformation 1s likely tO ſucceed, when a Prince, 
nt out of Cnſtome,but out of Conſcience ſhall begin the Work;and 
the more likely itis to proſper, when his Jeal thereunto ſhall 


thus cauſe him to provoke them,who indeed ſhould have firſt ftira 
"red him up tothe Work, 


And | 


And inthis Reformation,the firſt work that he enters upon 
is the. opening and Repairtag the Doo? of theLozds 
Doule, & 70 cauſe the Levites to ſanttifie themſelves, & to ſan- 
difiethe Houſe of God, & to'Carry to2th thMilthineſs out of 
the bolyPlace, v. 34,5. the dire wayto a happy Reformati- 
0p, and as ready a way to haye with God a Reconciliation for 
if the iniquity of our holy things be net done amay, what will tt 
avail us, though wethrive never (o wellin our ſecular affairs £ 
for ſo ſaith our Saviour, Mat. 16.26. For what is a man profi- 
zed, if he (ball gata the whole wozld, 4-4 looſehis own 
Soul ? Or what ſhall a maygive inexchange for his Soul * 

In this Reformation, HeFekiah's ſpeed equals his willing neſs, 
and like 4 pair of Heifers accuſtomed to the yoak, they draw 
both together, for as'it was his firſt work, to have reſpect 
to the cleanſing of his holy things, ſo it was his careto do 
itinthe frſ# year of bis Reign, and nor late inthe year, butin 
the firſt month of that firſt year ; tor {0 ſaith the Text, 2 Chro.29, 
3. Heinthe firlt Pear of hos Rergnyin the fivit month, opened 
the Doozs,6:c. 

And the isthat which I am perſwaded is well pleaſing to 
God, when men ſleep not upon good Reſolutions, but puts them . 
into preſent andeffeciual pradtiſe; for no man can call to mor- 
row his : Therefore the Counlcl of the Spirit of God is good, 
which he hath given bythe Wiſe Man, Eccleſ. 9.10. Whatſoever 
thy hand findeth todo, do tf, with thy might, for there is 12 
work,nor device,nor knowledge, nor wiſdome in the gave wht- 
ther thou goelt. | 

Heekiah began to Reiga when he was five and twenty years 
c14, Chap. 29.1. And he did that which was tight zz he 
(ig ht of the Lord, according to all that Dadth hts Father had 
done, v. 2, Andas by Fatth Moſes, when he came to years, 
ref uſed to be called the Son of Pharaohs Daughter chooſing ra- 
ther to ſuffer Atfutions wth the People of God thanto enjov 
the pleaſures of finfo2 aſeaſon;eſteeming therepzoachof 
Chriſt,greaterriches:4a»hetreſures ofEgypt(becauſe) 


he 


= (7) 

he had reſpect to the recompence ofreward, Heb. 17, 24. 
S0 HeXchkiah being five and twenty years old when he began to 
Reign, refuſed.towalk in the wayes of fin, as Aha his Father 
had done, but begins with diſcretion to conſider what was well- 
pleaſing to God, and thereforehe learns to write by aperfecs 
Copy, he takes a Mar after Gods QWN heart to be his Partery, 
though they that hated him without a cauſe weremoze than 
thebarrs ofhis bead, though his enemies weremtghty, 
 Pfal. 69.4. though hebecame a P2zoverbto many,verſe i 1. 

andthough they that ſate inthe Gateſpake againſt htm, and 
though he became a Bong tothe D2unkards, ver. 12. yet 
theſe and ſuch repzoaches as theſe, hall not frighten him, 
but HeFekiah will do according to allthat Davtd hts Father 
. haddone; Dvi4welce was no Allower ot Deunkennels; 
for the DqunRkards made Songs of 4/2, as they donowin 
this our dayes upon thoſechadefire towalk inthe infe- 
g2ity of their hearts befozethe Lozd, as Davtd did; Da- 
vid gopenednota Doorto any manner of Iicenctouſnels ; 
neither doth HeJekiah, ' when he comes to Reign, goto the 
_ houſeot Taughter, bur ro the Houſe of God ; ke runs not to 

Dawkings,noi:Yuntings.,Revellingsnor Dancings Rt- 
- ottngsno2Banquetings,he ſets notupnor tojlerares $2age- 
. Playes, May-games nor Paſiimes ; but comes tO a ſ:rions conſude- 
ration what the mindof God was, thatſo he migit pleaſehim, to 
the Eternal well-being,both of himſelf and thoſe that were under 
his charge , ihcretore with (peed he gpens the Doozs ofthe 
Lo2ds Youle,and begins topuf awaythe tntquitysfþis. 
, holythings: | 

Now know, © King, that HeFekiah was agood may, and 
went On in his Reformation in Gods'wway. let metherefore beg 
of thee, as thou rendereſt thy Souls good 10 "Eternity, 2a%e 
bin for thy Pattern, Uegin thy Reign as he did his, /0-4 
. into thy holy things, lec what there is amiſs there, conſider the 
- Common-p2ayer, whence itcame& whitherit tendetl;, 
' veigh it with its appurtenances inthe ANanes of the 

"ip ancua- 


F "CS 
*2andtuazp , tryitby tbe Louch-fioneof Gods Wozd, 
{ec whether tt b$not toolight, of what God would have tt 
© be; ſecalſo whether the Inventions of Men have nor 
made it too heavy, thou canft not beloo £ad therein; 
for he that doth in his ſervice to God MOLE than mat God 
Commands, doth toomuch, 7 - zo better than a Will 
wozlhipper; he that doth lefs than Got: Commandeth 
bim, doth toolittle, = 
Conſideralſo, which is the Dove of Gods Youſle, and 
openthat; for Chriſt himſclffaith, That maxy falſe Prophets 
will ariſe, and ſhall deceive many; and therefore he requireth his 
Diſciples, »0t to 20 out tothem, Math, 24. 24, 26. Therefore 
the opening of any Doo? wilinot fervetheturn ; 27c}etia/ 
openedtheDoozof the Lozds Youſe : Therefore forthe 
Lords ſake Cofider what thou doeſt, take that Counſel 
from the Spirit of the Lord, which 1s Recorded in x Thef. 5, 
21,22. P20VL all things, and held faſt that which 1s good , 
 . andabſtain from all APPLAarance of evil. 
- Takenotice ofthe Difpenfatton thou artunder, and do 
thy Generation wozk in Gods wap;the. Church of Chzift 
under the Goſpel,tsnot Natronal, but Congregational ; 
HeFekiah was of the Race of the Fewes, and a King of Indah, 
it was HeFekiahs work' to open the Doors of the Material Tem- 
ple ſcituate in Jeruſalem, where God had under that diſpenſa- 
tion promiſed his preſence, 1 Kings 9.3. Sethatif HeFekiah 
had opened axy sther Door, he had been a ſinner as well as his 
Father 4haF, who opened another, when he ſhat thoſe Mate- 
r1al Doors, where the Jews had a Right to Worſhip, as they _ 
were ina Nattoual Church-Communton,upon the due ad- 
miniſtration otthar fleſhly Ordinance of Ctreumctſion,per- 
emtoztiy upon the 8th, day, Gez. 17. 12. Under which he 
that negletted to Circumciſe his Male Infant upon the 8, day, did 
itfoo 1ate, and afier Gods time, and that Jnfant was co be 
cut offromthePeople, v. 4, and hethardidir betorethe 
3th.day, did it too ſoon, and before Godstime, and fo be- 
; Came 
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Otdinance of God under that dopend ation : So alſounder 
a Goſpel diſpenſation, we dare not adminiſter that InduCtin 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, without Yaith in God be firlt be- 
. So that if perſons ball require from us the Adminiſtra- 
tion of that P2dinance , we ſhall no more dare to do ic than 
Philip , who firſt would have an account of Cunuch's 
faith  befoze he Baptized him ; tor ſo ſaith the Text, 44, 
8. 37. If thou Beleeveiſt with all thy heart, thou marett ; 
who immediatly made a Conteſfion of his Yatth ; and rhis is 
according to the Comme.ſ:ion of Chritt, Afork rs. verl. rx. 
which ſaitn not, thar he that is Bapttzed, but he that Belie- 
vethand is Baptized (hall be ſaved ; $0 thar it is a dange-. 
rous thing to make the ſtcait Gate that leads to life, wt- 
der than God Hath made tf. 

Therefore know O King, tnat thou art under that diſpen- 
ſation, in which the AC is 1Ath to the root of the Tree, and 
wherein every tree that brings not torth FWD fruit, is ro be 
hewen. down and calf into the fire > Math. z. 19, Under 
which perſons are fozbidden to plead their Sirth-pzibti- 
ledges, v. 9. as that they are Childzen ot Believing Pa- 
rents, or Dons and Daughters oo Abzaham ; bur under 
that diſpenſation by waich zbey are all the Ciildren of God by 
faith in Chaiſt Jeſus(as aforeſaid )who have actually mani- 
feſted their faith by therr obedience, in their putting onof 
Chrilt by Baptiſm as thar Churca uid, Gal. z. 26,27. Duch 
as are choſen out of the wozld, Jon 15. 19. Join 17. 6, 
14. Stparating themlelves acco:ding to the requirements 
of God, from faiſe and Babyloniſh wozthip, Revel.1 8.4. 
' 2 Cor.s. 14,17. Deng begotten to the taith, Pailemon x 0. 
1 Tim. 1, 2, 2 Tim.r. 2. Titus 1. 4. By the Pxeaching of 
the Word, James 1. 18. 1 Cor. 4. ix. And quickned by 
the Spirit, Johns. 63. Rom.8. 11... Ephi.2. 1,5. Cot >-1.2, 
Being bon again z x Join 4. 7. 1 Jonng.r. 1 Join 3. 9. 
Not of cozruptivle ſeed, but of tncozruptible, 2 Fes a 
_ Ob. 


(17) 


Not of fleſh no2 blood , no2 after the will of man , but of 


God, John 1.13. Leng bon of water and the <pirit ; 
without which, it we may believe our blefied Saviour him- 
felt, john 3. 5. No man can enter into the Kingdcm of 
- Heaven ; rhe neceſſity whereof is fly /azd down by the A- 
\ poſtle, 1 Pet.3. 20. Who ſpeaking: of the preſervation that 


' Noah had by the Ark from that deluge of water,Gen.7. 17. 1 Ye 


like figure whereunto even Faptiſm (faith he) doth now 
ſave us, nct by waſhing Away of :4- filth of the ficſh , 5: 
_ the anſwering a good Conſcience towards ©od by the RKe- 
ſurrection of e/zs Chriſt 5 as it the Apoitle ſhould have taid, 
it is not the wakhing the body1n water that is oi this ſaving 
nature > buritis ce going into the water in a Conſciona- 
ble obedience ro the Cemmand of Ged » to have our ſins 
 myltically waſhed away by Laithin the blood of Cyaſt ; 


and 1o allo {ah the Apoltle, Atts 22,16. And now why tar- . 


« rieſt thou , ariſe and be Bipttsed, and waſh away thy ſins; 
- calling on the Name of the Lozd; and the ſame Apoſtle 
writing to '/zzus , makes a Clear diſcovery by what means 


God on their parts ſaved them, Titus 3.5. 74/40 hath ſaved- 


uS (laith he) not by DeeDS$ of Xzghteonfſneſs that we have done, 
bur by che waſhing of &egeneration, or (as the old Tranſ- 
lation renders 1t) by cne forniain of the n:6 birtY 5 and 
- renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,by Water-wotk, and Dpirit- 
wo2k ; the Spirit operating upon, and K02ung up @ Soul 
. conſ:ionably c© ebey Godin that Holy (thuugh among men 
_ that much Diſpiſed) O2dinance of Water-baptiſm. 

And thus tlie Apoltie teis us by what means Chr:ft ai elen- 
_ſedhis Church 3 viz. with the waſhing of water, by (or 
according) to the WO2D, Eph.s. 26. And thus ſome in the 
Church of the Corinthians, who formerly were unrighteovs, 
- even Fornicators, Idolaters, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſors 
- of themſelves with man-kind , Thieves and Robbers ; 
were by this <pirit and Water-wo2k walhed and clcanicd; 
For ſo faith our Apoltle , x Cor.6, 11. And ſuch were jume 
* | C2 of” 


OOO TESY ; 
of you 5 but ye are walheD;bur ye ere Sanitzfed, but ye are Fu 
/tfied in the Name of the Lo2d Jeſus, and by the <pirit of 
our God ; So that a Church of Chriſt , or Houſe of God 
under a Goſpel diſpenſation, is to be 6u2/: up «f lively (tones, 
aſpiritual Houſe , an holy Prieſthood, to ofter up ſpiritual 
SACTifIces3 ( that will be ) acceptable to God oy fejus Chriſt, 
1 Pet.2, 5. Of winch the building of the Aaterial 1 emple was a 
Type; foras the Houſe which Se/omen built, 1 Kings 6. 7, 
as built of Kone made ready befote it wa« b2oug ht thither ; 
fo that there was netther HAMMEL 147 9%, 197 any tool of 3= 
rot heard in the Houſe , 4c 77 was z2 butiding ; So in 
the gathering or building a Gcſpet-Church, /c-/ons ore 79 be 
fitted, hewen and ſquared , befoze they are laid tnto this 
Building - they are to tfPent tron D}an woZks, and! to have 
Faith in 0d, befoze they be Baptized ; that as that was a 
Material , 1o this a ſpiritual Houſe ; as thoſe {toncs were 
dead, theſe lively ; as thoſe ſtoncs fo ſoon +5 they were laid 
into the building, an< the wozk finiſhed , they became a 
Houſe fit to ſacrifice in; ſo theſe ſively ſtones being 
brought together , are fit pzeſently , actually to offer up. 
ſpiritual Sacrifices, ſuch as God will accept, they being in 
Jeſus Chultt, firtt myſtically by Laity: and tecondly,acual- 


ly by thetr Dbedience 3 and Faith & Dbedience being Gods | 


Twins , we dare not im the leaſt entertain j5 much as o thought to 
ſeparate them. 

So that, O King, if thou with Hezckiah wilt open the D802 
of the Lo2ds Eouſe, it is not a National, ba: a Ccn;rega- 
tional Poo? thou art to opin , which is nor ro be gempul-= 
live, but perlwaſive ; tor 1o {ith a true Geſpel-P2ulfrs. 
Anowing therefore the KExrour of the Lo/d , Wu P. a0 M:N, 
2 Cor.5.11. Now then we are Imoaſlſ&d3:s f Gi Ebrijt , 0s 
thouzh God aid beleech you by US ; UWe 1247 you 7 Cr: /ts 
| [tead, be ye reconciled to God, v. 209, WHAheuce we May note , 
tiara Golpel WPiniſter 1s not to belike the General of an 
4rm?, to frighten, beat or fight men into faith ; bur as an 


be 1 
_$M- + 
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- Imbaſſadoz to perſiade wid invite , and gently to treat 
*  wotth, and to entreat 7770 ze way of God3 the one being 
Piavolical, but co I Evangelical and the way of 
1 ove being Gods \V this is one oi the diſinguiſying 
Characters ofa fre ofpel- Miniſter , whom thc 4 obe of 
Cyalt zach contratned, which cauſcrn men is 100k upouy 
them , tobe Fan SOIL 2 Or MADINCN; ior {ofjairn Gur 
Apo {He 3 2 (57, 3 J» To 07 wt; ELie 7 WWE VE oclines RUS [e£1%ES, 
7t 75 to God, or whet? or ak Tahow, if 15 fer your l & #fe, for te 
1.9Ve of Cyztz COLE: ZUS ; D and fit, 1h0 11 1 ap. 12, + 
I will aot be burtyenfom to you, for f Ach not Yours) but POL 

(and he gives chis in as a Reaſon; for faith ke\'T he Child zen 
ought OP 'e 1Qy rw for the Parents, but 1c Parents for he 
SROvEN? 5 and] will very, gladly [pend and be ſpent /o- you, 
wa 36 te 3078 abundantly 1 love, the leſs 1 am loved c 
Arid furl gre made rs ſcers of the Fork of God by ' the Doly 
Gil r\s 20. 28. whofFeeD vt, and take the overſ's Sho thereof, 
70 BY -cnſtraiat; but willingly not of thy lucre , but of a 


reaa} ict, Pet.5 - 2, as good Stewards of the manifold 


Crave OL God, ; Peta is. Sa are 200d D;ephetds, and not 
Hirelinos, who 1! ay Bowen tieir life fo2 the ſheep, John 19. 


r 1. Whilſt others bein S made Nvper-ſeers by men, inſtead of 
fFerding 7/e Flock, fecd upon the Flock 5 as thoſe careleſs Shep- 
herds ſpoken of, Ezeb.34.2,3,7, Againt whom a Woe w 
D2Onounced , 177 o fern themſelves » ho eat the iat , and 
cloath (Omienn?s with the V eol,ond 4:77 tem that are feds 
but feed not the F! WURE who : ſreng; hen not tye viſcciſed 3 
nor jg tie (iT, 1:01 * Lind 7 LP 4c b2oken ,, nor bang -- 
Fan (yaf wh; ch is £3: ven TILT) i} 9 OT [teh that which 75 


Toft , 5: Bule thum wity cruelty ; a5 che Prophet faith, 


Maca! 3. 253352. 11/10 hit .£ f1;f © 96D) GNU 1 16vE the evil; who 


pluck off their [8tng; £01}: 6;f tte ) te {/ {is Watt from their: 
bones 5 wo cat the fiefhot my i (opit» 60d jay their chins 


from ot Fthems who oreak ihetr f 0228 ,and C0þ bs n Þi CLES as for 
. the Pot, end 0s fiſh fer the Caldren, v. 5 


[jo bite with ther 
teeth, 


| T4 
zeeth, and cry, Teace 3 and he that putteth not into their 
mouth, they make War againſt them - who arc Hirelings, 
and not true Syepyeards > wio fo2merly, it a fatter Bene= 
fice came tn the way , would not fiay tl the TVolf canie , but 
hearkned to that Call, and letr the Sheep, zo ſecure themſelves 
from the Wolves, if they would 5 But ſuch are falſe Apoſtles, 
deceittul workers , transfouming themlelves into the Apo- 
ſties of Chuſt ; 4:4 no marvel ja:th UL Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 17. 
' 13, 14. For Satan himſelf us transformed into an Angel of Light, 
v.15. Thereforett © no great thing, if his JPimitcrs alſo be 
transfo2med into the Miniſters ot Righteouſneſs z w/ o/2 
end ſhall be according to thetr works 3 whillt the true Apoltle 
is as free to give, as freely he Hath recetved , who 5 ready 79 
Preach theIVord, and tÞ be inltant in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon, and zo rep2ovLe, rebuke and exhoat wth al {ong-ſuſfering 
and Doctrine, according to that good Advice, 2'/7m.4. 2, 
And thus, O King, having ia ſome meaſure given thee the 
Character of a Goſpel-Church, & Minty ; 1 ſrall now beg 
thee in Gods fear, that thou have a care thou open the right 
D002: open not the b2oad Gate that teads to dillruction;in- 
ſtead of thatnarrow Way that leads to i ite, dat. 7.1 3,14. 
1i thou intendett to do GoDS Wozk, igve a caie thou coelt it 
in Cod3 Way, And thar 1 nuay the berter perſwade thee 
 thereunto , 1ſhall b: -.iy lay before thee two or three Exam- 
p:es, of Gods ſeverity againlt thoſe that have been carelcfle 
therein: Moſes and Aaron the Servants of the Lord, Numb. 
20. who but for ſmztang the Rock , when they ſtould have 
/jeken to jt, died inthe Wilderneſs , and were not fjuffered 
to Carry 7/rael into the Land ot Canaan, as we may fully un- 
derſtand by comparing the -eighth verſe with 11,12,23. to 
29, with Numbers 27.12.t0 15. with Deut.34. If Saul will 
fave alivethoſe which God will have deftroyed , Saul mult 
deeply ſuffer tor it, 1 Sam. 15. but more of this anon : And 
if Akan will take of the accurſcd things, Akan nwſt deeply 
ſuffer ; tor faith the 'Text , Joſhua 7. 24, 25. And Joſhua 


ſad, 


+ ; 
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faid , Why haſt thou HL Ay The Lord ſhall troufe 
thee this day; and all //rae/ toned him , his Sons and his - 
Daughters, tis Oxen and his Afes, and his Sheep., and bur- 
nedthem with fire : The Lo2d give thee , O King, an un- 
derftanding Yeart , to conſider things aright, 
Burt to proceed, FHezehraj.aoth uot onciy ftir up the Prieſts 
and Lev:tes to the Work of Reformation , but alſo all Judah 
and Jeruſalem, and wrote Lettirs, Chop. zo. 1. and made 
a TRecece, and made Proclamation , z/ a! they 11 COM upto | 
Jeruſalem, zo keep :4- Pallcover into the Lords /or they | 
pad not done it of along time in ſuch ſoztas it was written, | 
Fx; 
Whence we may note, That in Fezekza)'s Reformation, he 
Refozmed not according to what had been their cuſtem of a 
long time, 07 to what his Father befote Him diD ; but ac- 
cording AS it was written, according to the Liiw of God; = 
And this is that which makes the Work to thare in his | 
hands, when he doth Gods UUotk in Gods Uay, 
Theretore let me beg thee D KINg, as tyou tenderelt thine 
 -Pwongood , now thou art upon thy Reformation , to take 
VYezekiah tor thy Pattern, have the YWozd of the Lozd fox 
thy Warrant, ſee thou do it according to the written Law 
of God; foz ſuch a Refozmation onely will ftand , and 
thou with it ; Burt it rhou do it according to the foumer 
cuſtoms, and what thy Father did befoze thee, thou ſaweſt 
that tcll;and him withit ; tor what is of man, will come to 
nothing, butit it be of God, it cannot be overthrown, ts 
5. 36,39. 
And know , O Xyg , that much Knowledge and true 
Light bath broken forth within theſe twelve years,and what 
men nught do in tgnorance , baply may be ercuſable , 
Which now cannot ; tor {o ſaith our Apcltle ,. Lets 17. 3. 
Tn te times of this tgnozance God winked at , v2: now he 
Commands all men every vihere torepent ; Andlert ro 
man deſpiſe my Speech , inſ{aying, much Knowlicdge and 


| , GS, true 


— On 
tfite Light is within theſe tew years Baoken out 3 it they ſhall, 
I mutt anfwer them atrer te manner of /eer , anſwering 
thoſe ſcoing ſewes tn that tyen [0 mich admired ac giving 
' out of the DOpirit z &ci+ 2. 14413. Ve wuce nor Fannas 
 xicks or Mad menzas ye fappole in lo laying 3 92; this 75 hot 
which waz ſpoken of by the Prophets , Dare! 12.4, Many 
 fhall run to and fro, and Knowledge Hill enzxeale ; tor ſaitiy 
the Prophet, Hava.:. 14. Ce Earth fait be le with rhe 
Knowledge of ze glozy of the LomD > 2s /e waiter cover 
the Deg; Theretore be ſure, G Nig, thou have, Cyus 

ſaith the Wo2D of the Lo2d, tor thy Warrant ; tor God is a 
jealous God , and will not be ferved with any thing, but 
what is of ht3 own. 

And this did Hezehiah throunhout all 'ſudah, and wrought that 
winch was GOOD, aud right, aid truth before the Lord bis God; 
and in every wo2k 7hat he bevan tn the lervice ot the Youſe of 
God, and in the Law , 2nd inthe Commandments, 72 /ee% 
his God, he did it votty all his heart 5 and faitn the Text, Ye 
p2olſpered, Chap. 31. 20,21. | 

Whence wc may note, That wyrife Hezekiah's heart was up- 
rizht to God,God proſpered him 3 and thus we find in Hoy Writ, 
That whilſt men with a perfett heart, have a careful eye in all their 
undertakings to pleaſe God, God hath a tender eye over them to 
profper them: And thus whilſt Zoſeph is anſwering his luittul 
Mittris, with a Yow can J Do this great wickednels and 
ſin agaiaſt God ? Gen. z9. y, Though Toſ#55 by her re- 
vengetul malice be caft into Priſon , yet GoDtS Þithy yum , 
v. 21. Jid Godgives him favour 2: he eyes of the Priſon- 
Keeper, mfomuch that the Pr:ſon-Keeper looked not after any thing 
| that was under hrs hands 5 and the Reaſonis adged, wer/. 25. 
Becauſe the Lowd was with him ; and that nwich he ard, the 
'Text ſaith, Th? Lo2d made it to p2eſper, 

And thus whilſt Danzel in the Babyloniſh caprtivity,is reſol- 
vedin his heart 9: to de/ile himſelf with a portion of the B41JS 
Jdolatrous Meat , zor of his Wine z God bringeth Danet 


. | js ; U 2 


C3; | 
7nto FAvVour and tender Love " tbe Prince of the Eunuchs, 
Dan. z. 3,9. Inſomuch that the Eunuch will venture his head 
to the King his Maſter , rather than Danze! ſhall wan that 
food he Deſires, v. 10,14. 

J A good encouragement for the People of God in the very 
: worſtof times, even to take up a Reſolution, to eye God 1m 
' mhathewould have them to do in all things, and not at all tofear 
the faces of men, though never ſo great ; tor it $hadrach, 
. Mefhach and Abednero, will not bow to Nebuchadnezzgars 
Image , but Keep themſelves cloſe to their God, God will 
keep as cloſe to them ; and one {ike the Son of Man ſhall walk 
with them in that ſeven times hot fiery Furnace, to preſerve them , 
Dan. 3. 16,25. Will Danzel Petition no other but the true 
God, though againit the Decree of the King? that God 
will lend ins Ingel, to Gut- the mouths ot the Lyons z 
that they (hall not hurt him > Yan. 6. 10,22. 

- Therefore ſutter me to beſpeak thee and thy People , O 
King, inthe Language of Azariah the Son of Oberd , which 
he once uttered to King 4/a, 2 Chron.if.1, Hear thou 
me CHARLES, and all England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
in particular thou proud, yoluptucus and vain-glorious City 
of London , the Lord t$ with You whillt you are with him, 
it ye ſeek him, he will ve found of you ; 57 7/7 ye forjake 
him, be will for ſake you. 

And let notthe King be angry , it one that is counted a 
Fannatick ſpeak once more to him, not in his own Lan- 
guage, butin the words ot the Spirit of the Lord, in the Pro- 
phet Dav:d to his Son , 1 Chron.28.9. Ahd thou Solomon my 
\ Son, know thouthe God of thy Fathers, and ſerve him with a per- 
| fett heart, andwith a wills mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all 
| hearts, and underſtandeth all the mmaginations of thy thought, 
* *f thou ſeek him, he wall be found of thee, but if thou fO2labe him) 
» he will caſt thee off fo2 ever. "Thou knowett, O King, 
; thouhaſthad a caſizn” off, and that that caſting off may not 
7 o- tor eyer; be perſwaded to turn to thy God with all thy 
< beart. _ De ; 


| 18) 
We uſually ſay, That he that would move another to weep, 
mult firſt cry himſelf, he mult firſt begrn the paſſion ; thus hath 
God done, God hath begun a1Vork , God hath firſt troden 
a Path for thee, O King, to walk in, God hath made a Ke- 
turn to thee moſt miraculouſly , and far (I preſume) beyond 
thine own Expectation , or the /. magination of many others 3 
therefore, O King, Prepare to meet thy Goa, have a care thou 
walk not in any By-path, but onely and alone 27 tat Path of 
Returning, which God hath zroden for thee 5 and as God hath 
heen Meraeulous 18 his Returning to thee, © be thou as Emment 
in thy Returning to him 5 tI$ is that which I am confident the 
Lord looketh for at thy hands 3 tor 1o faith the Lip of 'Trurth it 
ſelf, Luke 12, 48. For unto Whomlbever much is proven, of him 
ſoall be mach required 5 and the ſame voice hath the Spirit of 
the Lord in my Text , But Hezekzah rendred not again accord- 
ing to the Benefits beſtowed upon him 5 therefore wrath fell upon 
him, and upon 7 udah and Jeruſalem. 

And that I may come to the handling the words them- 
ſelves, I ſhall briefly ſhew what God did Fo: Deztekiah , that 
cauſed him to look tor {o ſuitable a return from Hezekiah, 

After thele things , and the eſtabliſhment thercof', Chap. 
32,1, That is, Atter the Reformation that Hezekiah had 
made , as Ihave in part laid down , anc] as in the three fore- 
going Chapters 1s more particularly diſcovered ; After theſe 
things, and the eſtabliſhment thereof , Sennacherib King of Aſ- 
[yria came and entered into fudah , and Encamped againft the 
fenced Cities, and thought to win them to himſelf. 

Whence we may note , 'That though men wa/k never ſo 
cloſe with God, yet they cannot be exempted trom the malicious 
endeavours of wicked men ; David we know , is Recordedin 
holy Writ , to be a Man after Gods own heart > who in the 
Confidence of his Doul, ſometimes can fay, 'The Lozd 1S 
on-his right. hand, he ſhall not be moved, Pſal. 1s. 3. And 
anon in -/a.17. 8. he begs of the Lord, to hide him under 

the thadow of his Winzs , trom the wicked that ___ 
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him, and from his deadly Enemies: Now he w:7 no? fear 
what man can Do unto jim: And anon, he cryethour, 
That one day he ſhall fall by the hand of Saul. 
Good men 272 27 an uncertainty of quietneſs, Or trangulity, 
03 this ſide the grave: It the Sons' and Daughters of God had 
100 much Happineſs ana Peace n thts life , they would then be- 
gin to ſettle vfon the Lees , and ſatisfie themſelves with thar 
which cannot profit 5 God knows what ts fitter for his , than they 
do themſetues 5 and. therefore it is that he ſuffers his deareſt 
Children to undergo great Tryals, and that tor leveral Reaſons. 
Firit,tor the 'Tryal of their F aith,according to that of 7x. 2, 
21. {millnet, faith the Lord , drive out any of the Nations 
which Joſhua left when heated; and the Reaſon is added , 


- That thzough them 1 may pzove Jſrael ; whether they will 


keep the Way of the Lord , to walk therem, as their Fathers did 
keep it 3 therefore, ſaith the Text, The Lord left thoſe Nations, 
without driving them out hafitly , nather delivered he them into 
the hands of Foſpua, v.23. according to thatof the Apoſtle, 
1 Pet.1. 7. {hat the Tryal of your Fatrth being much more 
precious than of Gold that periſheth , though ut be tryed with fire, 
may be found unto Praiſe, and Glory, and Honour, at the aþ- 
pearing of Teſus Chriſt. 

A ſecond Reaſon may be tor the encreaſle of their Graces, 
according to that ſaying ot the Apolile, Jemes 1. 2,3. Anow- 
ing that the Tryal of our Faith worketh Patience 5 and therefore 
the Apoſtle Pau! did glozy In Tribulations , 4:2w1ng chat 
Tribulation worketh Patience, 2:4 Patience Cxprrience, 
and Experience Yope, and Zope , faith he , maketh not aſha- 
med, Rom 5. 344+ | 

A third Reafon may be, becauſe Troubles and Iffiictions 
being rtghily imp2oved, worketh good to a Soul to Eternt=- 
ty; and ſo faith our Apoſtle, 2 Cor.4.17, For our light Atflt- 
Hons, which are but for a Moment , worketh for us a fax mate 
Exceeding 424 Eternal wetght of Glozy, wh:1j? we look not 
at the things which are ſeen , bat at the things which are not ſeen 3 
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for the things which are ſeen , are Temporal 3 but the things 
which are not ſeen, they are Eternal. 

And further , God by theſe Actings keeps a Soul cloſe to- 
himſelf, and thereby gives it opportunities continually , ej- 
ther zo Pray , or to Praiſe him , for Deliverances. 

For this Fnvaſion , together with the abominable Blaſ- 
phemies of Sernacher:b , Daves Hezekzah to his God; and 

' lofaith the Text, Foz this cauſe, Hezekzah the King , and 
the Prophet / '{ara) ) P2ayed and cryed *0 Yeaven , verl. 20, 
Men that walk cloſe with God mm time of Preſperity,can with bold- 
neſs go to Goa in time of Adverſity , with an aſſured confidence of 
a gratious Anſwer: Hezekiah and Iſaiah no ſooner Pray , but 
Speed 3 and another opportunity ts now put into their hands , to 
return again with Praiſes in thetr mouths, to the Throne of Graces 
for the Lord ſent an Angel to cut off all the Mighty men of Ua- 
lour, a4 :he Leaders and Captains 7 te Camp of the King 
of Aſſyria : So he returned with Mame of face to his own 

| Land; and when he was come into the Houſe of his god , they that 
came out of his 0\wn bowels, fie b:m there with the Sword , 
V. 21. | 

Whence we may note, That when Gods People cry to him, 
there 15 0 ſtaying the ratſmg of an Atmy or Money 4 or ths 
Making or Providing Ammunition ; but when they are in a 

- Dulfering condition > they 4:/patch a Meſſenger to Heaven 
in a moments time, to the Captain sf therr Salvation , who 
himſelf was made pe:fe# though Dufferings , Heb 2. 10. 
And ſuch a Meſſenger w/o co: neither be ſtared by the way, 
nor his Meſlage intercepted , cven the <pirit of Truth, 
who will tell the truth of thetr Cauſe, and help cheir Jnſir= 

 mittes , and expreſs their Condition with groans that 
cannot be uttered ; and He that ſ:archeth ze heart , know- 
eth what is the mind of the Spirit, Rom.$. 26,27, GODISA 
free Agent, and cannot be limitted /o any means, but atteth 
how, when, and which way he pleaſeth. 
For Hezehinh and Tfariah no ſooner Pray , but an Angel 1s 0s 
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' ſoon diſpatched into the Camp of Sennacherib 3 (for are they not all 


Mimikring Dpirits /ex: forth 70 X7n7ſter Tot thoſe who /hall 
be Yars of Salvation , Heb. 1. x4.) And this Angel de- 
ſtroyes his Mighty men, Captains and men of Valour : He- 


zektah we {ec [pake truth, when he encouraged the People, 


ſaying , Be no: diſmayed at the King of 4ſſyria 3 for there S 


moze with us than with him ; wth him there i5 an Arm of 


fleſh, but with us # the Lord our God, to help us and to fight 
our Battels, v. 7. and 8. 

Happy it is then wita the People of God , when they can 
truſt God foz their Deliverance; and obſerve that Word of 
Command trom the Captain of their Salvation , Math. 24. 6. 
That when they ſhall hear of Wars, and rumours of Wars, Nation 
againſt Nation , and Kingdom azainſt Kingdom , that then 
they be not troubled ; bur can take that god Advice that 
once Moſes gave to Iſrael of old, Exod.14.13. Even to 
(tand (ill and ſee zhe Satuation of God which he will work for 


' them. 


"The An gel finiſheth his work with /pced , which cauſeth 
Sennacherib with Shame and Confuſion of face, with ſpeed 


to return into his own Land. 

Whence we may note , 'That whilſt men depend upon an 
Arm of figh, upon every Deteat, their ſpirits are more orleſs 
aejected : whilit he that truſteth in the Lo2d , is not afraid 
ot evil Tidings 3; tor his heart is fired,Pſal.r 12. 7. When 


 HSennatheritbs confidence 1n which he truſted ; wiz. His Great 


men, his Captains, and his men of Yalour were brought down, 


- then Dhame as a Vail begins to cover his face ; wh:!/# the 
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Righteous are boldDas a Lyon , and all not be thamed in the 


evil time, Pſal.37. 19. An Arm of fleſh will tail ; For all 


fleſh «graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereef as the Flower of the 


| Feld; the Graſs withereth , and the Flower fadith , be- 
| cauſe the Spirit of the Lo2d bloweth upcn it ; ſurcly, the 


People 15 graſs, faith the Prophet, /ſa:a/ 40. 6. and 7, There- 


; fore the People of God truſt in their God , becauſe zl at in the 
. Lord 
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Tord Jehovah is Everlaſting ftrength, Tſatah 26. verſ, 4. 


The Text farcth, That Sennacherib, when he returned, he 


went into the Houſe of þzs ged: Now, hz god was one of 
the gods of the Heathens , which had neither eyes to /ce , nor 
ears to hea), hands to handle, nor feet to walk 5 and fo uncc. 
pable of doing him good, as that he could not give good Ad= 
vice, nor afford good Aſſiſtance, ueither to him, nor to htg 
People ; yet ſuch is his Zeal, notwithſtanding his wickedneſs, 
as that he muſt into the Horſe of this hrs god. 

VWhence we may note, That the worſt of men generally are 
under ſome Form of IVorfhip, either to a falſe god, or to the true 
God after a falſe manner, which uſually they arc verv zea- 
lous, althoughin :ther things deſperately wicked. 

Whence we may farther note , That it is not Zeal under any 
Form, that makes that Form the true Form of Goalinefs 5 but its 
the [pecial Appointment of God in hes IWord of Truth, that as the 
onely and alone Way God will be worſhipped in , m which he re- 
quireth men to be zealuus : The Apoltle Paul whillt he was in 
his zrregenerate Condition, his Zeal led the way, and marched 
in the Yan, whiltt his Knowledge lay behind in the Rear, which 
cauſed him fo to make haveck of the Church, as he hiraſelt con- 
tefſeth, Phl.3.6. Gal.1.13- 1Cor.15. 9, And, faith he, ts 
26. 9. Iverilythought with my felt , that 7 0u9ht,io do many 
things, contra'y tothe Name of feſus of Nazareth 3 which thing 
T aidin ferufalem, and many of the Saints did I fput up m Pri- 
fon, having received Authority fromthe Chef Priefts 3 and when 
they were put to death, 1 gave my UCC againſt them, V. 10, A nd 
T puniſhed them oft in every Synagogue , and compelled them to 
Blaſpheme 5 and being erceedingly mad againſt them , / 
perſecuted them even unto ſtrange Cities , v.11. Bu this J 
DiD, ſaith he, Ignozantly 1a Unbehef, 1 Tim.x. 13. Ard 
thus it fares oftentimes with many in things about Religion > 
according to that Prmcple of the Church of Rome , that their 
Tonorance is the Mother of thety Devotion, And is it notſo in 


this our Day with thouſands in this Land of our Nativity 
| that 


| 
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that are of lewd, wicked, and moſt debauched Converſations, yet” 


are very zealous for their Common-Prayer © and though they 
will be ®2unk many of them , and live in known 2vomma- 
tions all the week long, Fet ſuch is their blind Z cal , that they 
mult needs to their Common-Prayer on the Sunday, they think 
themſelves undone elſe : This I know by Expertence, tt was 


fo with my ſelf for a long trme topether 5 bir rowthrough Mer- 
cy, 1 can lay with the Apoltle Poxl, 1 Cor.z 5.10. 4 tank 
God 1 amwhat 1 am, though ſome call me @ Fannatick, or amad 


Man, 1 would not be miitaken , 1] do nor here g0 to beat 
Down Zeal; For zt i good to be Fealonfly affeiticd alwayes im a 


good matter, Gal.4, 18. But I would have Zeal joxned with: 


Knowledge , and ſo ſet upon its p2oper and right Object 
tor the Jews, we know, hada Zeal io God , but tit accot= 
Ding to Knowledge, Rom. 1 o. 2. By which Zeal of theirs, 
they went about to effablilh a Righteouſneſs of their own. 
and Contrary, or,in Pppoſition to Chalk, w/o 25 mage of God 
unto HH, both Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Danctificatien and 
Redemption, : Cor.1. 30. | 

Thou , O King , as thou art now upon thy Work of Re- 
tormation, ſce thy Zeal runuot befo2e thy knowledge . leſt 


thou with the Apoſtle Pav/, Make havock ot the Church 
of God, and waſte it ; /fure 1 2m, ct: ou wilt not waut Fer= 
fwaders thereunto) Bur let ine beg thee in Gods tear , firſt 


tro Jnfo2m thy Judgement aright, Regulate that accordin g 
to the Niule of Gods Word; and then joyn Zeal to thy 
Knowledge , that ſo they may draw in one yoak together 3 


and ſufter me to bind this Perſwaſion cloſe to thy Conſcience, . 


tor thy Eternal good, with that ſaying of the Apoſtle, 
7ames 4.17. 'Tohimthatknoweth to do well , and doth 
it not, tohim it 1s (in, 

The next thing conſiderable in this one and twentieth 
veric, is, That thoſe that came out of his own Buwels, ſlew him 
with the Sword. 


Whence we may obſerve , That whilſt men are ating a- 
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gainft Gods People, out of a b/ind Zeal, to bring them at an 
under, and to root them out 5 God then appears for his People, 
| andbrings thetr enemies low , and many times maketh their 
neareſt Relations to become their yreatelt Enemies : tor it 
is in vain for men to fight againſt Chy1jt 3 it is hard forthemto 
kick againſt the prick 5 yet thus incon/:derately do all thoſ: that 
fight againſt his People , aud he looketh upon it as done to 
himſelf ; for {o faith the 7 o/dfrom Heaven, Acts 9. 4. Saul, 
Saul , Why perſecuteſt thou me 2 Andhe that receiveth 
you, receiveth me, Math. r. 40. And in as much as you did 
it not to one of the leaſt of tyrſe, ye Did it not untome, 
Math.2y. 45. 

Thus in a moſt miraculous manner , and w:thout effuſion 
of blood, Godon Hez:kiah's part delivered Hezekrah and the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and guided him on every /ige : 
Ind thus God hath done 702 thee, D King. | 

And this was one great Cauſe why God expected an anſwer- 
able Return from Hezekiah 5 and to me it feems as a Reaſon , 
Why thou , D King , 2u1d>t rend:t tothe Lozd accozd- 
ing to his Benefits beltoixed on thre ; ſeeing God thus, 
or in fuch a Miraculous m.inner, th wrought ſuch a Delt= 
verance tor thee and thy zriends wi-houct blood-ſhed, 

The next thing that God did for Hezekiah,was, He recovered 
| him from a mortal diſtemperstor lo ſaith the Text,v.24.1n thoſe 
dayes Hezekzah was /ick to the Death , and he prayed unto the 
Lord, and he ſpake unto him z and he gave him a Sign. This 
Text is but an abſtract of what we have fully laid down to us, 
. in 2 Kings 20.1,2,3.and /ſ2.38.1. The which Texts we muſt 
have ſome recourſe to, if we intend to have a full diſcovery of 
what God did for Hezekzah in 1 Arg. 20.1, the Text faith, [n 
thoſe dayes Hezehuah was ſich unto death, and the Prophet Iſaiah 
the ſon of Amos came to him and ſaid unto him ,- Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Set thy Houſe in o7der, £02 thou halt dye, and not live. 
and Hezekrah turned his face towards the Wall , and prayed unto 
the Lord, and ſaid, Remember now O Lord, I beſeech thee, Li 
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T have walked before thee in truth and with a perkect heart , 
and have done that which 3s good m thy fight 5 and Hexekzahb 
wept fore. And it came to paſs after Iſaiah was gone out into 
the middle Court , that tl.sWord f the Lord came unto hum, ſay- 
mng, Turn again , and tell Hezekiah the Captain of my People. 5 
thus ſaith the Lord, the God of David thy Father , 1 have heard 


thy Payer, 7 have ſeen thy Tears ; Behs/d, 7 well beal 


thee, on the third day thou ſhalt go up to the Houſe if the Lord. 
Many things there are mn this Paſſage worthy Conſideration 5 

and the firſt thing that I ſhall take noticeof, is, That 7eze- 

kiah was ſick unto death , and be muſt ſet his Houle in order, 


for he muſt dye , and not live ; yet Hezekiah payed unto 


the Lord, and he healed him, 

Whence we may note , 'That many of the Reſolves of 
God , concerning the Sons and Daughters of men , are not 
abſolutely peremptozy , but many times conditional ; for 
yet forty dayes, and Nzzeveh (hall be Deſtroyed ; yer when 


'- Nimevehtepents, God repents of the evil he intended a- 


gainſt them, Jonah 2, 4,5,10. And thus faith the Lord by 
his Prophet, Jerem.18. 7. At what mſtant I ſhall ſpeak concer- 


ning a Nation, and CONCerning a Ringaom , topluck up, and to 
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- pult down, 47 zo deſtroy it ; 7f that Nation againſt whom I 
- have pronouncea, turn from their evil, J will repent of the 
- evilthat J thought to do unto them, And az what n/tant 


I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation , and concerning a Kingdom, 
zo Build and to Plant it ; zf it doevilin my ſight , za: 2: 
obey not my voice , then will J repent of the good where- 


- with JlaidJ would Benefit them. So allo faith the Lord 


to Ely (upon the miſdemeanor of his Sons ) by that man of 


God, 1 Sam.2. 30. Þ [atd indeed) zhat thy Fouſe , and the | 
Houſe of thy Father ſhould walk before me, fever ; but now 
' 2be Lord ſaith, Be it far from me ; for them that honour me, 
" J will honour 5 and they thar deſpiſe me , ſhall be lightly 
| lteemed. 


Now know, O King, that God is about to Rebuild and 
E | ro 
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to Plant Thee and thy People again, and ifthon and they 
ſhall anſwer God in Is of Obedience, and do that 
which is well pleating in his fight , he then will Go on to per- 
fe what he hath begun ;. but if Thou and thy People,and in 
| eſpecial this proud, prodrgat, varn-glorious, and moſt voluptuous 
City, that hath all this while fate as a Queen , and known no 
torrow, ſhall not an[wer God in his Expectations; then 
be it known to thee and them, that God will repent. him of 
the good he intended both to thee and them; and as he over- 
rarned thy Father x and thoſe that overturned him; and 
hath been for ſome conſiderable time overturning, overtur= 
ning, overturning in this Land of rhy Nativity ; ſo know, 
O King, that he is as able to overturnthee.as them; withour 
thou and they make to him ſuitable Returns 3 for of a truth, 
God 15 no Reſpetter of perſons , but im Every Nation, he that 
feareth him. and wozketh Bighteouſaefs 1. is accepted of. 
him, Acts x 0. 34.355 Therefore in Gods tear. confider thy 
A:tings. 

But to proceed, King Hezekzabprayess and God heals : 
And thus whilſt he Sacrifice of the wicked 7 an abomination to 
the Lord,the Prayer of the upright is his delight, Prov. 5. 8. 
And Hezehiah turned his face to the Wall, and ſaid, temember. 
J beſeech.thee, © Lotd » how 1 have. walked before thee in 
truth,and with a perfect heart, &c, He onely is likely to thrive at 
the Throne of Grace,who in his appeals to God can plead the 
uprightneſs of. his heart;; and the fincerity of his Soul ; and 
whiltt ſome are queſtioning, how God deth know, and whether 
there be Knowledge in the Moſt High ? Plal.73.11. Hezekiah 
is earneſtly begging the Searcher of all hearts, before whoſe eyes 
all things are naked and open, to remember the Actings of his 
tormer dayes. Happy. it is with. that Soul , that in his /ic&- 

neſs, can plead with God the.good Attions of his health. 

Thus whilſt Z7zzek4ah 1s praying to the Lord, the Lord. 
ſhews himſeltto be what in the Scriptures of Truth heis:Re-- 
_ corded to be; even a God hearing Prayers, Plal.c s. 2. And. 
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Hezehriah ruſtexperience him to beſuch a'ohe 3 For ſarth the 
' ord, Gotell Hezekiah the Captain'sf my People, Y have heard 
his Pzayers ; Godisatender-hearted God, and when his 
Veople are moved to paſſion, upon a right account, he then 
: ſhews himlelt a compaſſionate God to them ; and this he 
: didto1/acof old, when they were in Egypt under their 
7 hard Task-maſters ; for the Lord ſaid, 7 have furely /cen the 
af flition of my People which arezn Egypt, and Have heard zherr 
cry,by reaſon of their Task-maſters 5 for J know their ſozrows: 
and J am come down to deliver them, Exod. . 7,8. —__ 

God is not onely faid to hear the Prayers; and fee the Tears 
' of Hezekiah,, butheisas ready to help; for fo is bis Promiſe, 
| P/al.50.15. Call npon me inthe day of trouble J will 
: Deliver thee, andthou faalt glorifie me. A good refuge for all 
Gods People to flie to in time of diſtreſs. FO Mw | 

And here note , God doth not onely raiſe Hezekzah from 
his Bed of ſickneſs , bur he alſo promiſeth to adde fifteen 
years to his dayes. Thus he grveth power to the faint, and 
to them that have no Might, he enicreaſeth ſtrength ; ever the 
- youth /a/!faint 2:4 be weary, and young men /5o// utterly 
\ fall; b»+ they a: watt on the Lo2d , Tall renew their 
' Crength; zbey /5a// mount up 22 wings af an Eagle; hey 
S fo run 4:4 not be weary ; they foal! walk and not be 

_ faint. | 

 Andfeeing itis fo, then,O King, be perſwaded to wart up- 
on God, that lo it may be a /engthning out of thy Tranquillitys 
- queſtion with thine own Soul, whether God hath not added 
: tothydaryes ; remember. with thantulneſs the Yollow Dak, 
with all Gods 1ranſactions towards thee in that jan- 
- rtureof time, when an Irm of fieſhfailed thee at UTo2= 
- cefter; notfo:gettire thy ſafe Paſſage 1n that little Ueflel 
/ that rides inthy cenftant view z and when thou lookeſt on 
' that, ſuffer me to be thy Remembrancer , to perſwade 
| thee that with thankfulneſs of heart > thou remember 
: whence thy Deliverance came; andtharthon givero God a | 
FEI EET 7 _ ſuitable 
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| ſatable return,for that I am confident God expects from thee; 
and withal ſeriouſly to conhider the ſad Conſequences of Ingrati- 
tude: For Hezekiah rendred not again according to the Bene- 
fits beſtowed upon him, bur his heart was lifced up ; therefote 
wrath wasS upon him, and upon Judahand Jerulalcm. 
\ God doth not onely promiſe to heal Hezekiah , and to add 
fifteen years to 1s dayes, but farther he giveth him (according 
to his own requeſt) a Sg, and fuch an one thelike of 
which neither betore nor ſince was known 3 for moſt miracu- 
loufly he alters the courſe of the Heavens, for the Dun who 
- like a Budegroom commng out of his Chamber, and tejuicethas 
a ſtrong man torun a Race, Pal. 19. 5. is by the great 
Power of God called back again fifteen Degrees. 
 Whence we may take notice of the great Condeſcention of 
ths great God, tor the ſatzsfymng his faith ful ones. And this was 
his dealing with Gzdeon, Judges 6. who requires a Sign, that 
the Angel talked with him, v. 20. And the Angel put forth the 
end of his Staff that was in his hand, and touched the fleſh, 
and the unleavened cakes that. Gideon had provided , and 
there aroſe fire out of the Rock, and conſumed them. 

And again, when G:deon by Gods Appointment was to re- 
lieve //7ael from the hands of the M7atanites, Amalekites, and 
the Children of the Eaſt, that were gathered together in the 
Valley of Jexreel, Judgess. 33. Gideon requires a Dign, 
if God would deliver 1frael by his hands, v. 36. Aud Gi- 
deon alſo propounds his own fatisfaction ; Behold, faith he, 
V. 37. I will put a Fleece of IWeol tn the Floor, and if the Dew be 

on the Fleece onely, and it be dry upon all the Earth beſides , then 
Hall J know za? thou welt ſave //rael by my hand, as thou haſt 
faid; and faith the Text, Jt was ſo, v. 38. For beroſe up 
early in the morning, and thruſt the Fleece together, and wringed 
out of the Fleece Bowl full of water ; Yet this will not 
tally ſatisfie Gzgeon, but he muſt come to the Lord , as once 
Abraham did, when he petitioned tor Sodom,Gen.1 8.\with an 
once mote 3 tor Gator ſaid unto God , Let not thine an ger 
e 
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be hot againſt me, 1 will ſpeak but this once ; let me prove Tpray 
thee bu! this once wzth the Fleece; let it now be dry onely upon 
the Fleece > and upon all the ground let there be Dew ; nd 
God did fo that night ; for it was wet upon all the ground. 


 Itrs good then for Souls to be ſmagle-hearted to God, that God may 


be ſatisfattory to them, 

Thus having particularly diſcourſed of Gods merciful dea- 
lings towards Hezekzah 5 1 ſhall now come to the words of m 
Text, wherein is briefly diſcovered Hezekra) s unthank ful 
behaviour to God. | 

But Hezekiah tended not again acco2ding to his Bene= 
fits betowed upon him, 57 h:s heart was lifted up 5 therefore 
wrath was upon ham , and upon Judah and Feruſalem. 

And becauſe the main drift of the Spiritin the Text is, to 
diſcover Hezekiah's neglect 7n not rendrizg to God , and the 
ſad Conſequences thereof ; I ſhall therefore firlt conſider 
what Rendring #5, betore I come to draw any teachable 
Concluſions from the Text. i 

Rendzing, then ſimply ſo conficlered, is none other, but 
a gwving to God or Man that which 1s their due for 1o ſaith 
the Spirit, x Chron.16. 19. GIVe unto the Lord the Glozy due 
unto bis Name; and Rom.13.7. Render therefore to all men 
their dues, Tribute ?o whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 70 
whom Cuſtim , Lear 7s whom Fear , Yonour to whom Yo= 
nour ; as it he ſhould ſay , Gzve freely to God and Man that 
which belongeth to them , according to the ſaying of the Lord 
Chriſt himſelf, Math.22. 21, Give to Ceſar the things that 
are Ceſars , and ts God the things that are God3, 

. There is alſo a Renaring ſpoken of in Scripture, by way of 
Requital, for ſome Benefit beſtowed , or Injury done 5 and this 

- 1s ſometimes called Renadring,and ſometimes Recompenſmg and 
' Requiting, as in that of Luke 14.12,14. TVhen thou makeſt a 


"Dinner, or a Supper, call not thy Friends, nur thy Brethren, nor | 


thy Kenſmen, nor thy rich Neighbours , leſt they alſa bid thee a- 


; gain , and a Recompence be made thee; —— But eall the 


Poor, 


q 
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Poor, the Marmed, the Blind, and the Halt, and thou ſhalt be 
bleſſed s for they cannot ecompence or Requite thee ; and 
mn r Tm.5. 4. where Children and Nephews are required to 
Tequite their Parents; 8& 1 Theſ.5.15. whereitis the Advice 

of the Spirit, that 120 mar ſhould Lender evil for evil io any man. 

So that there is a Rendring belongs to man from man, ſimply 
Jo conſidered, as they ſtand in /urh or /zch Relations; as Chil. 
aren to Parents, Servants to Maſters, IWrues to Husbands,or 
 Subjefts to Princes : And there 1s alſo a more Reſpettruve Ren- 
dring due to men,as they areBenefattors,or better than ordinary 
In thoſe Relations 5 as froma Child to an maulpent Father, from a 
Servant to a very bountiful Maſter,trom a Subjeft to his Prince, 
as he is 1/1ſe 8 Prudentzally careful, lsymg about him every way, 
for the better well-being of his Subjefts 3 one that refu/eth the 
way of Rehoboamthe Son of Solomon, who threatned to make 
the burthens of his Subjects heavier and heavier, and to be 
worſe to them than was his Father , 1 Kings 12. 11. But 
to ſuch an one that will undo the heavy burthen, and let the 
Pppzeſſed gnofree, according to that of //z. 51. 6. Ifay, to 
Tach a Father, Maſter and Price, there is a more Tender, Re- 
ſpebtive, Aﬀettionate Rendring due, and that by way of Requi- 
tal, to anſwer the Love, Bounty and Care of ſuch a Father ,Ma- 
fter or Prince. 

And this is that Rendring in my Text that God expecteth 
from Hezekiah , that as he had been a bountiful Ko a full- 
handed God to him ; ſo he expected that Hezekzah , thougha 
King, ſhould have had his newth filled with has Praiſes, = 

For when the King of Babylon ſent Ambaſſadors to him , to 
enquire of 42 Wonder that was done tn his Land , 
2 Chron. 32. 31. God expetted that then he ſhould have 
ſhewed the Ambaſſadours , how miraculous God had been in 
delivering him from his Enemies , and recovering him; and 
in ſatisfying his Requeſt, in cauſing the Sun to run retro- 
grade, in token of the certamty of his recovery ,' and of - 


the fifteen years addition to his dayes; by which mogue 
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Direttory, the Holy Scriptures of Truth: And when accord. 
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God would have been glorified in the eyes of the Heathen'5 
which 1s that that God requzreth,. That his People ſhould fng 
forth the Honour of his Name, and make hiS Paraile glozious),- 
Plal.66. 2. For alſo ſaith the Lord by the Prophet , Wa.42. 12. 
Let them glve glory unto the Lord ,, and Declare hs Pale 77: 
the Iſlands. : 

A good Leſfon foz. thee to learn, © King - that when 


Ambaſſadours are ſent from fozreignPuinces, to Congra= 
tulate thy condition > that then thou remember betoze. 
them, to gloxtie that God, . and ſet fo2th his Pzatle, who 
hath been lo miraculouſly bountiful unto thee. 

But Hezekzah rendred not again according to his Benefits 
beftowed upon him , but his heart was lifted up ; therefore 
wrath fell upon him, and upon Judah and Feru/alem. 

Qeft, But here it may be demanded , when a perſon may. 
be ſaid, to tender Duely to God 2 

Anſw. To this I Anſwer , A perſon may then be ſaid, to 
make ſuitable Returns, or duely to render to God , when in the 
Relation he ſtandeth in , he ſhall as much as in him lieth 4 
faithfully both to God and man, according to the mind of God, 
whether they be Men or Women ,. as they ſtand in the Rela- 
tions of Servants or Maſters, - Children or Parents, Wives or 
Husbands , Subjeits or Princes : And becauſe the ſubject 
matter of.my Text is concerning Prince and People, 1 ſhall not 
ſtand to particularize the duty of the other Relations, but 
ſhall as briefly as 1 may , come to a diſcovery of what Iknow 
fromthe Scriptures., to be the. Mind of. God in thoſe Rela- 
tions that concern my 'Text. 


And firſt, of the duty of a Subjedtto his Prince ; a Subjeft 


may properly be ſaid dzely to render unto God, when accord- 


ing to the {aying of the Lord Chriſt, Math.22. 20. He doth 


: give zo Ceſar ce things ca: are Ceſars ,- and to God 2h 
+ things z/a: are Gods ; when he doth that in the 1/07 /b:p of 


God that is agreeable to the Mend of God, revealed in that plat? 


in 


| ingto that Rule alſo he doth render to his Prince Tribute, 
Cuſtom, Fear and Yonour z- according to the direction ot 
the Spirit, Kom.13.7. A more tull diſcovery hereof is laid 
downin my Declaration. | 

And ſecondly, A Prince may properly be ſaid to render 
duly to God, when he doth alſo fo!low the arrettion of the ſame. 
Spirit in the-ſame Directory 5 who ſaith, 2 Sam.23. 3. He 
that Ruleth over men , muſt be juſt, Ruling in the tear of God. 
 Thisfear of God, is that which made'good Nehemmah , when 

he was appointed GOVernour over the Land of Fudah , neither 
he nor h:5 B2ethien 10t r0 eat the Bread of the Governonr , Ne- 
hemiah 5. 14. For faith he, v.1 5. The former Governours that 
were before me, were chargeable to the People, and had taken 
of them Bread and Wine , be/:es fozty ſhekels of Dilver ; 
yea , even thertr Sexvants bare rule over the People ; Burt 
faith he, So a:dnot [: And he addeth this as a Reaſon, Bez 
cauſe of the fear of God; And this is that which the Wiſe 
man telleth us , is the ſum or ſubſtance of all that is required 
from Man , in the tweltth Chapter of his Eccleſiaſtes , and 
the thirteenth verſe. Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole 
matter, Feat God, and keep his Commandments ; for 
this (faith he) 7s the whole duty of Man: and ſo faith the 
Prophet, Mzcahb 6. 8. Hethat ſhewed thee, O man, what 1s good 5 
And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to Dojultly, and to 
love mercy, a4 to wa/4 humbly with thy God ? 

Princes, Rulers,Governours and M apiſtrates then,are requi- 
red to do that work for whichthey are ſet up ; tor they are 
Gods Vice-gerents, ſet up by him tor the due Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, and not to be a terrour to good works, but to the evil 3 
and are continually to attend upon that very thing , Rom. 
T3. 1, 3,46 . | 

In that Antient Hiſtory of the Succeſſion of the Saxon Mo- 
narchs, page 370. It is Recorded to the yet laſting fame of 
Eagar , ſometimes a Kz2g of this Ifland, "That he was ſo en- 
dowed with that Heaven-bred , and moſt Heroick Principle o 

| the 
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the due Adminiſtration of Juſtice 3 as that in his Circuits he took 
ſo {tri an account of the due Execution of his Laws , and 
of the Demeanour of his great Men , and eſfecrally of his 
Tudges » as that he ſeverely puniſhed them, as often as he found 
the Execution of their Places ballanced either with butbery, or 
. partiality ; So that (ſaith the Story) there was never /eſs 
Rebbery , Decert nor Oppreſſion , than in the Reign of this 
worthy King. 
Theretore let me beg thee , O King , as thou tendereſt 
thine own good , both here and hereatter , Rule with Dilr- 
gence, and with Ajmg Edgar let After ages know to thy laſting 
Praiſe}, . that thou had/? a delight to do thy Subjects goed, 1 
ſeeking Judgement, in Reheving the OpprejJed , 1 fudging the 
Fatherleſs , and in Pleading tor the I/1dvi , mn being a terrour 
to Evil works, and in ſhewing thy ſclt a Coxntenancer of 
them that do well. Meaſure thy Subjeits Actions by a direct 
Rule: Andas thou art a Az2g over three Ajngaoms , ſuch as 
make much ado about their Chri/tzamty, ſee that their Actions 
be Chriſt-like 3 for the aſſuming either the Title or Form of 
Chriſtianity cannot do it ; for from ſuch as have not the Power 
of God, there ought to be by the People of God a FUrNing away , 
2 Tim.3.5. For, very one that nameth the Name of Chriſt, 15 to 
depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. | And it ought to be 
their onely care, to have their Converſation a- beeemeth the 
Geſpel of Chaſt , — lkriving together for z/4- Faith of the 
Geſpel , Phil. x. 27. Not tor the Promotion of Stage- 
Playes, Dancmngs, May-games, and Paſtimes 5 for Chriſtians 
are to abſtain from all appearance of evil , r The. 5. 22. 
And as Pilgrims and Strangers they arc to abltain fron flthly 
- lufſts, which war againlt the Soul ; x Per.2. :1. An4 
- heluſt of the flelh, ze luſtof the eye, «nd the pzide of life, 
7 not of the Father, but of the Wold , and nit periſh with 
= the Wold, x John 2. 16. 
 Becarefu[therefore, 1 beſeechthee, O King, of the 4- 
| Honsof thy Subjefts, ititands theein hand /# 70do5 for a 
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fruitful Land God turneth into : BONES , for the Wicked- 
E neſs of them that dwell therein ; Plal: 1 07.3 4: Yea, and 
chou maiſt tare the worſe tor it too ; For the Tranſzreſſion of 

a Land, many are the Pzinces thereof; But by a man of 


Underſtanding a4 Knowledge, 7h? /tate thereof /Fall be pro- 
longed, faith the Wiſeſt of the Sons of men, Proverhb.28. 2. 
O then, im the fear of him that Accepteth not 7he perſon of Ptin- 
ces, nor Vegardeth ze rich moze 722 744 poot ,- [ob 34. 19, 
In the fear of him that leadeth ”aunces away ſpotled, and over- 
 throweth the Wigty: that poureth contempt upon ?inces, 
end weakneth ze (trength of be Mighty: chat taketh away 
- theHeart of the Chet of the 7eople of the Earth, and 
cauſeth them to wander in a Wilderneſs , where there is no 
way, Job 12. 19, 21, 24. 17 the fear of him that bringeth 
* Pincestonothing > 47d make:h the Judges 97 the Earth, 
as vanity , Iſa.40. 23. Ur the fear of that God , that hath 
done ſuch great things fox thee, be perſwaded tor thine own 
good , to render to him according to his Mercy beſtowed , 
\ in ſeeingthe Due Adminiſtration of Juſtice without reſpebt of per- 
' fons , that ſo thou mayelt Relteve the poo2 oppzeſſed of thy 
People , that of a long 7:me have groaned under the Admint- 
ſtration of Male- Juſtice. | 
And know, O King, that as thou art to do juſtly ; ſo thou 
art required to love Mercy , ic is that which God accepteth 
; before Sacrifice; tor fo faith the Prophet , Hef's. 6. For [ 
dejired Mercy, and not Sacrifice, and the Anowledge of God 
more than Burnt-offerings 5 for by Mercy and Truth 7::quty 
25 purged, and by the teax of God men depart from evil, Prov. 
16. 6. For JÞrcy and Truth pzeſerve the King , a 4:5 
Thaone is upholden by Mercy ; For he that followeth after 
Righteoufneſs 2:4 Mercy , findeth Life, Righteouſneiſe 
and Yonour , Prov.21. 21. A good man is JBerciful and !en- 
deth, and his Seed ſhall be bleſſed , Vial.37. 26, Yea, Bleſjed 
are the MPerciful > fo- they (hall obtain mercy , Math. s. 7. 
- Bur he al have Judgement without mercy , that hath 
6 T 
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thewed no mercy: 4d Mercy rejoiceth againſt Judgement, 
James 2. 13. The neglect of fewing Mercy , is that which 
. cauſed the wrath of God to burn hot againſt 7/#ael of old , 
Zech. 7.9. Fort us ſpake the Lord of Hoſts, /aying, Execute 
true Judgement, and ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion every 
man to his Brother » and*oppreſs not the Widow, nor the Father= 
leſs, the Siranger, nor the Poor 3 and let none of you imagine evil 
againſt his Brother in has heart : But they refuſed tohearken , 
and plucked away the (oulder , and ſtopped thetr ears 
that tycy Would not hear > &c. Therekoze came a great 

wrath from the Lozd of Hoſts, v. 12. | 

Then be perſwaded, O King, to ſhew Afs of Mercy, thou 
haſt Objects enough to exerciſe it x gon 5 and know, That pure 
Religion and undefiled before God and the Father ,. is this , To 
viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows tn their Affliction, James 
1.27. Not to make Fatherleſs and IVidows to bring them to Affli- 
ion. Andin thy ſhewing Mercy , take the Advice of the 
Spirit of God, in Rom.12. 8, To dott readily, and with Cheer - 
fulnels, _ 

'Thou haſt begun early to tread in this Way , in thy A of 
Oblivion , let not the malitious endeavours of any , though 
never ſo great, pervert thy fteps; for it is one of Z7ons 

- Paths. -- y 

* __ A Third thingthatis required of thee, O King, is, Thar 
as thou art to Do Juſtly , and to love Mercy; fo alſo, co 
walk humbly with thy God. | | 
| But here it may be demanded, when a perfon may be ſaid 

F to walk humbly with God > 
| To this I Anſwer 3 A Man may then be properly ſaid , to 
walk humbly with his God , when he goeth not before God, or 
without God in his Actions; but that in all his underta- 
kings, he doth that which is requrred of him by God, in order to 
his humble obedzence to God , whether it be in the JVorſhip and 
Service of God, orin his Aitings towards men: Thus Enoch 
walked voith God #:ree fk years, Gen, 5,22, And 
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' Enoch walking with God, God 4 ſo well pleaſed therewith, 
as that he exempted him from the Pangs of Death ; tor ſo ſaith 
the Text,v.24. And Enoch walked with God, and was not; 
fo2 G0d took him ; Enoch walked with God faithfully ; for 
without Faith 7t 75 tmpolſible to pleaſe God > Heb. x 1. <6. 
And we tind him ſo Recorded in that Catalogue of faithful ones, 
 Heb.ir. 5. By Faith Enoch was tran/lated , that he (hould 
not ſee death, ad was no: fund, becauſe God had transla=- 
_ tedhim ; and before he was tranſiated, he had this Teſtimony, 
That he pleaſed God. 

| Thus Neab alſo walked with God, Gen. 6. 9. And 
 whena /Vorld of wicked Men and IVomen , for their ungedlineſs 
muſt be drowned 5 the Lord ſaid unto Yah, Come thou, and all 
thy Houſe into the Ark 5 for thee have J ſeen Righteous be- 
foe me in this Generation, Gen.s. 1. | 

Thus alſo Zacharias and Eltzabeth,the Father and Mother 
of John the Baptiſt, walked with God, Luke 1. 5,6. ho 
were both Righteous befoze God, walking in al! the C:m- 
mandements and O:dinances of the Lo23, blamcicſs, 

 Sothat1 ſay, To walk humbly with God, is to foliery God ful- 
ly in all his Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, «3d {jjpuintments, 

- And thus the Church and People of God, are requied to 
be Followers of God, as dear Cildren, Eph.f. ri. ilatas 
Children are to follow the Direfions and Appointments of their 
Earthly Parents 5 1o Gods Peeple ſhould fellow the Direttions 
and Apporntments of their Heavenly Father 5 and ſhould walk 
in the foot-fteps of the Flock of God, gone before ; who run 
neither before nor without Goa 5 but with the Prophet David, 
P/al.1 19.32. inthe Lawes, Statutes, Ordinances and Appoint- 
ments of God: Thus they walked humbly with their Gad. SO 
that this is that which I would willingly lay before thee , O * 
King 3 and alſo beg and entreat thee for thine own good, ſe- 


-  rioully to conſider of , That to walk humbly with God, is not 
- towalk in any way , but in that wh:ch z5 well-plea/ſrng to God, 
_ tn that way which us by himſelf direfted , for has to walkin 5 


for 
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for perſons cannot be ſaid to be no more FO2reigners & Dtran- 


gers, unleſs they become fellow Citizens with the Saints, 
and of the YouQhold God ; being built upon the founda= 


tion of the Pzophets and Apoſtles , Jeſus Chaiſt himſelf 
betng the chief Cozner-ſtone , Eph. 2. 19, 20. By which 
means onely , they grow up 4» Yoly Temple :» the Load , 
71n whom they alſo are butlded togetyer f.r a» Yabitation of 
God, thzough the Spirit, v. 21,22. j 

_ Then conkiderthy ftanding , O King , and with Hezekzah 
purge out the filthineſs of thy Holy Things , in order to thy 
walking humbly with thy God ; in order to thy Rendying Due- 
ly to God, tor thy great Mercies received, conſidering the 
danger of not Renaring. 

ror Hezek;ah rendred not again according to the Benefit 
done unto him, for his heart was lifted up ; therefoze wrath 
was upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

'Thus having ſkewed in ſome meaſure the Occaſion of the 
words of my Text; I ſhall now come to the handling of the 
words themſelves. | 

But Hezeh7ah rendred not again according to the Benefit 
done unto him , for his heart was lifted up 3 therefore 
there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſa- 
lem. NET 

The words in themſelves contain theſe four Particulars. 

1. Gods Benefits beſtowed upon Hezekzah. 

2. Hezehiah's Unthanktulneſs to God. 

3. The Reaſon of Hezekzah's Unthankfulneſs, 

4. The fad Conſequences of his Unthanktulnefs. 

1. Gods Benefits beſtowed upon Hezekzah, intheſe words, 
Acco2ding to the Benefit done unto him. 

2. Hezekiah s Unthanktulneſs to God, in theſe words, But 
Hezekiah rendzed not again, 

3. The Reaſon of Hezekah's not rendring, in theſe words, 
Fo2 hts heart was liftedup., -- - | 

. 4. The fad Conſequences' of Hezehzah's not rendring. 


And | 


And they are two fold; and implyed in theſe words : 


x. Therefoze there was wrath upon him : And 
- . 2. Upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

But Zezeh:ah rendred not again according to the Benefit 
done unto him, for his heart was lifted up 3 therefore there 
was wtath upon him, and upon 7u4ah and Feruſalem. 

Thus having laid down the Occaſton of the words of the 
Text, and the Partrculars contained ty the Text 3 1 ſhall now 
* proceed tolay down, what zeachable Concluſrons may be drawn 
from the Tert ; which are theſe three : 

1. That God requires ſuitable Returns foz Bene- 
- fits beſtowed, though fromthe greateſt of Men o2 Na- 
; fions; upon the neglect whereof, God puniſheth without 
relpect of perſons. wy 
2. Thatmany times God puniſheth a People , fo the 
miſcarrtages of their Governours , whether in Church 
o2Dtate, 02 in a particular Family, 

3. That outward enjoyments many times do ſo alkect 
the heart of man, as that they Ut it up, even to the foz- 
getting of God, and to their own rune. 

To. the firft of theſe , That God requires ſuitable Re- 
turns fo Benefits beſlowed , though from the greateſt of 
Men 02 Nations; upon theneglect whereof, God puniſheth . 
without reſpect of perſons, 

King David, 1 prefume , was wellacquainted with the 
Truth of this Aﬀſertion, which made him fo earneftly enquire, 
what he ſhould render to God, in Pſalm. x 16. after a full De- 
Claration of what God had particularly done for his Soul ; he 
cryeth out, v. 12. 'Vhat ſhall I render to the Lord , for all his 
Benefits beftowed upon me? Andinv.13, and 14. he gives in 
bis Reſolution, 1 w://, ſaith he, take the Cup of Salvation, and 
call upon the Name of the Lord 5 I will pay my Vowes wunto the 
Lord-now , mn the preſence of all his People ; and in Pſal.58.12. 
ay Vawes are upon me , O God, I will render Praiſes unto 
Mee, - 

But 


But for the proof of this point;confider 3' Nebuchadnetzar 
King of Babylon, who dreamed a Dream , which to him-was - 
very terrible ; infomuch., That'hz* ſpirit was troubled, and 
his /leep brake fromhim, Daniel 2. 1. Then the K7ng comman» 
ded to call the Magicians, and the Aſtrologers, and te Dg2= 
cerers > 14 the Galdeans , to /bew we King his Dream 3 
to whom he pronuſed great Rewards , if they could ſhew 
him the J®2eaAM , and the Fnterpzetation (foz it was gone 
from the King) But zf they could not , then be threained Death 
to them, 44 ruine 7 7herr Houſes, v. 6,7, 8, y. The which 
they could not do; and thereapot! a COMmAnD wer? ot 

from the King., to lay them; The Executioncrs of whoſe 

1/111 tought Damel and his Fellows alſo to lay them, Then 

Daniel enquired of Arioch the Captain of the Kings Guard, the 

Reaſon of the haftineſs of the Decree from the King , who telling 
 bim the matter , Danel went in to the King , and deſired time 
that he might fhew the King both the Djeams «nd the Jnterp#= 
tation; the which being granted, he ſuddenly after came and 
told it the King, v. 31. Thou, O King, ſaweſt, and behold a 
great Image - 7h:s great Image , whoſe brightneſs was excel- 
lent, flood before thee, and his form was terrible. _ 

This Images Head was of fine Gold , h:s Breaſt and his 
Armes of d\Uver , hs Belly and his Thighs of Baa(S) 415 Leggs 
of Iron, hs Feet part «iron, and part of Clay 5 Thos ſaweſt 
zill that a Dtone was cut out without hands , wc} mote 
the IMAGE «por hrs Feet , that were part of 1ron and part of 
Clay, 424 bzake them to pieces, | ot 

Then was tie Itcn, the Clay, the Braſs, the Silver, and 
the Gold bzoken to pieces together > and became then as the 
Chyaff of he Summer Theething-floozs, and the wind cor- 
ried them away, tha: W place was found for them; and 2he 
Stone that ſmote the -mage - became a great Mountain, 
and filled the whole Farch.. Ts is the Dream (faid Daniel) 
and 1 will ell the Interpuetation thereof before the King. 

 LHO U D King} «rt a King ot Kings, for the God of 
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Heaven hath gwen thee aKlngdom, Power , and Strength, 
and Glozy ; ad whereſoever 42 Childzen oof men dwell , 
the Feaſt3 of the Field , '2nz che Fowls of the Heaven hath 
he given into thine hand, and hath made thee Ruler over them 
all ; Thou art this Yead of Gold, ; 
 Byall which we ſee, that God had done very much for 
Nebuchadnezzar, and made him King ot Kings, and higher 
than all the Kings of the Earth ; Yer when Nebuchad- 
nezzar renareth not to God according to the Benefits beſtorved, God 
takes him down from all his Pomp ; when Nebuchadnex;ar 
forgat God that made him ſo great , and begins to Sacryjice to 
his own Net, as he aid Dati.q. 30. For faid the Kivg , 1s not 
this Great Babylon , that 1 have builded /or ze Houſe of my 
Kingdom , by the Mtght of my Power , and for che Honour 
of my Majeſty * Thus whillt he was g/o-yins mn bimſe. f,tultead 
of glorifyeng God,God takes him down ; for ſo faith the Text, 
v. 31. Whit the wdW was 1n the Kings mouths zhcre fel! a 
worce from Heaven-, ſaymy , O King Nebuchadiezzar , to thee 
it is ſpoken, :-- Kingdom -- Departed from thee , 2nd zhey 
all drive thee from men, and thy dwelling ſhall be with the Beaſts 
of the Field ; they ſhall make thee to eat graſs as Oxen, and (even 
times /5all paſs over thee , until thou know 7hat the Moſt 
Digh Ruleth in the Kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
 whomhe will; and faith che Text, v. 33. The ſame hour was 
the thing fulfilled: zþoz Nebuchadnezzar. So that in him we 
ſee the Aſſertion made good , That God requires ſuitable 
returns fo2 merctes veltowed, though from the greatell of 
| Men 02 Nations. This man was ſo great , as that chere 
was none greater 5 for he was over All , not a King over ſome 
few Countries, or an Emperour over ſeven Nations, but a 
Monarch, one that had an unlimited and an wnrver/al Power, 
v. 36. Yet when he comes to walk contrary to God , God 
walks contrary to him 5 when he refuſcth zo glorifie God, God 

will be glorified upon him. 
.  Thelike we may ſee in Ang Saul, 1 Samuel 15, The dh 
he .. pl2et 
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het Samuel came to him, and appointed him his work from 


God ; andin his ſo doing, he firit layes before him what God 
had dons for hims and giveth it in as a Reaſon ,. why Saul 
ſhould pertorm the Will of God ; © tor faith hey v. 1. 'The Lord 


ſent me to Anoint thee to be Keng over hs People , Over Jſ- 


rael; therefoze hearken 20% 2-1/0 7he voice of the UUo2d of 
the Load 3 Thus ſaith the Lord, I remember what Amaleh did 
to Iſrael, how he {aid wait for him in the way , as he came up out 
of the Land of Egypt 5 now go and [mite Amalek,, and Utterly 
deſtroy Ill hat they have , 2nd ſpare them not , 5» utterly 
deſtroy both Man and Woman , Infant and Suckling, 
Ox and Dheep, Camel & Alle, 4malek lay in wait, to 
have deſtroyed Iſrael; now God takes Tſratls Cauſe m hand , 
and Amalek muſt be utterly cut off. 1t is good for the People of 
God, to let God alone with his own Works for vengeance :5 
mine, and I wlll repay it, /a:th the Lord, Rom.12. 19. And 
Gods tzme is the belt trme to revengems toro faith the Lord 
by his Prophec, Zephaniah 3.8. Wait ye upon me, until the 
day that 1 riſe up to the pzey 5 for my Determination is, to 


gather the Nations, that 1 may aſſemble the Kingdoms , to paur 


pon them Mine Indignafion, ever all ny fierce Anger ; tor) 
All the Earth fhall be devoured with the te of my |ealouſie ; 


for, ſaith the Prophet, 7: zs the day if the LO2DS Vengeance > 


and the year of Recompences , for the Controverſie of Z'0n , Ua. 
34. 8. And faith the Lord, 7 amyralous for eruſalem andfor 
Zn, with a great jealouſie , Zachar. r. 14. For pzectous 
in the ſight of the Lora, 15 the Death of his Saints, Pal. 116.15. 
and Pfal.9. 12. When he maketh Inquiſition foz blood, he re- 
membzeth them, and fozgetteth 10: the Cry of the humble. 


Had {/rael been the Revenger oi his own quarrel, it had not 


made ſo much for 1/raels comfort, neither would Amalck 


have had his deſerved due ; Iſrael might have wnde/-done the 


Work ; for Iſrael knew not the bent of Amalecks ſpirit, 1o well as 


he that took the 1Vorkin haud ; for God tees not as Man fees, 
Man onely knows the outward att , but God alſo the ntention 
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and thought of the heart 3 God without all Queſtion knew that 
Amalek intended the utter! rume of Iſrael 5 . and therefore 
” Amalek mult be utterly deſtroyed: For Godis a Righteous 
God , and commonly deals with men by the Law of Retaz 
liation ; for Adoni-bezek ſaid , Threeſcore and ten Kings ha- 
ving their Thumbs and their great Toes cut off , gathered 
therr Meat under my Table : as 1hyave done, ſo God hath 
done to me, Judges 1. 7. And Nathan faid unto David , 
2 Sam. 12. 9. Thou haſt done evil in the fight of the Lord , 
thou haſt killed Criah the Yittite with the 5w02D , 2nd ha/ 
taken his Wife to be thy Uhfe ; now therefore the Dword 
tall never depart frem thine Youſe, &c. nd 7 will rake 
thy UUives before thine eyes , and groe them to thy Neighbour , 

and ye (hall lye with them in the (light of the Sun 3 for cox 

didft this (ecretly, but / will do this before all Iſrael, and be- 

foze the Dun. - And the Prophet Samzel alſo ſaid unto King 

Agag, 1 Sam.1y. 33. As thy SWORD hath made 1Vomen Child= 
leſs, /o ball thy Mother be Childleſs among UWomcs ; and 
Samuel yewed Agag in pieces befoze the Lo2d, 

It is good tor men then in all their undertakings , to do zo 
others, as they would have others to do unto them: And this is 
that go/den-Rule , that the Lord Chriit himſelf layes down , 
Math.7.12. All things whatioever ye would that men ſhould 
do imnto.you, do ye even [0 unto them 5 for this is the Law and the 
Prophets : And that he might the better beſpeak his People to 
a ſtri&t Obſervation of this Leflon , he requires them in the 
firſt and ſecond verſes, Not to judve , left they be judged; 
for faith he , wth what judgement ye judge > ye (hail be 
judged ; «nd w:th what meaſure ye met , 2: hall be mea- 
ſured to you again ; The pertect Law of Retaliation. 

I am the willinger to ſay the more to this, thou gh I am up- 
on a digreſſzony becauſe, it poſhible, I might keep othcrs tron 
tranſoreſſuon 5 for therc are many in this our day , I know , 
that are ready and willing to rn head-long to the rune of the 
- People of God here , though it be to the rune of their ny 
——_— _ Souls 
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Souls hereafter, and that to Etermty ; for ſo faith the Lord 
Chriſt himſelf, Math.25. 41. Then ſhall the King ay to them 
on ht left hand , Depart from me, ye cur/ed, into Everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels 5 for when I was Ann 
Bungry, y- gave me no Meat ; 7 was Thirſty, and ye gave 
me no Pink 3 / was actranger , ard ye r00k me not in; 
Naked , and ye clothed me not ; Sick, ard i Priſon , end 
/c viſited me not ; for, 72a/much as ye Did tt not to one of theſe 
little ones, v. 45. or ze lealt of theſe my Bzethzen , ye ard 
jt not unto me. v. 40. . 

'Whence 1 would have all perſecuting ſprrits to take notice, 
That if Chaiſt at that great day will be ſo ſtrict upon men, 
fo2 omitting the doing of that good, that they might 
yave done to the People of God ; that he will be far moze 
ſtricter witFthem , ko2 doing Acts of violence againlt 
them ; tor God is very tender of his People, however men 
etteem of them ; and ſo faith the Prophet, Zach. 2.8. He 
that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple of mine exe. God 
hath been Eminent in his Judgements of late dayes : 
And therefore let all perſecuting ſpirits , Hear , and fear , 
and tremble , forthe Lord will appear mightly tor his 
People. 

But to return to our matter : King Sax being fully Com- 
mifſionated for this work of Amaleks deſtruction ; and being 
perſwaded to the faithtul performance thereot by Samzel , 
upon the account of what Benefits God had done tor him 3 yet 
Saul rendred not according to the Benefits beſtowed upen him 3 
& therefore he was looked upon as a Rebel againſt God, 1Sam, 
15. 23. Inthathe ſaved the beſt of the Sheep and Oxen, and 
King Agag alive; and this Cauſed God to rend the Kingdom 
from him, v. 28. And thisis that, together with his going, 
to the Witchof Ender, that alſo coſt him his lite ; for fo faith 
: the Text, 1 Chron. 10.13. So Saul ated for his tranſereſſion, 
which he committed again(t the Lord, g&ven againſt the WozD of 
' theLowd, which ye kept not ; 4: «//ofor agking Council 
- TEES IEIOE I : - -—þ 
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of one that had a familiar ſpirit - to enqurre of z# : So that 
in Sezl alſo we ſee the 4ſſertzon made good, that God requires' 
{uitrable returns for Benefits beſtowed, though from the grea- 
teſt of Men or Nations ; upon the neglect whereof, God 
puniſheth without reſpect of perſons. . X 

It is neither the Name, Dignity nor Power of the greateſt of 
Kings, that can excmpt them from the ſin-revengeng hand of God; 
for '[ ophet 7 ordained of old , ſaith the Prophet, fatzah 30. 3 3, 
yea , fo2 the King 1t 1s pzepared, he hath made ze deep and 

{large , the pile thereof 15 firs and much wood 3 the Breath of the 
Lord like a ſtream of Brimſtone avth kindle it, 

Neither is it the greatnefs of a Nation or a People, that can 
excuſe them, if they be tound finning againſt God ; witneſs 
Iſrael of old, a Naton like the Sands on the Sea {foze, or as the 
Stars in the Firmament for number 3 yea, theWris Portion ; 
for ſo faith the Text, Deat.3 2.9. The Lords People are his 
Portion , Jacob 2s the Lot of his Inheritance 5 the Wineyard 
that his own right hand hath planted, Pſal.8o. 15. Such 
as in their day had the higheſt Priviledges of any Nations un- 
derthe Heavens ; for ſo faich the Prophet David, P/al. 147. 
19, 20. He ſhewed his WO2dD wnto Jacob , his Statutes and 
his Judgements 22/0 //rae! , he hath not d:alt /o with any 
Nation : And as for h/s JUdJement3, they yave not known 
them ; yet tor all /h:s , by reaſon of Gods fin-revenging hand 
pon them , the Apoſtle Paul takes up a great Lamentation , 
Rom. 9. the beginning , and tells us , That he could wiſh him- 

felf”, that he were accurſcd from Chriſt , for his Brethrens ſake , 
concerning the fleſh; who , ſaith he , are lſraelites , to whom 
- partaineth the Adoption,and the Glozy, and the Covenants, 
and the giving of the Y,aw, and the Scrvice of God, and 
the P2omiſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom Con- 
cerning theficth, Chult came. 

Yet notwithitanding all rheſe high Priviledges , the Pro- 
phet is {ont to them with a Meſſage from the Lord, 1ſ/azah o. 
9,10, Go, ſaith the Lord, and tell this People, Hear ye my 
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but underſtand not 3 and ſee ye. indeed, but percerve not 5 make 
the heart of this People fat, and make their ears heavy , and ſhut 
ther eyes 3 leſt they ſee with thetr eyes , and hear with their ears, 
and underſtand with ther hearts, and convert, and be healed. 
And what's the Cauſe of all this, may ſome ſay ? 
 Anſw. TheProphet that was ſent on this Metlage , with 
other of the Prophets , will give a pertect antwer , and tell 
you, Thai Jſrael did not render unto the 1 02d acco2ding to 
his BDeneits veſtowed; and therefoze wrath was upon 
them from the Lo2wd ; for Cod lad planted rema noble Vine) 
wholly a Righteous Deed ; but they were turued into the 
degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine unto him , ſaith the 
Prophet, Jeremzah 2. 21. And the Prophet //azah lings the 
ſame Song , 1ſazah 5. 1, &c. Now will 1 (ng , fſaithhe, zo 
my well Beloved, a Dong of my well Beloved touching (1s Vine- 
yard, My well beloved hath a VI0eyard in a very fruttful Hl, 
and he fenced it and gathered out the ſtones thereof, axd planted it 
1th t/ e chouſeſt Vine ; and he Built a Tower , and [et a 1Vine- 
preſs therein , and he looked that it fhiuld bring forth Gtapes , 
and it brought forth wild Grapes. V.7. The Vineyard 
of the Lord of Hoſts, is the Youſe of Jſrael, and zhe 
JEen of Judah , his pleaſant Plant ; and he /voked for 
Judgement , 5: 52/0/74, Dpptellion ; for Righteouſneſs, 
but veloid, A C1, By Sf. 
And therefore God calls themſelves to Judge the Caule , 
v. 2. Andnowv, D Jnhabitants Jeruſalem, and men of 
Juah, Judge, FJ p2ay you, between me aud my Vine=- 
 VatD J/hat could have been aone more to my Vineyard, that I have 
no. deneinit® And now, faithhe, Goto, 1 wlll tell you what 
J will do to my Vineyard, / »:/ take away the Hedge 
thereof, and: /4a/l be eaten up ; and beak down te UUalt 
thereof, end it ſpall b:f6Den Down 3 and 1 will laytt walte, | | 
77 (hall not be pauned no2 digged ; bu 4bcre fall come up || 
 Brriars and Thowms, And tor thele Miſ-aCtin gs of theirs, || 
| the Lord by his Prophet, 7/azah 1. 2, takes up a great com- 
| | Olaint 
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| plaint, ſaying, ear D Deavens, and g:ve ear D Earth; 
tor the Lord hath /foken , 7 have nourtthed and bzought np 
Chtldzen, a4 they 42ve rebelled againſt me ; be Or know- 
eth his MDvoner, and the Alle his Malters Crib ; 4: / '[rael 
doth not know, my People Do not conſider ; 244! cinful 
Nat:on , a People laden with Iniquity , a Seed of Evil- 
Doers, Ch!/dren that are Corupters ; they have Forſaken the 
Lozd, zey have pzovoked the Yoly One of Iſrael to 
anger, they are gone away backward :; By Reaſon where- 
of, we ſee the Lord looks upon their Holy Duttes as nothing, 
even as vanity 5 and their burning of Incenſe , an abomination 


znto him. 
Whence we may note , That though men be in the Perfe# 


and Real TVay of Goa, as to his Vorſhip; yet, it they do not 
render to God, if therr Converſation an{wer not geir Profeſſion , 
the bef2 of their J/Vorſhip is but van and abemmable in Gods 
fight; and ſuch as God is weazy to bear , Ifa. 1. 14. And 
ſuch perſons are looked upon a$S Enemies to the Croſle of 
Chaiſt, ?h/.3. 18. And God looked upon them to be {0 to 
him ; and ſuch as he will not long be burthened withal 3 for 1o 
faith the Prophet, 7/azah 1. 24. Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts , 
the Mighty One if Iſrael, Ab! I will eaſe me of mine Jdverſa- 
ries, / :// avenge me 0: mine Fnemies; And we find 
_ this threatning was made good npon them, Zach. 7. 13 14, 

Therefore, ſaith the Prophet, 27 25 come to paſs, that as he cried, 
and they would not hear 5 ſo they cried, and I would not hear ; 
but I ſcattered them w27/ 4 1/4:7/e-w19d among all the Na=- 
tions whom they knew not, &c. and ſo they continue a 
ſcattered people to this very day. So that we fee the Afer- 
tion made good. in them alſo, That God requires ſurtable Re- 
Furns for Mercies beſtowed , though from the greateſt of Men 
42 Nations ; por the negled whereof, God punilheth with- 


{ut reſpect of perſons. 
So that we ſee the Point fully proved upon Nebuchadnea3a7 


and Saul, two Great and Potent Kzngs 3 and alſo upon /, 4 , 
tne 
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the greateſt of Natzons, and that not onely upon the account 
of multitude , but alfo the greateſt Priviledoed Nation under 
the Heavens. 

I ſhall not ſpend time to lay down the Reaſons of. the 
Point; but in a word ſhall ſay what the Lord Chrilt faith, 
Luke 12.48. 10 whom much is given , of him tall be 
much required, | 

And fo I ſhall come to ſome Uſes, that may bc made of the 
_ Pont. | 

For,as Practice is the very lite of Proteflion , So the Uſes 
ot a Sermon, being well applyed, become words ſpoken in 
ſeaſon ; which the Wiſe Man faith, Are like & pples of Gold 
in Pictures of Silver, Prov.25. 11. 

And ſeeing it is ſo, that God requires ſuitable Returns for 
Benefits beſtowed 3 upon the neglect whereof, God puni- 
tet }, XC. 

0 then may ſerve for a Uſe to great ones; anclfirft, 
to thy ſelt, O King, to Exhort thee in the Name and Fear of 
God, ſeriouſly to confider particularly what God hath done 
tor thee , how God hath preſerved thee both abroad and in 
this Land of thy Nativity ; and let me humbly beg thee once 
again, ſeriouſly to conſider the Hollow Oak , and that little 
Veſlel which rides in thy conſtant view , and thoſe that were 
acting 1n and by them , for thy perſonal preſervation (the 
which, it report be trne, thou haſt in a great meaſure already 
done, which is every commendable) Bur this is that,O King, 
that ] am cluefly pleading for,that thou wouldft endeayour to 
look though and beyond them. cven to the Finger and 
Power of that ©od that wrought in and by them ; not 
onely tor thy Temporal, bur alſo (itt thou beett not wanting 
to thy {elt) tor thy Eternal pieſcrvation, it thou doſt make 
ſutable Returns to him, that 10 wrath may net follow, 

To this purpoſe, confider every one of thy Thoughts and [n- 
7entions, and examine them before thou putthem into attzon, 
' ſee whether they tend to a ſutable Returumg to God , tor fuch 
.__ ercat Benchits 7ccerved fron Goa, or not. | And 
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| as 48 } 

Andif this, O King , be the bent of thy Spirit , and thy 
continued prattice, 1 can aſſure thee from the Word of the Lord, 
that it will be a /engthning out of thy Tranquility 5 tor to ſaith 
the wi/eſt of men, by the af/iftance of the £ternal Spirit, Prov. 
16. 7. When @ mans. wayes pleale the Lozd, he nll make even 
' HiS Enemies 70 Ve a7 peace with him; and not orely /o , bur 
' thou /halt alſo havea Benefit hereafter, and thar to Etermty 3 
for ſo ſaith the Lord by the mouth of a King,P/al. 0.2 3.11of0 
offereth pzaile , glouticth me , 2:4 to him that ozdereth 

| And ſecondly, O King, ſeeing many Great Ones in this 
Nation have had a great ſhore in the Benefits God hath beſtowed 
upon thee 5 this may ſerve for a Uſe of Exhortation allo to them, 
to perſwade them to confſeder ſeriouſly what God hath done for 
them in doing for thee ; and tarther to examme what ſuitable Re- 
turns they have already made , and what Rendrings they in- 
tend to make to God, for ſuch great Benefits beſtowed, 
_ 'Tdeftzeto urge this the rather, bccauſe I ſee many of their 
Coaches ſtanding daily , where I tear they cannot duely ren- 
der to God according to fuch Mercies beſtowed ; and there- 
fore I ſhall defire to diſcharge my Conſcience to them, inlet- 
ting them know , that without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord , Heb. 12.14. and without Faith it is impoſlible to 
pleaſe God, Heb.11.6. Which Faith comes by hearing , 
and hearing by the Word of God, Heb. 10. 17, andnot 
by hearing /curri/ty in Stage-playes, May-games and Paſtimes : 
Conſider O ye Great Ones , that are guilty of ſuch aCtings 
and know, that God requires other things from you ; and 
make ſuitable Returns to God , leſt God return his Judge- 
nents with Indignation , and fo the laſt be worſe than the 
|: for we uſually fay, that Relapſes are dangerous , and 
many times prove worlſe than the firſt diſtemper. 

Thirdly , Seeing God requires ſuitable Returns for Bene- 
fits beſtowed, though from the grcateft of Men or Nations ; 
_ upon the neglect = ir God puniſheth without _ 
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This then may alſo ſerve tor a Uſe of Exhortation and Ex- 
amination tO this Nation, con/idered as a Nation: And as ſome 


" have faid , They (to wit) the Nation was a Body without a 


Head ; meaning , they were without a K7zz 5 for the King 
is the Head, or Supream, 1 Pet. 2. 13,14. according to 
that of Samuel alſo to Saul, 1 Sam.14. 17, And Samuel faid 
to Saul, When thou walt 2ttle in thine own ſ/zht , waſt thou 
not made the Head of the Tribes of Iſrael? Andthe Lord 
anointed thee K2ng over Iſrael, &c. So that now, O England, 
thou canſt not ſo complain, for by a mrraculous hand thy 
Head is reſtored to thee again ; examine thy felt now what 
Benefit thou haſt recerved 5 and alſo, how thou art bettered 
thereby : Doſt thou renaer to God according to his Benefit be- 
ſtowed? Art thou grown more Holy than thou waſt> Or 
rather » art thou not grown openly propbane , out of a ſenſe of 
Gods Great Love tothee ® Doſt thou rejozce before the Lord 
with trembling *& Or rather ,. is not thy rejorcing ſuch , as that 
it would and doth, even make a truly Regenerate Soul, tremble to 
beholdit? Art thou rendrins to God, for brin g1nsthis great | 
Defign about without ſhredding of blood? Or rather , is not 
thy Behawvzur fuch, as ſuddenly may cauſe God to open another 
Va to the Eff uſion of thy blood, even to the Confuſion of thy face? 
Art thou rejozcing , that the Sword in all wi/ible probability 5 
now ſheathing again > And is notthat rejozceng ſuch, that may 
juſtly cauſe Gad to Command :t to run through thy Borders a ſe- 
cond time f 

Art thou humble before thy God, O England, out of a 
Conſideration of thine own unworthineſs , and of Gods Great 


| Loveto theein theſe thugs * Or rather , art thou not grown 


more haughty? And may not the Lord take up a Complaint 
againſt 'Thee and thy Daughters, O England, as once he did 
againſt his People of old? 1/a.3.16. and fay to Enzland, and 


in ſpecial to London , Becauſe thy DAUghters are haughty , | ; 


and walk with ſtretched out Necks, 2:4 wanton Eyes, wal- 
king andmincing as 7hey go F and making atinkling = 2: 
os roar orae | LILY 


F | 'FO | 

their feet ; Therefore che Lord will (mite with. a Dcabthe 
Lrown of the head. of the Daughters of England ; 4 
the Lord will diſcover her ſecret parts in that day 5 or when the 
Lord ſhall ſay ſo to England , then will he take away the B2g- 
very of the:r tinkling Dmnaments about their Feet z and 
cheir Cauls, and their round 11ers ltke the Moon, and the 
 Baallets, and the Multlers, the Lonnets, and the Oxna- 

ments of the Leggs , the changeable Duites of tantaſti- 
cal attirez and inltead of their faveet Powders, a ſtink 5 in- 
- ſtead of a Girdle, a Rent; inſtead of their criſped and 
well-ſet Dair, Baldneſs ; andiaſtead of a Dtgmacher, a 
girding of Dack-<cloth; and Burning inſtead ot Beauty ; 
and cauſe a ſecond time their Men to fall by the Dwo2d, and 
their Mighty in War ; tor Zng/and is tull of diftempers ; 
ſo thar God may juſtly ſay of her, as once he ſaid of 1/rael , 
Ifa.1.6. From the ſole of the ſoot, even unto the head, there 1s no 
ſoundneſs init , but wounds , and bruiſes , and putrified ſoress 
they have not been cloſed , neither bound up , nor mollified with 
Ointments 3, tar the Judgements nor the Merctcs of God, have 
neither a/lured nor reſtrained them from ther inzquities, but to 
this very day ſhe hath her Tenpenney of Pride, being allo full of 
the Dropſical humours of all abominations, and and yet in a 
deep conſumption of all true Pity, Pitty, Pemtency, Patience 
and Purity 5; by which means ſhe is become very Perverſe, 
Peeviſh, Prophane and Puttileſs. Oe 

Theretore , O England , conſider what God atter all his 
Fudgements and Mercies requireth of thee 3 and tor the time 
to come, meet thy God with ſuttable Returns, leſt God meet thee 
again, in ſotne or all has three fierce fudgements, Sword, Peſitlence 
or Famine 3 eitner to thy ſpeedy rooting out, or thy con- 
ſuming lingring ruine. Conſider whatI fay, and the Lord 
make thee Wile. 

And ſecondly, Seingitis ſo, That God requires ſuitable 
Returns tor Benefits bettowed , though from the greatei of 
Men or Nations, &c. BET OY 

This 


and Dzrawer of Water ; to all thathave recerved, and have 
not duely rendred , to {uch who like the'Swine under the 
Acorn Tree, have greedily ſwallowed down all the Benefit 
that comes from God , never ſo much'-as once looking to 
God, norto him thatfends them; and to ſay Truth, it fares 
oenerally with men as with thoſe Leapers;'Lzhe 17. 17. where 
ten were cured, .and but one found to return praiſe ; and in- 
deedit is ten to one,whether men generally know it really to 
be their duty,or not ; therefore I ſhall commend this Uſe to 
all that have not rendred , and ſhall let'them know in the 
words of Solomon the Wiſe , That he 75 in the Way of Life that 
keepeth knowledge; whilſt he that refuſeth rep2oof.,trreth, Pro. 
10.17. For he that hatethreproof, 7s batith, Prov. r 2. 1. And 
Came /Zall be to him that refuſeth mſtruttion;whilft he that regar- 
aeth reproof ſhall be honoured, Pro.13.18. And therefore I ſhall 
defire all, ſeriouſly to conſider the danger of not Rendring. 

Eor Hezekzah rendred not again according ta the Benefits 
beſtowed upon him, but his keart was lifted up ; therefoze 
wrath fell upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

And fo I ſhall paſs to the next teachable Obſervation. 

2. That many times God pun:ſheth a People tor the miſattings 
of their Governours » whether in Church, State or particular 
Famles. | 
| For the proof of which point, let us conſider King David, 

who as to the integrity of his inward man, was upright before 
God ; - therefore we have this Teſtimony of him , That he 
was a man after Gods own heart, '1 Sam.1 3. 14. Yet this inte- 
ority of his was accompanied with ſome imperteCtions, which 


cauſed Gods wrath to burn hot againſt is People , as we 


may read, 2 Som. 24.1. For King David by the rftigation | | Al 


of that Enemy of mankind , was moved to namber his People, by* 
which means the wrath X of God was kindled \agatnſt Tiract ; 
02-2 PAW | 3 hn . 


_ ( 52 
 forſo faith the Text, 2 Sam.24. 1. 1nd again the Jnger of 
the Lozd was kindled againſt Jſrael; and Ye moved Da- 
vid againitthem to ſay, Ganumbep Jſrael and Judah. 
zeſt. But here it may be asked -, How I prove this to be 
done by the per{waſton' of that Evil One, ſeeing the Text 
doth not in ſo many words fay ſo 2 _ 
+ Anſw. To which Il Anſwer 5; Ihe Text in 2 Sam. 41.1. 
' Nor in any other part of the Chapter, doth not in ſo many 
words prove itz bur if according to the teaching of the 
Apoſtle Paz/,1Ccr.2.13.}Ve compare Dpiritual things with 
Spiritual; the Holy Ghoſt will make a clear Diſcovery ; 
for compare this, 2 Sam.24. 1. with, Chron.21. 1. we ſhall 
find this, He that maved David. in this , 2 Sam. 24. 1. is 
that Enemy of mankind, that Evil One, or Satan 3 for fo faith 
the Text, 1 Chron. 21.1. And Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael , 
and p$20v0ked David to-number 1fracl. 

We But here it may be farther demanded , What was 
Iſraels fn, ſeeing 1frael ſmarted; what had 1/7ael done ? 

Anſw. IT Anſwer; Iſrael was not at this time (as wc 
read of) ating in any groſs or known ſi 5 yet Ifrael muſt be pu- 
- wiſhed: Which proves our 4ſſertion tobe true, That God ma- 
ny times puniſheth a. People for the miſattings of therr Gover- 
murs, SC. | 
Queſt. What ther was Davids in, may ſome ſay * 

Anſw. I Anſwer ; Davids fin lay in numbring the People; 
for ſo ſaith the Text, 1 Chron. 21. 7. And God was diſpeaſed 
at this thing 3 therefore he ſmote 1/rael. 

Queſt. Was the numbring of the People then the onely 
Cauſe , that moved God to flay with the Plague threeſcore 
and ten thouſand? as we read v. 1.4. 

Anſw. Yea, ſo faith the Text, v.17. For Davis ſaid unto. 
God,1 it not I that Commanded-the Pecple to-be numbzed? 
Even Fitts that Have ſinned and done evil ; But as for 
theſe ſheep, What have they done ® Let thy hand , I pray thee, 
be on: me and on my Fathers Houſe , but not on thy People , that 
they ſpould be pumfhed, wr Quelt. 
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Queſt. Is it ſo dangerous a thirig then ?o zell over, or number_ 
the Peoyle, may ſome {ay ? | | 3 
Anſw. 1 Anſwer ; That to tell over or number the Peo- . 
le, imply fo conſidered, is not fin 3 for then it were a fin for. 
7ofpuah to number the People, Joſhuah 8. 10. Orto number 
the eleyen, A&s 1.26, who were numbred , For they gave 
forth the Lots,and the Lit fell upon Matthias,and he was nums 
bred with the eleven. | | 

But to number the People; fo as to put confivence inan Arm + |||Þ} 
ef fleſh 5 to number the People ſo as to depart fromthe Logds | 
this 45 an accurſed thing 5 for 10 faith the Prophec , Fer. 17. 5. 
Thns ſaith the Lord , Cutfed be the man hat trufteth in man, 
and maketh ficth his Irm , 274 w/e Heart departethfrom 
the Lo2d ; And this 1 huwbly conceive might be Davzas fin; 
tor it we caſt our eye but into 1 Chron.20.we ſhall findFoab the 
Captain of Davids Heſt deſtroying the Countrey of the Children 
of Ammon, and Rabbah, and ilaying three Grants, tn three ſe- 
wveral Overthrows of the Phulrſtines ; andthe Devil knoweth 
right well how to make his Advancages. 

He knew, that God was zealous of his Honour 5 and if he 
could but work up Dav:d to put confidence in an Arm of fleſh,or 
to grve glory to the multitude of his Armed men 5 this was an 
advantage good enough apamſt Iſrael 5 this was. that whigh 
would cauſe God to weaken his ſtrength , by taking them away, 
and have a Controverfie with them: And-zhus God doth in 
Mercy to his People, when they begin to put confidence , or ſet 
their hearts fon Creature comforts » God is then ready to take 
them away 5 and thus Ged 5 [aid , to hedge up their way 
with Thozns, Hol. 2.5,7. 4nd to make a Wall har they all 
not find thetr way 5 and they ſhall follow after their Lovers , 
but ſhall not overtake them, zhey a// ſeek after them; but 
not find them; tor ſaith the Frophert, //a.57. 13. he wind 

/all carry them away, vanity ſhall cake them. 

We may ſce this Afertion farther proved in the Enyptiane,. 
in thoſe ten Plagues that came upon them , tor the hardneſs of 

| the 
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the beart of Pharaoh” their King 5 WhatMilery did they en- 
Dure 7: that weeks time of the waters of the Rivers being 
turned into Slood ? . Fx0d.7.20,27, What ard they endure 
by-reaſon of the L\agues of Froggs; Lice and Hies ? Exod. 
$.3,17,24. in thoſe Hlagues of Wurrion aud Hail r Exod. 
9.2410,23.11 thoſe Plagues of Locuſts,« Darkneſs?Ex0d. 
40. 4,22, andinthe Death of a/! their firit-bozn, both of 
Man and Beaſt ? Exod. 1 2. 29. | 
Thelike we may ſec threatned againſt 1ſrae/ of old,by reaſon 
of the miſattings of their PUNces, Judges, Paielts and P2g- 
phets, Micah 3. 9. Hear, / pray you (faith the Prophet) ye 
Yeads of be 14ouſe of Jacob , and Painces <zheYouſe of 
Ifrael, bo: abhoz Judgement. , and pervert all Equity , 
v. 10. That build up Z\0N with Blood , and Jeruſalem wth 
Iniquity, v. x1. The Yeads thcreot Judze for Reward, ad 
the lriefts tyereof 7each for Dire, 024 the Prophets thereof 
Dive for Money: like the Pueſt3 and Vzopyets ot Eng=- 
Jand at this day 3 and they likewiſe, as thoſe of 01d, will lean 
epon the Lord, and ſay , 1s not the Lord among us, no evil can 
come upon us * But though they ſay thus ; What faith the 
Prophet > Therefoze /ha/! Zo: fo2 your ſabe be plowed 
as a Field, and Jeru/a/em ball become heaps,and the Mown- 


tan of the L02d$ Houſe, «- the highplaces of the Fozrelt. 
So that, we may ſee, That for the miſatings of Church- 


men, that teach for Hire, and divine for Money ; 2701 Or 
the Church, ſhall be puniſhed, yea plowed as a Field, and 
laid waſte, and tte Pountain of the Lo2ds Houſe be- 
- come as the high places of the Yozreſt; As weil as tor the 
- perverting of Judgement & Equity by the Princes & Judges, 
Feruſalem, or the Kingdorr, ſhall become heaps; for there will 
be a ſcattering of the Sheep , for the negligence of the Shepherd 5 

' yea, ſofaith the Prophet, Je-.10. 21. For the Paſto2s are 
become bzutiſh, and have not ſought the Lozd ; therefoze 
 theyſhall not pzoſper,and all their Flock ſhall be ſcattered, 
And to faith the Lord Chriſt by John the Reyelator, ſpeak- 
ing 


(55) 
ingto the Angel, or the Pattor of the Church of Epheſus, 
Rey. 2. -5. Remember (faith he) from whence thou art len ; 
and repent, and do thy firſt work » or elſe I will come unto thee 


q=ichy, .and will remove thy Candleſtick out of his place, 


except thou Repert. 


As if he ſhould ſay, Thou art the Light of the Church , 
and the Feeder of the Flock ; the Churci or People, are the 
Candleſtick that upholds thee , and the Flock that employes 


thee, and unleſs thou repent of thy Deabnelſs, t!17 duinels, 
thy dzoulncls', thy coldneſs, thy careleſniſs, and ty car= 
nality, I will ſuddenly remove thy Candleſtick , 7 w:// j202: 
diſperſe the Flock ; Abd then, what will become of chee ? who 
welt thou feed ® who wilt thou light ® Thy Talent will then be 
under a Puthel , 4 0: on a Candleſtick , z« give light to 
thoſe that are in the Houſe, 

This Aferton we may allo ſee made good in or upon pr:- 
uvate Famulies. 

That God many times pumfheth a People for the miſatlings of 
thai Governours, IVOERREr's tn Church, $S Fate, Or particular Faz 
miltes. 

When 4braham was journying mo Egypt with his Wite Sa- 
rah, being driven thither by a Famine, Gen.1 2. he ſaid unto- 
Sarah his Wite, v. 11, &C. Behold now, T know that thou art a. 
fair Woman to look upon; therefore tt ſhall come to paſs when the 
Egyptians ſhall ſee thee , that the y ſhall ſay, This is his Wife , 
and they (ail kill me , 52: es will ſave thee alive; ſay 1 

 þray thee , thou art my Slter, that :t may be well with me 
for thy ſake , 4a my S oul may [ve becauſe of thee. 

W hence by the way we may note; Firſt, That Famine and 

outward diſirefſes poſhbly may attend the deareft of Gods Chil- 
dren 5 tor we ſee Abraham that friend of God, was driven into 
Egypt by reaſon that the Famine was 6rievous 7 ie Lancdt 
V. IQ, | 41S 3 
| And ſecondly, That zbe fear of the loſs of life, may fond1fs act 
» te nature ef trae Faith 3 tor 4 or alam the Father = - e fer, and 
_ the 
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ſaid, When the Eg ypt:ans ſhall ſee thee, they will ſay, this is 
his Wife , and they will kill me ; therefore ſay , thou art 
"my Silter : And Paul the Apoſtle, a faithful Soul , whoſe 
life being laid wait for, wag let down by the Wall in a Baſ- 
ket, Acts9.25. Yea, the Lo-d Chriſt hin:ſelf refuſed zo 
walk in Jury but walked in Galilee , becauſe the Fewes 
ſought to kill him, John 7. 1. 
| Butto our Matter, upon Abrahams ſaying , that Sarah was 
his Siſter, v. 19. and upon the Commendations of Sarah to 
Pharaoh by his Princes 3 Sarah was taken into Pharadhs 
Houſe , and Abraham was well entreated by Pharaoh tor Sa- 
rahs ſake, v. 15,16. 

Tet the Lord plagued Pharadh 24 :- Houſe with great 
Plagues , becauſe of Sarah, Abrahams Wife, v.17. Pharaoh 
ſins , and that ignorantly too , in takivg Abrahams Wite into 
his Houſe ; for fo ſaith the Text, v. 1$. For Pharaoh called 
Abraham , and faid , What is this that thou haſt Done unto 
me> Why Didſt thou not tell me Che was thy Wife 2? 
Why ſatd{t thou Gets my Dilter 2 $o7/ might have taken 
her to me to Wife. 

Though Pharaoh fs , Ifay, and that zgnorantly too , as it 
is clear he did ; yet his Houſe mult be plagued with great 
Plagues. 

Whence by the way,I would have all to take notice, 'That 
rt 75 not ignorance that will excuſe or ſhroud , neither the meaneſt 
nor the greateſt of men, from the ſin-revenging hand of God. 

And ſecondly, That God takes ſpecial care for his faithful 
ones, ſo as that he will not reſpect perſons when they evilly entreat 
them 5 for ſo ſaith the Prophet, P/al.11 5.14, 15. He ſuffe- 


their lake ; ſay ng » Touch not mine Fnomnted, and do my P20- 

' yenets no harm. 

becoand thus as Abranam was travelling towards the South 

 theythirey, whilſt he ſojourned in Gerar , the Lord reproved 

And 10':h alſo, King of Gerar, tor his fake, Gen. 20. For 
Abra- 


red no man zo do themwrong 5 yea, he tepzoved Kings foz - 
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Abraham... ( again) {aid of Sarah his Wite , ſhe is my Si- 
ſter ; and Ab:melech King of Geray ſent and took Sarah, v. 2. 
But God came to Abimelech tn a Dreamby mght , and faid unto 
him, Thou art but adead man, (aſharp Reproot indeed) 
And he gives him a Reaſon tor his ſo ſaying, For the Woman 
({aith he) which thou haſt taken is A mans Une, v. 3. Yet 
{faith the Text, Abimelech had not come near her, v.4. And A= 
bimelech ſaid , Lord, wilt thau flay alſo a Righteous Nation ? 


O 


"Pp 


- Said ye no, (Mes my Stfker * andthe even the her ſelf ſatd,Ye 


is my Bother ; 27 the integrity of niy beart, and innocency of 
my hands have 1 done this,v.5. Ana God ſaid unto him in aDream, 
yea I know that thou atdit this in the integrity of thy heart , for 
[alſo withheld thee from ſinning againſt me ; 7herefore 
ſuffered J thee not to touch her, -v. 6. 
 Whence 1 would note alſo by the way ; Firſt , That he 
who is the Searcher of the heart , and Tryer of the reins , 
takes a perfeft account of the bent of the ſpirits of the Sons and 
Daughters of Men. 

And ſecondly, "That accordingly he ether reftrains Souls frem 


finning againſt him, or elle gives perſons up to commt fm with 
greedineſs ; tor fo faith the Text, And as they did not like to re- 


tain God in their knowledge ; therefore God gave them u 
tO a reprobate mind, Rom.1. 28. But this js thar in the 1e- 
venth verſe , that makes the Afſertion good ; Now therefore 
(faith the Lord) reſtore the Man his IWife, f02 heis a Pophet, 
and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt rye 5 and if thou reſtore 
ber not, know thou, 7haz thou ſhalt ſurely dye , thou and all 
that thou yait. 
The like we may fee made good in Achans Family , 
Joſh, 7. That when Achan had taken of rhe accurſed things, 
that goodly Babyloniſh Garment, the Silver, and the Wedge 
of Gold,the Jugdgment extended not only to the puniſhment 
of himſelf, but alfo to his whole Family and all that was his 3 
for fo ſaith-the Text, Foſh.7. 24. And Joſhua and all Iſrael 
with him, took, Achan the Sov of Zerai, and the Silver, and 
pins O 
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the Garment , and the Weage of Gold , and his S0Ng-, and his 
Pauzhters, and his Oren, and his Aſſes, and his Sheep, 
and his Tent, and all that hehad; Andv. 25. They burned 
them with fire, after they had ſtoned them with ſtones, 

Now the Lord Chriſt faith, AZath. 18.16. That in the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes every Truth ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed ; and I having proved each Particular in the Afſer- 
tion by two witnefles at the leaſt ; "That God many times pu- 
niſheth a People jor the mifactings of their Governours , 
whether in Church, State, or particular Families. 

And now, lett I make my lines roo numerous, I ſhall for- 
bear to lay down any Reaſons of the Point ; but ſhall pro- 
ceed to ſome Uſes that may be tor our preſent benefit. 

And ſeeing it is {0 , That God many times puniſheth a 
People for the muſactings of their Governours , whether in 
Church, State, or particular Families. 

This then may ſerve for a Uſe of Exhortation to thee,'O 
King, to thee, and to all Kings , Princes, and Governours of 
Nations, Paitors , and Elders of Congregations , and Ma- 
ſters of Families , as they tender their own good , and the 
good of thoſe that are under them, thatthey walk betore the 
Lord, and go ia and out before their People in fin gleneſs of 
heart, and in the fincerity of their Souls , as in the ſight of 
God, having afingle eye to the Glory of God, and the good 
of the Souls that are under their charge, carefully watching 
over all their thoughts, words & aCtions,1o as that they bring 
not the Judgements of God upon their people by their mit- 
aCtings; and to be often with the Lord in Prayer , that to 
they may have his Direction and Protection in all their Enter- 

riſes and Undertakings, to the comfort of their own Souls , 
and the Peace, Benefit and Well-being of thoſe that are un- 
der them. 

And ſecondly , This may alſo ſerve for a Uſe of Exhorta- 
tion to all Subjects, though they be Paſtors, or Elders of 
- Congregations, & Maſters of Famnulies, as well as Members of 
"ALIOTED Churches, 


(59) 
Churches , or Children , or Servants in particular Families , 
that they be often at the Throne of Grace in the behalf of 
their Kings, Princes and Govyernours ; and in ſpecial, that 
Englands SubjeAts be often with the Lord in the behalf of 
their King, who trom his long Exile and Reſtraint is brou ght 
again into this Land of his Nativity , which is ſo tull of Lt- 
centiouſneſs, Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs.Revilings, Ren- 
dings and 'Learings, Koarings,Bantings &« Dwearings, 
with thoſe abominations ot <tage-plares, May-cames 
anc Paltimes , pabe and p2odigality , thar Godin mercy 
would be pleaſed to direct [js heart1o, as that he be not won 
either to own, or allow of them ; but to diſovon, diſwade 
and Dilcountenance them ; And that God would far= 
ther /frengthen both his heart and hand , to proſecute that 
lovely, laudable, prudent, pious, Conſcientious and Chut- 
ſitan,chat truely Noble & moſt Heroick Pazincely PROCLA- 
MATION, by him iſſued forth at his arit coming amongſt 
us again , and fince by him ſ:conded by another ; that fo 
England, though now even a link of abominations , may 
by the good hand of God upon us, by his nauſtry, become as 
it ſhall be once ſaid of Jerufalem, to be a Praiſe o* the whele 
Earth. 

And that God would dire& im ſo to conſider of his Yoly 
Things , as that he p2eſent nothing to God , but whar is 
Commanded by God ; thai fo God may notonely Crown him 
with a Crovon of Gold here, bur alſo with thar Crown of 
Glozy, whichthall never fade away. 

And that he be thus tound rendring to the Lord, conſi- 
Cering the danger of the neglect thereof. 

For Hezekiah rendred not again accoraing to the Benefits be- 
ſtowed upon, but his heart was lifted uþ ; Therefore wrath was 
þon him, and uþon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

And thirdly , This may ſerve tor a Uſe of Exhortation, to 
Members of Congregations, and Children, and Seryants of 
particular Families ; that they = alſo conſtantin this duty of 
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+ Prayer, inthe behalf of their reſpeCtive Paſtors, Elders, Fa- 
thers or Maſters, that they may be ſo directed by Divine affi- 


ſtance, that as under their Pance, fo likewiſe under them, 


they may lead apeaccableza quiet,and a godly lite,in all god- 


lineſs aud honeſtly. | 
- And fol ſhall paſs to my third and laſt teachable Conclu- 
fion 3 viz. 

Thirdly , That outward enjoyments do many times ſo affett the 
heart of man , as that they lift them up even to the forgetting of 
God, to thetr own rune, 

The great Jehovah knowing right well the nature of things, 
as he was the Maker of them: And the temper of Mans 
heart, as he was the former of t , when he cauſed Meſes to let 
Tſrael know the particular Priviledges they ſhould enjoy in 
the Land of Canaan, Deut. 8. he giveth then) this Caution , 
Vv. 12,1314. That when they had eaten and vere full , and 
had built goodly Houſes, and dwelt therein , when their 
DVeards and Flocks ,- their Dilver and their Gold was en- 
creaſed, that then their hearts ſhould not be lifted up. 

Butrhe truth of this Afſertion we may ſee verified in Bel- 
ſpazzar King of Babylon; tor when Danzel was ſent for to 
Read and Interpret the Hand-IWriting on the IVall to Belſhaz- 
zar, Dan.s. 18, he ſaid , O Kemp, the Moſt High God gave 
unto thy Father a Kingdom, and Majeſty, and Glory ,. and 
Power 3 and for the Majeſty he gave him, all People , Nations 
and Languanes trembled and feared before him :. whom be would he 
flew, and whom he would he kept alive 5 whom he would he ſet up, 
and whom he would he put down 5 as thou doſt now, O King : 
But when hts heart was lifted up, and bs mn:d hardned in 
Pride , he was aepoſed from his Kingly Throne, and they took 
his slory from him, and he was driven fromthe Sons of Men, and 
his heart was made like the Beaſts , and his dwelling was with the 


wild Aſſes, they fed hum with graſs like Oxen , and his body was 


wet with the Dew of Heaven , ll he knew that the Poſt 
PDigh Ruleth in th? Kingdom of men , and that he ap-= 
z25inteth over it whomſoever he vill 0 © Whence. 


(61) 
Whence we may note, 'That J his heart was lifted up, and - 
his mind hardned in Pride, {o it was upon the account of his 
high enjoyments,tO the torgetting of God, who diſpenſed them 
to him ; which we ſee was the Cauſe of his caſting down. Ill 
The like we may ſee in Y33:ah, 2 Chron. 26, x. who after -. || 
the death of Amazzah his Father, was made King of Judah , - || 
And he Reigned mn Jeruſalem fifty and tio years, and he ard that 
whach was right m the ſight of the Lord: And v. 5. He ſought 
Godin the aayes of Zechariah , who had underſtanding in the Vi- 
| fonsof God,. andas long as he fought the Lord , God made 
him to proſper ; And he went forth and warred againſt the Phi- 
liſtines, and brake down the TVall of Gath, and the TVall of Fab- 
neh, and the Wall of Afpdod 5 and God Yelped him again(> 
the Philiſtines , and againſt the Jrabians ; and the .4m- 
munites gave gifts to him, and 11s Name ſpread abroad, even to 
the entring an of Egypt 5 for he ſtrengthened himſelf exceedingly , 
and þe built Towers , both in feruſalem and im the Deſart ; and 
digged many Wells , for be ad much Cattel z both zn: the 
low Countrey , and inthe Plains ; BuSband-menalſo, and 
Uine-dzelſſers ; X/oreorer, he had an Dolt of tighting men, ||] 
that went out to UUAL 1n Bands ; /2- Chief men or Captains of || 
I/ar, were C0 thouland and ſir hundzed; Andv. 15. He 
mage in feruſalem Engins of War, made by cunning Work-men, 
to be on the Towers, and on the Bulwarks, to ſhoot Arroiwes and 
great Stones withal 5 and his Name ſpead far abtoad, for 
he was marvel/ouſly helped, ttl he was (ttrong : But when 
he was ltrengzv.:s. his heart was lifted upto his deſtru= 
tion; for he zranſereſſed againſt the Lord his God , and went 
znto the Temple of the Lord, and burned Incenſe upon the Altar of 
Incenſe. And he was ſtruck with Leprohe, and died with-- 
out cure. 
Thus whilſt Vxxuah fought the Tord, v. 5. God made bim to: 
preſber : But when yis heart was lifted up > and he fo2-= 
gat God, Godleft him , and purifozd his fin with a Diſeaſe, 
that to 1m p2oved mortal. | 


Vn 


» "Whence we note,. That when Yzz/ah ſeparates himſelf 
from his God,by forgetting him ; God by that Leprofie ſepa- 
rated him from the Priviledges of his Houſe, & the SOClety of 
men and from all things that neze the C auſe of his hearts 
lifting up ; forlſo {aith the Text VV. 21. nd #: 7224 the Ang 
was a Leper until the day of his death , and Dwelt in a ſeveral 
houſe, being « Leper 5 fo2 he waScut oft from the tiouſe 
"of the Low; And Fotham his Son was over the Kings Houle, 
Judging the People of the Land. 

And thus we ſee the Lord had a Controyerſie with the 

Prince of Tyrus, againſt whom he gave out a Commiſſion to 
the Prophet, Ezek.28. 2. ſaying, Son of Man, ſay wnto the 
Prince of Tyrus, Thus ſaith the Lord, | ecaulſe thine heart is 
lifted up, 4nd thoz hafl ſaid, Jamayod, 7 / zn the Seat 
of Goa, in the midſt of the Seas 5 yet thou art a Man,and not Ged, 
though thou ſet thine heart as the heart of God, And the reaſon 
of the lifting up of his heart is rendred in the fourth and fifth 
verſes, which proves our Afertion tully ; tor faith v.4. 14th 
thy Wiſdom and with thine Undertanding 7thoz haſt gotten 
thee riches, -:d halt gctten ©old and Silver into thy 
Tresſuries, And v. 5. By y great Uuidom , 214 by thy 
Traffick 52/7 zo: encrealed zy riches, and thy heart i$ 
lifted up. becauſe of thy riches, V.7. Beboid, therefure [ 
well bring ſtrangers upon thee , the terrible of the Nations 3 and 
they ſhall draw their Sword againſt the beauty of thy 1V:iſaom, and 
they ſhall defile thy brightneſs. And v. 8. They (hall baing 
thee down to the Pit, 4nd tho» bal: Dye the Deaths of them 
that are ſlainin the midſt of the Seas, And v. ro. Yor 
ſhalt dye the death of the Wnceireumciled, vy the hand of Stran= 
gers; for / have ſbokent ſaith the Lord, 

Thus whilſt mens hearts are lifted up,and they torget God 
in the Enjoyment of outward things ; and with the rich Man 
in the Goſpel, Zzke 12. 19. begin to live to themſelves, and 
to ang a Requium to their Souls; the Lord we ſce brings 


- them down with a, Thou Fool, this night fhall they require thy 
out i707 tee _ 
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So that we ſee the Point alſo fully proved. oz. That out=- _ 
ward Enjoyments, many times do ſo affect the heart of man, 
as that they lift it up even to the forgetting of God , to their 
own ruine. 

Several Uſes might be made hereof , the which for brevi- 
ty ſake I ſhall here omit, And ſhall onely this ſay , 

That we ſee by common Experience , That they that are 
hunger-bit, when they come to their full of Diet, they ran 
upon it with greedineſs, like //7ae/ of old, i Sam. 14. 32. 
/bo flew upon the Dpoil , 24 7004 Sheep and Oxen, and 
Calves, and flew them on the ground, and the People aid eat them 
with the Blood ; Which was contrary to the Law of God, 
and which became their ſm. Even fo hunger-bit Souls many 
times eat with chateagerneſs , that they do not onely fin in 
their Exceſs, but allo Surfert themielves to the loſs of their 
lives. 
This then may ſerve tor a Uſe of Caution to thee,O King, 
that of a long time haſt been a Stranger to this Land of thy 
Nativity,& halt been forced to wander trom one Kingdom to 
another Nation, from one Language to another People, in 


pennury & want 3 and now being come to three Kingdoms of 
thine own, flowing with Milk and Honey, and yet abounding 


in all manner of Exceſs of Riot;let me Caution thee in the fear 
the Lord , that thou ſurfett not thy ſelt upon the profits nor | 


pleaſures thereof ; nor, let thy Men of Valour , neither Do- 


metltick nor Forreign , that are lately come over to thy afli- 

ſtance , cauſe thee to putthy confidence in an Arm of fleſh 3 

leſt thy heart be iifted up, and ſo thou fozget thy God to. 
thineown ruine; Neither ſurfeit thy ſelf with toc much. 
blood-ſhed, 7/7 thou make thy {elf -blood-guilty , and ſo 
God begin a new Jnquiſition ; burrather ſhev. Pitty and 

Compaſſion, Lore and I enity, and rather L,gment than 
Launce , and rather 'Triumph over the kithng thy Coz- | 
ruptions than thy Dubjects ; and reſolve to reter thy will to * 
rhe Lord , who faith , Vengeanceis mite, and J will re=- 


Pay Ut, Rom, 12, 19, I would here be underſtood ina | 


_ * goodfence; for Ido not defire the Obſtruction of the due 

dminiſtration of Juſkice ; but that ir may be fo admini- 
ſtred, thae Mercy may be intermixed therewith ; and alfo 
that Relenting and Dobnety , and rot Exaltation and Jn- 
humanity, be in the Crecutton, 

For I know, That it is an Ordinance of God ; F,r Magt: 
ſtrates are /et »þ for he puniſhment of Evil-Doers, Row. 1 3. 

3,4. Forthe Law is not made for the Rigateous man , but 
- forthe Lawleſs and Diſobedient, tor the Vngodly and for 
Dinners - for Unholy and P2ophane , tor Murtherers of 
Fathers, and Murtherers ct Mothers, tor Man-ſlaycrg, 
for Whoze-mongers , and for them that Defile themſelves 
with man-kind , tor Man-ltealers, tor Lyars and perju= 
red perſons, or any thing elſe that is contrary to ſound Do- 
(rine, 1 Tim. 1. 9,10. 

And ſeeing the Apoſtle faith , That in many things we of- 
fend all, James 5. 2. for if we /ay we havend lin, we de- 
ceive our ſelves, and the truth is not in us, 1 John 1. 8. 

O then, be perſwaded to bring thy {elf to the Bar of Gods 
Juſtice,and there Arran, fudge,and Contlemn thy ſelf; for, ſaith 
our Anoltle, r Cor.11. 31. / 'F we would JuUDge our [elves, 

- we Ghould not be Judged bz: when we are Judged', we 
are Chaſtened of the Lo2d , that we ſhould not be condem=- 
ned with the Wozld. 
 Andthis, O King, is the zeadteſt way I know of , to tender 
duely to God, and to keep thy heart from being lifted up 3 
that ſo wrath fall not upon thee and thy Kingdoms, 

I beſeech thee then inthe tear of the Great Jehovah , cor- 

ſider what Tay 5 and the Lord in Mercy make thee Wiſe 3 that 


as thou art an Heir to a Crown of Gold here, fo thou mayelt be. 


made partaker ot that Crown of Righteouſneſs which never fa- 
deth away 5 which, {ſaith the Apoſtle., The Lord the Righteous 
Fudge ſhall grue to me at that day , and not to me onely , but 
unto all them alſo that love his appearance, Tim. 3.8. And 
{0,O King,let thy Sozl 1n the /mgleneſs thereef Eccho with mine, 
- and ſay, Even ſo, come Lo2d Jeſus, come quickly. 


Pd 


: 
nuPYy ES: ou 2 nm; 


-. 


| dibdllbelipdlipdlibeliy | 
"i 


11 
| 


DECLARATION |] 


Of a ſmall Society of BayT1IzeD Berigvers, 


undergoing the Name of FREE-WILLERS, 
about the CITY of LoxN ÞD o N. 


===: Ewell knowing, that we are and have bcen 
miſ-repreſented to the People of this and other 
's Nations, as well by particular Letters from friend ro + 
| cy friend, as by publick Intelligence in Pamphlets and 
ALA News-Books, by which means we have been 
RED A a rendred odious in the eyes almolt of all, and, as'ir 
Sn were, made a by-word, and a hifling to all ; 
were notwithſtanding willing according to the 


. > -: 
requirement of our Saviour, Luke 21,19. [n onr patience to poſſeſſe our 


Souls,and (ilently to wait upon cur God, for a clearing of our innocen- 
cy,and the cleannefſe of our hands in his eye-fight:Burt lately having had 
a view of a Declaration, dated the x2th, of December \alt, made by 
ſome Perſons of the particular Judomenr, in which ſome others of 
another per{waſion have joyned, to the which in feverall particulars we 
cannot in the leaft aſſent ; We therefore thought it cur bounden 
Duty for the vindication of thatTruth,which we are in preſent profeſſion 
and practice of, as allo fearing leſt they baving declared to publick 
view ," we by our filence ſhould be looked upon, cithgr to be of the 
fame Judgment with them in what they have declared , or elle guilty of 
all or ſome of thoſe five Particulars they in that Declaration ſay the 
Baptiſts in general are charged withall ; have therefore let pen to paper, 
and ſhall firlt give a particular of the ſaid five Charges, and then, as in 
the prelence of God, lay.down our real Judgments, and Perſwafions, || 
orounded upon Scripture record, to thoſe Charges ; by which jt will be +} | 
apparent that we are not guilty of them art all, and that we differ from |||Q 


P66 Declaration of 4 ſmall Society | 
the faid Declarers in point of Judgment ; and if we ſhall in aoy thing 
| therein derogare from the minde of God, we ſhall defire in the Spirit of 
| love to be rectified by better Judgments, . from the word of truth, and 
ſhall think our felyes happy gainers in ſuch a Chriſtian” reproot, Say 
they, we being mil repreſented to the Nation ; 
i. As ſuch as are oppoſite to Maviſtracy. 
2, That we would deſtroy the Publick Miniſtry of the Nation, whe 
differ from us in ſome things about Religion. 
3. That we do countenance the people called Quakers , in their 
irregular prattice, | 
4, That we do endeavonr a toleration of all miſcarriages, in things 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, 
5- That we deſire to murther and deſtrey thoſe that differ from us 
in matters of Religion, / 
To the fit, we poſitively ſay , that we are ſo far from oppoſing 
 Magiſtracy, as that it would be to us matter of great rejoycing to know 
who were our Magiſtrates : Burt farr greater to ſee ſuch ſer up who are 
men fearing God , and hating covetouſnels, that ſo Jultice might be 
duly executed without reſpec of perſons, and Judgment run down like 
water and righteouſneſs like a mighty ſtream;that fo there might be no 
more leading into captivity, &that complaining in our lireets might have: 
anend : Bur for our parts to take a carnal weapon in our hands,or uſe 
the leaſt violence either to ſupport or pull down the worſt, or to ſet up 
or maintain the beſt of men, we look not upon it to be our duty in the 
leaſt ; much lefe ro have a thought of endeavouring to ſet up ourſelves, 
eicher dire&ily or indireRtly ; for were we abilitated and furniſhed 
with ſuch eadowments as might render us capable of being Rulers, yer 
could we not allow our ſelves to a& as Magiltrates, becauſe we are a 
People choſen our of the world, John 15-19. and look upon our {elves 
as Pilgrims and Strangers in the earth, Heb. x1,T3, x Pet. 2, 1x, But 
this we know to be the mind of God, from Row. 13. the beginning, 
1 Pet, 2,13. Tit,3.2, that we are to be ſubjeft to, and not to reſiſt 
the Powers, becauſe they be ordained of God ; and as God fers them 
up , ſo he requires his Sons and Daughters to render to them Tr7- 
bute, Cuſtom, Fear and Honurr , Romans 13. 7, And we further 
declare, Thatit is our bounden duty in obedience to cur God, to pray 
for Kings, and all that are in authority, x Tim.2.22, So that we are ſo 
far from oppoſing them, as that we fay it is our duty to obey them, all 
- civil things that are agreeable to the mind of God; and if they ſhall 
* require any thing from us that is contrary to his mind and WY! revealed 
— in his Holy-Scripcures of cruth, we ſay we are not to reſiſt them; bur if in 
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| of Papiizen Pelievers, '&'y 
conſcience we catihot obey them, then we are patiently to ſuffer under 
them, whatever they ſhall inflict upon us for our non-obedience to their 
requirements: And to this we -yet further declare, that it js our real 
Judgment , as to things Spiritual, not to own them as our Law-gtvers in 
the lealt, for there is one Law-giver which is able to ſave,and to deſtroy, 
Jam.4.12, Which is the Lord, [ſa.3 3.22, And therefore, if they ſhall 
at any time impoſe upon us Laws'in point of worſhip, that is, either to 
worſhip a Falſe God, ar the true God atcer a falſe manner, we by Gods 
alliltance ſhall tell them with Shadrach, Meſhach,and Abednego,Dan.z, 
16, That we are not carefull to anſwer them in that matter, yet ſhall 
not violently refſt , bur with them patiently ſuffer under them , as 
aforeſaid. en 
| To the ſecond, That we monld deſtroy the publick HMiniflry of the 
Nation , that differ from us in ſome things about Religion ; We do 
declare, that if there be a deſtruction intended berween us,we mult leaye 
it at their doors, and defire them to Judge berween the all-ſeeing God, 
the ſearcher of all hearts, and their own conſciences, what they have 
intended by their ſo often prefling Parliament men, from time to time, 
for a ſuppreſſion of all that are nor of their Judgment in matters of 
Religion : and upon ſearch made, if they find themſelves guilty of a 
defire of any ſuch deſtruction to us, we ſhall beg them in Gods tear, to 
break off that evil by timely Repentance, and make their Peace with 
God-:, as for our parts, we are to far from deſiring any revenge asain{ 
them,or any other that ſhal defire or endeayour our ruine, as that 1a the 
preſence of God, we ſhall rather pitty than envy thew, and according to 
the requirement of our Law-giver, at.5.44., pray for them,and their 
converſion, notat all in the leaſt deſiring or endeayouring their confuſion, 
That there are many things wherein the publick Miniſtry of the Nation 
and we difter, in matters of Religion, both in Doctrine and Diſcipline, is 
very clear ; and that we deſigne or {o much. as defire the defiruction of 
them, or any other perſons whatſoever, $or ſuch differences , or any 
other matters concerning our ſelves, we hope in our further arſwer to 
this, and to the fourth and fifth Particulars, we ſhall manifeſt to beas_ 
clear; and alſo therein diſcover our ſelves to be the peaceable Lambs of 
Chriſt, John 21.15, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls, 1 Pct. 
2.25. IPet.5 4, Neb.10.20. Who doth require us to {earn of him, 
for he ts lowly and meck , Matth.11.29. Yet notwithſtanding, we do 
declare, when or wherever ſome of us {hall Conveniently meet With any 
of them, either in private or in publick, we ſhall reſolye (' God afliſting 
us ) to contend earieſtly with them, for the Faith once delivered to hz 
Saints , according to that Exhortation of the Spitit of God by his 
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Apolile, Jade 3. and againſt them, aad all oppoſitions, and Oppoſers 
whatloeyer,as good Soldiers of Feſws Chriſt, 2 Tim, 2 ,3- fight the good 


fight of Faith, x Tim.6,12, In which combate we are confideng , we 


neither ſhall hazard life, nor draw blood;tor through mercy we can ſay, 
with our Apoſile,2 Cor.10.354+ That though we live inthe fleſh, yet we 
© war not after the fleſh, for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. 
To the third, That we conntenance the People called Quakers 7 
their irregular prattice, Tothis we anſwer,and God is our witneſs, we 
lie not,that we are ſo far from countenancing the Quakers, or our ſelves 
n any irregular praQice, as that if we our felyes be found in any ſuch 
aCtings, we ſhall not violently oppoſe , bur patiently ſubje& to ſuch 
enalties as the breach of ſuch Lawes calls for : ic would haye been 
well, if the Aﬀertors had declared wherein this Irregular praRice doth 
corſilt, that fo we might haye given a more particular anſwer; yer we 
hope by what hath and ſhall be deciared, it will be eafily judged, that 
we for our parts are no ſuch peopie as the Baptiſts gencrally ate 
reported, and ſome ſhew themſelves to be, 
To the fourth, That we endeavonr a tolleration of all miſcarriages is 
Pings Eccleſiaſtical and Crvil,under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, It 
by cadeavouring a tolleration of all miſcarriages in things Ecclcliaftica], 
the Aﬀertors intend amoneſl our felves in our own Aflembles : we ſhall 
anſwer chem as in the preſence of God,the ſearcher of all hearts z That 
we are fo far from any ſuch Toleration, as that we at this yery day 90 
under a reproach by that people we formerly walked withal , becaule 
in the reallity of our ſouls , and the integrity of our hearts, we cannot 
allow of ſome things, that we judg to be of that nature amongſt them; 
we well knowing, that the Lord Chriſt requires a perteR obſervation of, 
and a univerſal obedience to all chings whatſoever he commanded, 1Zat, 
28.20, Ard thatas well to what ha:h been laid down by his Apoltles, 


oiyen in by the incomes of that Spiric that was to lead them into all 
tcuth, and to ſhew them things to come, ſohz 16,13, which are alſo the 
commands of Chriſt, x Cor,14- 37. as to thoie that were laid down by 
bimfelf, oz 18.12,15, So that we poſitively ſay, that if we ſhall allow 
of any miſcarriages either in NoQrine or Diſcipline amonolt our ſelves, 
to *thwart the mind of Chrilt revealed in his Scriptures of truth, we can 
expect no better an{wer from him, than a Procla:nation of our Worſhip 
to be a vain Worſhip. as once he declared againſt the Jews, Matth, 15. 
9. And therefore it miſcarriages rite amonelt us, we are to bring ſuch 
miſcarriages to the the touch-ſ(tone of Gods word, and ſo weigh them in 
- - the ballance of the SarQuary, ard finding chem either too heavy or too 
+ Jighe, thac js, cithcr adding or diminiſhing from or to the mind of Chriſt, 
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we are then to. repair to thoſe wholſome Lawes left us in Scripture 
record, for the regulating of ſuch miſcarriages, according to the nature 
of them, as they are private or publick, or more or leſs in their ſeveral 
agravations ; and as they are committed by perſons landing in ſuch or 
ſuch relations : We fay the more of this,becauſe moſt perſons think, and 
many do not tick to ſay, that we live and aCt in things Eccleſiaſtical, as 
Libertines, and without Church-Government, becauſe we withdraw 
our {elyes from the publick Aſſemblies ; But did ſuch perſons rightly 
con{ider, what the Diſcipline of the Miniſtry of the Nation is, in their 
Parochial Aſſemblies, who profcſſe themſelves to be the true Spouſe 
and Church of Chrilt, and compare it with the mind of Chriſt reyealed 
in the Scriptures of Truth, who gives Laws to his Church, which is 
that body of which he himſelf is the head, Epheſi4. 15, 21, 22, Col. 1. 
18. 2.19, They would then finde themſelves to be the Libertines, and 
not we; and therefore we ſhall earneſtly deſire all that are unacquainted 
With the true Dilcipline of the Church of Chriſt, well to weigh, and ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider theſe Statute Laws ofChrift,in that caſe provided, 2 Tim. 
3.16. 2 Tim 4.1,2- Eppeſ.5,1t. AMatth 18-15: 1 Tim 5.12, 19, 20. 
i Tin,6.5, 1 Tim.1.20« Tit..3, 10. 2:Theſ..2. 15, 2Theſ--3, 10; 
x Cor.5-4,9,11. The which, as we will anſwer the contrary at ghe 
oreat Day of account, we dare not in the leaſt wiltully violate or neolect. 
Bur if by milcarciages in things Ecclchiaſtical, they mean that we endea- 
vour aTolleration of all miſcarriages amorgh them in their Aſſemblies, 
we ſhall in the preſence of God clear our felves and ſay, we. have 
nothing at all to do with them, in ſuch marters ; for we ſay, they are 
without as to us, 1. {07.5.12,13. And fo we lock upon our felves to be 
as to them: And it any one ſha!l ſeem to be troubled at this term 
Wirhour, ani obj=& and fay, that we are all the Creation of God, and 
whar need thele expreſſions of, S:and at a diſtance,l an mere holy than 
36 + To ſuch we ſhall anſwer in the Spirit of Love and Meekneſſe and 
Go is cur Wirnefle without OSTENTATION, that it is true , all 
the Sons and Daughters of Adamz are the Sons and Naughters of God 
by Creation, bit few by Regeneration and Adoption, for Many are 
called, but few are choſe;r, Matth,20,16,for not the hexrers of the Law, 
but the dorrs hall be (1iTified, Rom, 2,13, And not every one that 
faith, Lord, Lord (0.1! -nier into th: Kingdom of Heavens, but he that 
doth ihe will of the Father, Matth.7,2z, We well know, that many 
Will ſay, theſe are hard ſayings , and cannot well bear them; Bur te 
ſuch we ſhall give a direction in our Poſt-{cript, where from one of us 
they may expect, and we hope allo find good fatisfaRtion as to the tearm 
Without, | 
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That we own Liberty of Conſcience we confeſſe;but under that or any 
o ther pretence, to endeayour a Tolcration of any Miſcarriages , either 
- in things Ecclefialtical,or Civil, we have given, (we hope)full tatisfaCtion, 
for'ſeeing it is the will of our Maſter, to have the Tares and the Wheat 
grow together till the Harveſt, Marth,13-30, And that our Heavenly 
Father doth exerciſe his long-ſuffering to the whole bulk of man- kind, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh,but that all ſhould come to Repentance, 
2 Pet.3.9, We look upon it to be our Duty to follow God, as Dear 
( hildren, and thus to walh in love, Ephel: 5. x, 2. and therefore ate 
lize minded, having the ſame love, Phil.2.2. And cherefore do further 
declare, that we are as free, that all others ſhould enjoy their Liberties, 
as we our {elyes, of what Judgment ſoeyer they be ; we well knowing, 
that ſome are called at the eleyeoth hour,as well as at the firſt and third, 
Matth.20,1,6. And had the Apoſtle Pa] been plucked up whilſt he 
was a Tare,a Perlecucor, a Blaſphemer, 77,1: x3.,and the chiet of fin- 
ners,v.15 he had never been ſuch choyce Wheat, to Satisfie ,* Refreſh, 
Enable, Enliven, Inlighten, Encourage, build up, and Inſiruct, Corre&, 
and Reprove the building of God; x Cer. 3.9. the houſe of God, Heb: 
3-6, the houſhold of God, Epheſ. 2. 19, the Sons and Daughters of 
God, 2 Cor,6.18, Nor that body of which Chriſt is the head,Co/.1.18, 
and therefore we cannot but fay again, that we are as free that all others 
ſhould enjoy their Liberties in the things of God, as we our ſelves; We 
well knowing, that eyery one mult give an account of himſelf ro God, 
Rom, 1412, for every one ſhall receive the things done in the body, 
according to what they have done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor,y. 
10, Matth,25. 34,41. Burt either to procure or maintain our own or 
others Liberties by force of Armes, or the leaſt yiolence, we can find no 
warrant from the Scriptures of truth in the leaſt, which is that only ard 
alone Rule that we walk by , for all the remedy that we find there 
recorded is, tha if they perſecate 24 13 one C ty,we may flee into another; 
and this: we {ce ated by our S1viour himlelf, Fohz 7. x. and by his 
Parents, Marth 2.14. and the Apoſtle Peter, Ats 12,17, and Saint 
| Paul, Aﬀts 9, 25,26, 1 (or.11.33. And to follow olir Maſter, and 
. to tread in the footſteps of the Flock of God gone before us, we judge it 
very ſafe ; but to reſilt by force of Armes,or uſe the lealt violence, we 
- Judge unwarrantable. 
To the fift and laſt particular , That we would murther and deſtroy 
thoſe that differ from us in Matters of Rel; Fon, 
To this we cannot but anſwer , that fo ro do we judge were not ſo 
much as common Humanity, much leſs Rehoion or Chrifhaniry ; but 
- Our Religion is, pure and undefiled before God ana our Father, which 1s, 
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of Baptized Believers. n 7r 
to viſit the fatherleſs and widdows, not to make fatherleſs and widdows; 
and to viſit them in their aſflitions , not to murther and deſtroy their 
Relations,to bring them under Afflitions:Bur to this we further anſwer, 
that this and the 4h Particular we judg {ſeem to contradi& one another, 
for murthering and deſtroying for difference in matters of Religion, and 


Liberty of Conſcience cannot ſtand together, nor in the eye of Reaſon 


can they be charged againſt one and the ſame perſons; for murthering 
and deſtroying for difference in macters of Religion, deſtroyes Liberty of 
Conſcience z; and Liberty of Conſcience ſwallows vp and drowns 
murthering, and deſtroying for difference in marcers of Religion ; fo that 
it argues, that the Aflercors of theſe things ar? yet in Babylon, ard 
Contufion, with thoſe our Apoſtle writ of, in x Tim. 1,7. not knowmg 
well what they ſay, nor whereof they ds affirm , yet notwithſtanding, 
ſeeing we are therewith charged, in order to the diſcharging our ſelves 
of this confuſed burthen, we fhall in the (ingleneſs of our fouls yet farther 
diſcoyer our real judgments, as to the main intent of the Charge, which 
15 murthering and deltroying ; and add this further, that we read of a 
threefold Sword in Scripture. 

x. The Sword of the Spirit , which is the Word of God, Epheſ. 
6, 17. 

: The Sword of Juſtice | which is the Magiſtrates Sword, 
Rom. 13.4. 

3. The Sword of Steel , uſually fo called, which is the Sword of 
ſlaughter, [a,1.20, Ezckg. x, 2. 

The firlt of theſe we are required to take to us, and pt on, Ephel. 6. 
I1,13,17, and rhusto be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of bis 
might, whole might was evidenced once, again and again,by uling this 
Sword skilfully, fatth,4.4,7 ,9. For it is mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of firong holds, caſting down imaginations, and every high: 
thing, that exalteth it ſelf agazaſ# the knowledg of Gad;and bringing into- 
captivity, &c, and haying in a readineſs co revenge all diſobedience, 
2 Cor.xo, 4, 5, 6, and is profitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, for 
Corretlion, for Inſtruftion in Righteonſneſſe, that the man of Goa may 
be perfeit, thorowly furniſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim.3, 16,17. for 
we wraſtle not with fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities, powers, the 
Rulers of the darkpeſſe of this world, Epheſ 6. 12, not for nor againft 
the Magiſtrates, Parliaments, nor Armies of the world, the beſt of whole 
trength is fleſh, and not ſpirir, who ſhall be deſtroyed together, 1ſa-37. 
I, 2,3. Matth,26, 52. 

As for the Sword of Juſtice, or the Magilirates Sword, we are tO be 
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takes revenge on no mar*before he be apprehended, charged, heard, and 
by good evidence convicted, and ſentence according to the fad proved, 
' given, and then an immediate Commiſſion given to an Executioner, 
according to the Fact and Sentence, fer the putting this Sword ja 
execution, | | 
But the Sword of flaughter, without examination or due conſideration, 
is many times put in execution to the ſlaying and deſtroying of friends 
as well as enemies; witneſs thole {laughters, and woundings in this City, 
1n the late Infurre&ion, 

And for our acting in this Sword, we can find no warrant from 
Scriptures in the Jeafi, for that ſword being once procured by Peter, and 
another of the Diſciples, and that by an unmediate Commiſſion from 
Chrift , the work being finiſhed for which it was intended, we fiad an 

- Immediate and peremptory command for the ſheathing it again ; and 
this reaſon rendred from tbe lip of cruth irdelf, for all rhey thar take the 
ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword, Matth.26 52+ for whoſoever will ſave 
his life ſhall loſe it, Marth. 16.25, and we frad no tolleration in Hol 
Writ to the peovle of God for the drawing it again in the leaſt, neither 
by Precept or Example. | | 

Bur left this countermand ſhould not be looked upon to be a 
ſufficient warrant for its continuance in ics place, by the People of God 
for the time to come, the Lord Chrilt, amoneſt ſeveral other weighty 
things, ſent to the ſeyen Churches in «Aſia, and in them to us, by Fehr 
the Revelator, is not backward to remind them, and us in them of it 
aoain, 'as a matter of no ſmall concernment ; and ( as we judg ) leſt it 
{hould not be taken ſo much notice of by us 1n this our day, as he would 
have it, he bringeth itin, in the mid(t of a Diſcourſe, not long before the 
riſe of the Man of Sin, when one of the heads of che Beaſt is wounded, 
as it were to death , and that deadly wound was healed, Rev.r3.3. 
Incmating thus much, as we apprehend, That as Kingly power hath 
had a wound ia theſe Nations, even as it were unto death, ſo we know, 
that the deſign of God ſhall be brought about, and the Scriptures muſt 
be fulfilled , for chat deadly wound ſhall be healed, Rev.1 3.3. and we 

finding the ſpirits of the generality of the People of the three Nations 
very high in this junture of time, in the behalf of Kingly Government, 
like Iſrael of old, x Sams, 8, ſothat by the face of things, as they appear 
ro us in this laſt change, we do diicern, as through a glafle darkly, that 
the deadly wound is now going to be healed, although we do really 
judge , that ſeveral that are in preſent eminent power, intend no ſuch 
.,. Thing, no more then the Jews in the crucifying of Chriſt , intended the 
Biigoino the orear defion. and fore-appomtment of God about ACES 20 
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23. Byall which we judge, that caucion'Whs inceaded chiefly to us 
upon whom the ends of the world is come ; and left we ſhould not be fo 
mindful of our duties as he would have us, he makes as it were aProcla. 
mation,to beſpeak our betcer attention to what he inteadeth, & faith, Rey | 
1 3,9,10. He that hath an ear to hear let him hear; he that leadeth into | 
captivity, ſhall go into captivity ; he that hilleth with the ſword,.ſhall be 
killed with the ſword , here is the faith and patience of the Saints, that 
whileſt others are leading into captivity, and killing with the ſword, to 
pull down, or et up this or that Power, Man, or Government, to give a 
deadly wound to Kingly Power, or to heal that deadly wound again, 
that then the People of God ſhould in their paticxce poſſeſſe their ſonuls, 
and in the midi of theſe reyolutions , exerciſe their taith, as once that 
Prophet did, Has. 3. 17, and faithfully ro depend upon God for his 
preſervation and proteRion, keeping chemſelyes pure and undefiled from 
leading into captivity, or killing wich the ſword, leſt rhey themſelves be 
led into captivity, & killed by the fword; thereby evidencing themſelyes 
to be the peaceable Flock, of Chriſt, choſen out of the world, John 15. 
19. and following their Maſter the Lord and Prince of peace, Ila. 9. 6, 
2 Theſ.3.16.being regulated by his requirements in the Goſpel of Peace, 
Romans 10.15. Epheſians 6.5, having received from the Cod of Peace, 
Rom,15.33. Rom,16,20. 2 Cor.x3, 11, that ſpirit, Whole fruits is 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentlencſſe, goodneſſe, faith,neckneſſe and 
temperance, againſt which there is no Law, that as they are Chrilts, fo 
they ſhould evidence that they have crucified rhe fleſh with the affeltions 
and laſts, Gal.5.22,2. 3,24. But luſt being not crucified, it breakes forth 
into warrs and fightings, for when mez [uſt and have not,then they kill 
and deſire to have, James 4-1,2.and when the Teoplc of God ſhall a&t 
thus, the Spirit of God brands them with thoſe 1gnominious names of 
Adulterers,and Adulterefles,informing them,that what they are fighting 
for,is enmity againſt God; and that if they obtain ic they are enemies to 
God, James 4.4 and we well knowing, that whileſt we are friends to 
the world we are enemies to God, dare not in the leaſt have to do in the 
world, fo as to ſet up our ſelves, or to fide with any either in ſerting u 
or pulling down ; and how can a mans love to the world be evidenced 
more, then in venturing his life for it , according to that Saying of 
our Saviour, Johz 15.13. | 

And we further declare, that as we are to be a peaceable People upon 
the account of ation, ſo we look upon it to be our duty, to keep our 
{elves from Oaths, Ingagements, and Covenants, either for or agai:.[} 
this or that Perſon, Government, or Perſons whatloever: For bronuſe 
of SWEARING the Land moarueth, Jerem.223.10, For the 
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Lord hath a Controverſie with the Inhabitants of the Land , Becauſe 
' there 6 no Truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land, fur by 
 SWE ARING,, and Lying , and Killirg, and Stealing , and 
' committing eAdaltery, they break, forth, and blood toucheth blood, ſaith 
the Propher, Hof. 4.1,2,3, and faith the ſame Propher, Hoſe. 1c. 3, 4. 
T hey have ſpoken words, SWE ARING faſly, in making a Covenant ; 
| THUS Judgment ſprengeth up as hemlock, in the furrows of the 
| field; and we not knowing what the Cabinet Counſel of God is in 
* this our day, upon the account of Government, date not in the leaft 
' have ſo much asa thought to ingage in any ſuch thirg, leſt we be found 
| Fighters againſt God; according to the laying of Gamalie!, though in 
* another cale, As 5.39. 
And therefore do declare our Reſolution herein , that we {hall not ' 
( God aflifting us ) enter into any Ingagemeat whatſoever, upon any 
"ſuch account ; yet ſhall this ſay again, Thar we ſhall not wotently rchift 
_ the Impoſers of any ſuch Ingagements , but fhall patiently utter the 
penalty of our non-obedience, as aforelaid 
And we furcher declare, as in the preſence of God , who is the 
Searcher of all hearts, that as it hath been ſome of our great treuble 
for a long time, to ſee ſome of thoſe that are in the ſame taich and 
order with us, to acting » ſo it is now become even an overwhelming 
burthen upon our ſouls, te ſee them generally running fuch a precipicant 
courſe ; by which aRtings of theirs , the mouths almolt of all men are 
opened again(i them, and that Truth they profcfle molt 1gnominiouſly 
branded and reproached. And therefore we turther declare, that in the 
fioht of God, Angels, and Men , that we bear our Tcttmony againtt 
them in their preſent aCtings , and cannot ftand by them, nor have 
communion with them therein, nor with thoſe that ſirengthen their 
hands in landing by them; and muſt tell rhew inthe words of our 
Saviour, Luke 9.55. That they know not what Spitit they are of ; for, 
the Son of man ( their Maſter ) came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to 
ſave them : The Premiles conſidered, we ſhall appeal to the judgments i 
of all rational men, wherher we are oevilty of what we are charged | 
withall, or nor; yer if they ſhall ſill go on notwitkRandirg to ule us 
reproachfully, for the Name of Chritt, we ſha! be to far from endea- 
youring or defiring a revenge, as that in the woros of Chrilt, we ſhall in 
our Requeſts ar the Throne of Grace, cry out and fay, Father, Forgive 
them, they knew not What they de, | 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


Jo nc , as the ſaid Declarers, in their Anſwer to the Firſt 
Particular in their Declaration, do call the Tndependants and | 
Presbyterians their Chriſtian Friends, the which however it is they | 
ſo complement wich them , yet 1n reality (we jugde) they cannot own 
them as ſuch upon a Scripture accountzas alſo becauſe one Mr 77, Alley 
in a Book lately by him publiſhed, intituled, A Retrattation to Separati- 
0%, In which Book, in the-whole currant of it, all the Scriptures that he 
brings, Which were written by the immediate direQion and Incomes of 
the Holy Spiric of God, to the Churches, as they were in the Faith | 
and Order of the Goſpe), he applyeth to,and allo for,and in the behalf of 

Epiſcopals, Tndeperdants, and Presbyterians, Who are oppolite both to | 
the DoQtrine and Diſcipline of thoſe Churches, he intending thereby to 
perſwade us, if poſſible, to a belief, that they are che True and vifible 
Members of that Body,of which Chriſt is the Head;the whish Book, by 
Gods afliftance,is intended ſuddenly to be antwered by one of our 'Soci- 
ety,who reſolyeth to enticle ir,T he Retrattators work Scancd, or the (on- 
ceptions & Suppoſals of Mr.W.Alleyn regulated by Scriptire Record ; in 
which,with other things, a Goſpel Believer, or a true Church of Chriſt, 
upon aGoſpel account, is intended to be [tated;thie which is hoped wil be 
ſo plain, that it may prove inſtrumental to the undeceiving of tome that 
are under a deceipr, by means of that and ſuch decciprfull Diſcourſes as 
that 1s; in which Anſwer it is farther hoped, that thoſe that are 


unſatisfied with our tearm W/thort, in our Anſwer in our Declaration . | |} 


to the Fourth Particular, may receive alfo good fatisfaRtion ; and in the 
mean time we defire all to take notice, that though we thus ſpeak, yet 
we have good thoughts of thoſe Friends that go under thoſe 
Denominations, and do @ewn them and all others, of all other 
Opinions whatſoeyer, in union, ſo farr as they own God, Chrift, 
and their Truths ; but to own the beſt of men to be Members 
of thar Body of which Chriſt is the Head, and fo to have 
communion with them , eicher to make them our month in 
Prayer to God for us , or Gods mouth in ſpeaking forth his 
Truths to us, or in Breaking of Bread at the Table of the Lord, 


' wecafifot own them in the leaſt , our Reaſohis we hope vill be fully 


laid down in the Anſwer to the ſaid Book. 
Henry Adrs, FRithard Pilgrim, 
Abel Hutchins, William Cox. 
Ir behalf of themſelves, and thoſe ths walk with them, 
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And if any man ſhall queſtion the Reafon why there 
- are no more Subſcribers to this long Declaration , we 
muſt anſyer them in ſorrow of our hearts, in the Language 
of the Prophet, 

MICAH 7.1. Wo 7s us, for we are as when they have 
gathered the Summer Fruits, as the Grape gatherimgs in the 
"Vintage, there 1s no cluſters to eat. 

Verſe 2. The good man ws periſhed out of the Earth, 


and there 1s none upright among men , they all he in wait\ 


for blood: they hunt every man his Brother with a net. 
Verſe 3. That they may ds evil with both hands earneſily, 

#he Prince asketh, and the Judg asketh for a reward : And 

the great man he uttereth his mſchievous defer re , ſo they wrap 


 zt ub, 


' Verſe4. ' The beſt of them is as a brier, Fe moſt upright 
 zs ſharper then a thorne hedge : the day of thy 88h. 
and thy viſitation cometh : now ſhall be their perplexity. 

For thus faith the Loxp by his Prophet, J/azab 59g. 2. 
Your Iniquittes have ſeparated between you and your God, 
and your fins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear. 

Verſe 3. For your hands. are defiled with blood, and 
your fingers with Imquity, your lips have 4 {Pokes lies z your 
tongus have muttered perverſfencſs. 

Verſe 4. None calleth for Jufice , nor any pleadeth fy 
"M Tru 


Truth : they truſt in vamty , and ſpeak lies 3 they conceive 
miſchief, and bring forth iniquity, 

Yene-r; T1 hey hatch cockatrice eggs , and weave the 
ſpiders web : he that eateth of their eggs dieth , and that 
which z cruſhed breaketh out into @ viper, 

Verſe 6. Their webs ſhall not become garments , neither 


ſhall they cover themſelves with their works : their works 


are works of iniquity , and the at of wiolence is in their 
hands. 

Verſe 7. Their fe:t run int euill , and they make haſt 
zo ſhed innocent Blood 5 their theughts are thoughts of iniquity, 
waſting and deſtruttion tr in their paths, 

Verſe 8. The way of peace they know not , and there 1s 
no judgment in their goings : they have made them crooked 
paths , whoſoever vocth therem , ſhall not know peace, 

Verſe 9, Therefore 3s Judgment far from us, we wait 
for Light , but behold obſcurity : for brightneſs, but we walk _ 
in darkneſs, And ſo read on to Verſe 18. 

Verſe 18. According to their deeds , accordingly he will . 
repay , fury to his Adverſaries, recompence to hs enemues, to the 
J/lands he will repay recompence, | 


But left avy man ſhould think us to be what we are not, by what 
hata been inſerced in our Paper , after our ſubſcriptions, we ſhall in 
FI NE declare, That in the preſence of God we fight not againſt | 
Sinners but their ſins, againſt fintull ARtions, and not Perſons , as they | | 
ftand in ſuch or ſuch Relations in this Land of our Nativity ; And | | 
therefore ſhall earneſtly bes all of all ranks and qualities, to ſet 
themſelves upon the work of Self-Examination, and to take that | | 
good Advice from the Lord by his Prophet 1ſaiah. W 

Ifa. 1, 16, Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of your _ 
doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do ev1ll, - 

Ard Verle 17, Learn to do well, ſech judgment, relieve the || 
oppreſſed, jndge the fatherleſs ,, plead fer the widdow;, ( T O'-| 
WHICH) | | F 

Verſe 19, If ye be willing and obedient ye ſhall eat the good of || 
the land. || 


Veile 20, 


"Were 2 Ms "Pier 5 of 1 Tofaſe and rat.” Jr + fall be defrged b the 
| fr, for the month of the =" harh ſpoken it, 


I bir 


{And ts our diflenting tnheen, we hall give that Chriſtian advice, 


= "that the Apoſtle Paul once gave © the C orinthians, 
- « 2Cor. 7.1, That they cleanſe themſclvyes from all filthineſs of fleſh 


| z end foirie perfetting F-alineſs in the fear of Gid. 
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\ Printed by S. Dover , forthe Author Henry Adis, living in 
Princes Street , and Publiſhed the wwelfth day of the 11th Month, 
Heatheniſhly called in honour to their God Janus Fannary, 1659. 
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